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COGNITIVE PROCESSES 
Prof. Elizabeth Tricomi 
Psychology 667 Syllabus  

 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW:  
The field of cognitive psychology aims to understand how people come to have, represent, 
and communicate knowledge.  This course will provide a broad overview of major topics 
and theories within this field.  Topics will include language, attention, learning and 
memory, concepts and categories, and reasoning and problem solving. 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  
Students who complete this course will be able to demonstrate knowledge of 
methodologies, research findings, and theories from the field of cognitive psychology. They 
will also be able to discuss key themes that apply across the topics covered.  For example, is 
cognition “modular” or interactive?  To what degree does cognition involve processing 
symbols according to learned rules?  Alternatively, can cognitive processes arise as an 
emergent property of a distributed information processing system?  In what ways is 
cognition influenced by bottom-up and top-down processes?  How do we construct our 
representation of the world, and how veridical is this representation? 
 
In addition, students will also learn to write about a topic within the field of cognitive 
psychology and to provide constructive criticism on other students’ writing through peer 
review.  Students’ own writing is expected to improve from this process and through 
thoughtful revision based on feedback from their peers and from the instructor. 
   

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
(1) The required reading assignments should be completed BEFORE class.  You will be 
required to submit 2 discussion questions on the readings each week over e-mail to 
etricomi@rutgers.edu, by midnight on Monday.  The additional readings are not 
required, but may be a good starting place when researching your paper topic. 
(2) Class attendance/participation.  Since there are no tests, class participation will be 
weighted heavily.  All students are encouraged to participate fully in discussion 
through comments, questions, and contributions from personal experience. Thoughtful 
involvement in every aspect of the class enhances the educational experience of the 
entire class.  Please also be mindful that your classmates need a chance to be heard, too.   
(3) Term paper.  The term paper will be completed in stages (see schedule below), and 
in total will be worth 70% of your grade.  It can be on any topic within cognitive 
psychology.  Be sure not to choose a topic that is too broad.  The paper should be about 
10-12 pages, double-spaced. 
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GRADE: 
Your final grade will be calculated as follows: 
Participation:  
 Discussion topic submission: 10% 
 Class attendance:   10% 
 Contribution to class discussion: 10% 
Total Participation    30% 
 
Term paper:      Due Date: 
 Topic choice:     5% Rough topic due, 9/17; Final topic due 10/1 
 First Draft:    15% Monday, 10/28, 9AM 
 Two Reviews:   15% Monday, 11/18, 9AM 
 Class Presentation:    5% Tuesday, 12/10, in class 
 Response to Reviews:   5% Tuesday, 12/17, 5PM 
 Final Draft:    25% Tuesday, 12/17, 5PM 
Total Term Paper    70% 
 

 ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Students are expected to do their own work at all times.  
Plagiarism or other breaches of academic integrity are taken very seriously.  You 
should familiarize yourself with the University policy on academic integrity 
outlined at the following URL: 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml 

 
NOTES:   

 If you need accommodation for a learning disability, please talk to me at the 
beginning of the course.  Tutoring, skills workshops, and writing assistance are 
available at the Learning Resource Center.   

 
 The best way to reach me is by email or to talk after class.  My office hours will 

be held in my office, 353 Smith Hall, and I am happy to meet with you at other 
times if you make an appointment. 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 
 Tuesdays from 10:00-11:30 AM, or by appointment 
 353 Smith Hall  e-mail: etricomi@rutgers.edu 

 
COURSE WEBSITE:   The syllabus and readings will be available on Blackboard. 
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Schedule of Discussion Topics                                                                                                         
SEPT   3 History of Cognitive Psychology   
 
SEPT  10 Selective and Divided Attention   
 
SEPT  17  Failures of Attention 
 
SEPT  24 Knowledge 
 
OCT  1 Concepts and Categories 
 
OCT  8 Working Memory 
 
OCT  15 Long-term Memory 
 
OCT  22 False Memory and Memory Errors 
 
OCT  29 Language 
 
NOV   5 Problem Solving 
 
NOV 19 Reasoning 
 
NOV 26 No Class—Thursday schedule 
 
DEC  3 Decision Making 
 
DEC 10 Class Presentations 
 
FINAL Paper/Response to Reviews due: Tuesday, DEC 17, 5PM  


