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INTRODUCTION TO LGBTQ+ STUDIES

Spring 2023; 21:988:205:61
Tuesdays 6-9pm, LSC 103

 

 Professor

Dr. Kris!an Kahn
kkahn@newark.rutgers.edu

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 4-5pm in Hill Hall 528

 Course Descrip!on

INTRO TO LGBTQ+ STUDIES
SPRING 2023

This course introduces students to the interdisciplinary field of LGBTQ+ Studies (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Studies). Students will uncover the history of modern, Western ideas about sexuali!es and sexual and
gender iden!!es through a wide variety of texts and/or films across a range of disciplines and methodologies.
Sexuality and gender will be considered not as “natural” or consistent phenomena, but as sets of cultural beliefs that
have changed over !me, manifes!ng themselves differently in varied cultural and historical contexts. Students will
learn how the categories of sexuality and gender relate to shi%ing regimes of norma!vity in the twen!eth and
twenty-first centuries. Students will also discuss controversies in our contemporary world, while being tolerant and
respec&ul of differing viewpoints and experiences. This course will also serve as an introduc!on to queer theory as a
mode of ac!vism and social cri!que, exploring queer theory's wide-ranging methodologies, approaches, and debates.

 Course Goals + Learning Objec!ves 

The course is designed to achieve the following outcomes:

Read some!mes controversial and at !mes difficult material objec!vely and cri!cally.
Par!cipate in discussions by ar!cula!ng their own ideas and by respec&ully listening and responding to the ideas
of others.
Students will hone their skills in close reading, textual analysis, different modes of interpreta!on, and independent
research;
Students will prac!ce cri!cal thinking and reading skills, as well as cri!cal communica!on skills in class with their
peers during discussions on assigned texts and/or films; students will also apply fundamentals of cri!cal thinking
to reading, wri!ng, and communica!ng;
Students will develop and demonstrate an awareness of the significance of LGBTQ+ history, issues, and cri!cal
and theore!cal debates surrounding gender and sexuali!es, and of the roles these play in society and culture;
Student will learn to employ sexuality and gender as categories of analysis that intersect with race, ethnicity, and
class.
Students will demonstrate their respect for differences (class, race, gender, sexuali!es, etc.) in their knowledge of
the impacts that the field of LGBTQ+ Studies has had—and con!nues to have—on cultural/historical,
social/psychological, and poli!cal change.

 Course Materials 

Available at the Rutgers-Newark bookstore  :

REQUIRED (this edi!on only, please):

Finding Out: An Introduc!on to LGBTQ Studies, 4th edi!on, eds. Deborah Meem, Jonathan Alexander, et al. (Sage,
2022; ISBN 978-1071848036)
Other readings and films made available via Canvas

RECOMMENDED:

The MLA Handbook, 9th edi!on (MLA, 2021; ISBN 9781603293518)
Cf. also The Purdue OWL's free online MLA style and cita!on manual

 Course Expecta!ons + Schedule

This course requires you to read about 50-60 pages per week, most of which are dense, cri!cal and theore!cal
essays. Do the best you can, as our discussion of these pieces will help us all to unpack confusions that might
arise. Make note of these confusions and bring them up in class! This is the same reading load as classes that meet
twice weekly; however, we meet once weekly. Budget your !me accordingly.
Do not listen to audiobooks (or speech-to-text) instead of reading. Listening is a passive; reading is ac!ve. You
want to engage your cri!cal thinking skills and knowledge reten!on while you read, and also take notes, jot down
ques!ons (for some of the group work, you will need to come to class with ques!ons prepared), and also prepare
for the research essays: knowing the pages so you can cite properly is essen!al. Audiobooks don't easily allow for
this If you absolutely must listen to an audiobook, be sure to read along with the book and mark/annotate as you
go—but be aware that most humans can read faster than an audiobook, which goes slower as it's a more passive,
entertaining, and relaxing ac!vity for many. . 
University courses are modeled on the Carnegie credit unit  ; to see approximately how much !me you will
need to allocate weekly on readings, discussion, and work for a 3-credit course such as this one, that link is a
useful one—as well as for your other courses. Since we meet in person or remote 3 hours per week, the majority
of those hours—about 9 hours per week is the norm (again, see the link)—will be !me you'll spend on your own
doing each week's reading, taking quizzes, conduc!ng independent research, and working toward the two
research essays. For F2F/remote live courses, the hours in the classroom get factored into the total weekly !me
amount.
You are expected to keep up with the reading schedule. Failure to do so will mean failing the course.
A working knowledge of computers, the Internet, and Canvas as learning environments and discussion pla&orms is
essen!al to perform well in this course. You will need a laptop to access all the technology requirements in this
course.
You are expected to check your Rutgers email daily—and sync Canvas no!fica!ons to the app and your email  —
as this is the only way I have to get in touch with everyone quickly about any changes to the reading schedule,
assignment due dates, reminders, &c.
Make con!ngency plans for technological issues such as computer crashes, loss of Internet connec!on, and so on.
These types of issues do not excuse you from your course responsibili!es. The online component of the course
can be accessed from any computer that has a connec!on to the Internet. Be sure to have a well thought-out
con!ngency plan for accessing the course and con!nuing your work in the course should any of the above issues
occur.
This course will occupy several hours of your week, due to the weekly readings/film viewings, not to men!on the
research essays required for the course.
Late assignments are not accepted.
You must complete all assignments in order to pass the course.
Any late registrants are required to email me to catch up, and be on track at the start of the next full week of
class.

LAPTOP/TABLET + MOBILE PHONE POLICY:

The use of mobile phones in the classroom is prohibited, unless in the case of emergency and you no!fy me about
this ahead of !me. Laptops/tablets can be used for quizzes and in-class work, but should be closed when we are
having class discussion. Failure to adhere to this policy will impact your par!cipa!on grade in the course.

Please See:

Detailed Weekly Reading Schedule

 Communica!on

I aim to reply to all emails from Monday through Friday within 24 hours, barring the weekend, any holidays, and any
unforeseen circumstances. (I usually reply much quicker, but life in the current world is unpredictable, as I'm sure you
can all sympathize with!)

I tend to sign off email around 5pm on weekdays, and reply early the next morning; if I haven't replied in more than
24 hours over a weekday, check that you spelled my last name correctly (it's Kahn, not Khan). If not, forward it to me
again, please. Over weekends, I don't usually check email or Canvas. I allow work to be due Sunday nights as
a concession, but note that any ques"ons about work due Sunday evenings should be emailed to me no later than
5pm Friday for a response.

Campus email is preferred over Canvas messaging; some!mes Canvas messages don't come through or else there
can be lags. Email me from your Rutgers email address, not a personal one. I cannot reply to personal email
addresses.

Email is usually sufficient for most ma"ers, but, if you want to meet during office hours, we can certainly do that.
Email me with ahead of !me to let me know if you plan to come, so I can ensure I'm in the office. Zoom mee!ngs are
also possible, but not always easy to schedule—again, email me. 

Please See:

How to Email a Professor

 Assessment + Grading 

ATTENDANCE (15%) / PARTICIPATION (20%)

Two (2) absences are allowed; more than two absences will result in a failing grade in the course, given we meet
just once a week. If you have symptoms of, or were exposed to, COVID, you need to report this to Student Health

 ; they'll email me to excuse those absences. Please do not come to campus if you feel sick, and be sure to test
for COVID regularly using the university's sites  (or elsewhere) to not spread COVID in the classroom.
Students are expected to par"cipate in the classroom and be ac"ve ci"zens. Class discussion will be open so
students are expected to raise ques!ons to enhance their learning experience, to engage with the readings and
their classmates, to iron out any confusions about the texts prior to formal essays being due, and to create more
of a seminar than a lecture environment. This format works be"er for students to work with texts and topics in
the humani!es, where there isn't necessarily one "right" answer. 

QUIZZES (10%)

Quizzes can be given on any day as reading quizzes to gauge that you've been doing the reading required in the
course. You will need Respondus Lockdown Browser; there are some known Chromebook issues with this, but
you can take the quizzes via Lockdown Browser from any other laptop and also iPads. You can scroll down below
to Technical Support if you have any ques!ons regarding your technology requirements for this course. I cannot
help you with tech issues: see below for links to the appropriate channels.
The first week's quiz is an easy one: just upload a photo of yourself on Canvas, under your Account se'ngs. You'll
need to use the Lockdown Browser to submit a "yes" that you completed that to get credit for the quiz; this is to
ensure you (a) uploaded a photo, and (b) that you know how to use the Lockdown Browser.

GROUP WORK (20%)

Group work will be done both in and out of class. Each week's assignment will be different, and we'll discuss this
as we get into the course. This is in lieu of a final exam. Since all members of your group will receive the same
grade on each assignment/presenta!on, you should come having read/viewed what's assigned so you don't
nega!vely impact your peers' grades. 
Feel free to be in touch with your group members via Canvas messaging, or even using the group discussion
boards/announcements on Canvas. However you do this is up to you. See: How to access groups on Canvas  .

FORMAL ESSAYS (15%; 20%)

The instruc!ons and expecta!ons for each of the two essays for this course can be found under each assignment;
there's also a rubric there which you can consult, to get a sense of what I'm looking for. Note that I don't o%en use
the rubric numerically when grading papers, as it tends to round grades down; so use the rubric solely as a
guideline for what I expect when I grade. Please also see the paper expecta!ons page.

Essay 1

Essay 2

 University Policies

COPYRIGHT:

All course materials including syllabi, quizzes, tests, Zoom videos, &c., are protected by U.S. copyright law and by
Rutgers University policy. I am the exclusive copyright owner of all course-related materials that I create. You may
not reproduce, distribute, or display (post/upload) lecture notes, photos, recordings, or any other course materials
in any way—whether or not a fee is charged—without my express wri"en consent. You also may not allow others
to do so.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Please review the Rutgers-Newark Academic Integrity Policy  . Also, to ensure that you know what plagiarism is,
in its many guises, and also how easily it can occur in many stages of the research process (even in the note-taking
stage), refer to the relevant sec!ons in the MLA Handbook (esp. sec!on 2) and keep the checklist (2.8) in mind at
all stages of research and wri!ng. The Purdue OWL is also a good resource, both for informa!on about plagiarism
and also for MLA style guidelines. For some, not all, of the many kinds of plagiarism, this page  is a good
resource to keep in mind.

Plagiarism in any shape or form is not only grounds for an F on that assignment, but also in the en"re course;
plagiarism can also be enforced at the ins!tu!onal level, with repercussions ranging from academic proba!on to
possible expulsion. Be sure to familiarize yourself with the university’s AI policy at the start of each term.

GRADING:

Following the university’s grading rubric, grades are assigned in the following way; note that for final course
grades, minus grades are not allowed by the registrar—i.e., if your final grade is a low-A, then you will be assigned
a B+, and so on. There is a detailed rubric under the Canvas assignment slots for the research essays, detailing
the components I'll be looking for and how they'll be graded. 

A — Outstanding (92.5-100%+)
B+ — Excellent (86.5-92.4+)
B — Good (82.5-86.4%)
C+ — Good/Sa!sfactory (76.5-82.4%+)
C — Sa!sfactory (72-76.4%)
D — Poor (65-71.9%+)
F — Fail (below 65%)

 Campus Resources

Rutgers Office of Disability Services

Rutgers-Newark Academic Calendar

Rutgers-Newark Wri!ng Center

Resources for Rutgers-Newark Students

 Technical Support

Rutgers Canvas Support

Rutgers Teaching & Learning with Technology

Rutgers Office of Informa!on Technology
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Assignments are weighted by

group:

Group Weight

A#endance 15%

Par"cipa"on 20%

Quizzes 10%

Group Work 20%

Essay 1 15%

Essay 2 20%

Total 100%
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https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/227995/pages/paper-expectations
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/227995/assignments/2428077
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https://www.newark.rutgers.edu/resources-students
https://canvas.rutgers.edu/canvas-help/
https://tlt.rutgers.edu/
https://it.rutgers.edu/guides/oit-newark-help-desk/
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/227995
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/227995/announcements
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https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/227995/external_tools/2074
https://rutgers.instructure.com/courses/227995/files
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