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Instructor information 

Christopher (Chris) Mitchell 
chmitche@newark.rutgers.edu or chmitche@rutgers.edu 
 
Office hours 

Monday/Wednesday: 3-5 p.m. and by appointment 
 
Required readings 

James Baldwin, The Fire Next Time (Vintage) 
 
Jennifer Brier, Infectious Ideas: US Political Responses to the AIDS Crisis, (University of North 
Carolina Press) 
 
James S. Olson and Randy Roberts, editors, My Lai: A Brief History with Documents (Bedford/St. 
Martin’s: 1998) 
 
**E-book versions strongly recommended. Other readings will be posted to Blackboard. 
 
Course description 

This class focuses on the history of the United States since the conclusion of the Second World 
War in 1945. During this relatively brief period of time, billions of documents and artifacts have 
been produced and preserved, and many more are being identified and archived in order to 
understand the recent past. Historians and other scholars of the past use these documents in 
order to construct factual narratives, or tell cohesive stories of the past that help us to make 
sense of the present; to understand and analyze the cultural and socioeconomic circumstances 
and consequences of a historical period or event; and to evaluate the underlying causes and 
effects of political and government actions. Course readings and topics in this class will focus on 
the following four broad themes:  

 First, the ways in which the African-American Civil Rights movement reshaped and 
redefined the meanings of citizenship, community, and democracy based on 
race/ethnicity, as well as immigration status, gender, sexuality, and disability. 

 Secondly, the ways in which the United States emerged as a military and diplomatic 
“superpower,” dominating global diplomacy and military affairs through the Cold War 
Era (1945-1990) and the post-Cold War Era marked by global neoliberal (i.e., “free 
trade”) consensus; the U.S.’s role in economic, political, and military conflicts in Latin 
America, the Middle East, Africa, and Central Asia (including post-Cold War military 
campaigns in the “War on Terror”); and the complex relationships between the United 
States and other regional or global powers (including the European Union, OPEC 
countries, Mexico/Canada, Russia, and China). 

 Third, the shifting domestic policies of the United States, especially tensions between 
New Deal and Great Society programs and the Conservative Counter-Revolution 

mailto:chmitche@newark.rutgers.edu
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opposing those programs, and the implications for healthcare, education, farm 
assistance, urban infrastructure and services. 

 Fourth, the dominance of mass media and information technology (radio/music, 
film/television, and the Internet) in American and global culture and the “Culture Wars,” 
or the ways in which American mass culture has responded to political events as well as 
the ways in which popular culture is used for political purposes in the United States. 

 
Learning outcomes 

By the end of this course, students will be able to 

 identify, note, detail, and establish important facts from the recent past 

 identify, analyze, and interpret primary source documents 

 evaluate historical claims by historians and other scholars of the recent past 

 make historical claims based on their own interpretation of the evidence and 
engagement with other historians and scholars of the recent past 

 
Students will also acquire some of the following academic skills: 

 how to establish objective criteria for defining the historical facts using a collaborative 
Wiki 

 how to engage classmates in critical discussions of historical material in a digital 
environment using Blackboard features like Discussion Board and Voice Thread 

 how to develop a multimedia project that analyzes and evaluates an important event, 
trend, or historical actor 

 how to complicate simplistic historical narratives by presenting historical information 
analytically as well as descriptively on shorter written assignments and an essay-based 
comprehensive examination 
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Disability statement 

Rutgers University Newark (RU-N) is committed to the creation of an inclusive and safe learning 
environment for all students. RU-N has identified the following resources to further the mission 
of access and support: 
 

 Students with Disabilities: Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into 
all of the University’s educational programs. The Office of Disability Services (ODS) is 
responsible for the determination of appropriate accommodations for students who 
encounter barriers due to disability. In order to receive consideration for reasonable 
accommodations, a student with a disability must contact ODS, register, have an initial 
appointment, and provide documentation. Once a student has completed the ODS 
process (registration, initial appointment, and documentation submitted) and 
reasonable accommodations are determined to be necessary and appropriate, a Letter 
of Accommodation (LOA) will be provided to the student. The student must give the LOA 
to each course instructor, followed by a discussion with the instructor. This should be 
completed as early in the semester as possible as accommodations are not retroactive. 
More information can be found at ods.rutgers.edu. Contact ODS: (973) 353-5375 or 
ods@newark.rutgers.edu. 

 Religious Holiday Policy and Accommodations: Students are advised to provide timely 
notification to instructors about necessary absences for religious observances and are 
responsible for making up the work or exams according to an agreed-upon schedule. 
The Division of Student Affairs is available to verify absences for religious observance, as 
needed: (973) 353-5063 or DeanofStudents@newark.rutgers.edu. 

 Counseling Services: Counseling Center Room 101, Blumenthal Hall, (973) 353-5805 or 
http://counseling.newark.rutgers.edu/. 

 Students with Temporary Conditions/Injuries: Students experiencing a temporary 
condition or injury that is adversely affecting their ability to fully participate in their 
courses should submit a request for assistance at: 
https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu.  

 Students Who are Pregnant: The Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance is available to 
assist students with any concerns or potential accommodations related to pregnancy: 
(973) 353-1906 or TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu. 

 
Gender or sex-based discrimination or harassment  

 

 Students experiencing any form of gender or sex-based discrimination or harassment 
including sexual assault, sexual harassment, relationship violence, or stalking, should 
know that help and support are available. 

 To report an incident, contact the Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance: (973) 353-
1906 or TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu. To submit an incident report: 
tinyurl.com/RUNReportingForm.  

mailto:ods@newark.rutgers.edu
mailto:DeanofStudents@newark.rutgers.edu
http://counseling.newark.rutgers.edu/
https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu/
mailto:TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu
http://tinyurl.com/RUNReportingForm
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 To speak with a staff member who is confidential and does NOT have a reporting 
responsibility, contact the Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance: (973) 
353-1918 or run.vpva@rutgers.edu. 

 Please note that the instructor for this course is a mandated Title IX reporter and cannot 
be considered a confidential source. Although class members may to speak to the 
instructor about sexual harassment and assault, the instructor is mandated by law to 
report to the Title IX officer. Students who wish to speak to a confidential source should 
consider contacting the Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance. 

 
Name and gender pronoun 

This class affirms all forms of gender expression and identity. If class members prefer to be 
called a different name than what is on the class roster, please let the instructor know. Class 
members should feel safe to correct the instructor or any member of the class on names or 
gender pronouns, or if class members do not wish to use a gender pronoun. Class members 
who have any questions or concerns should not hesitate to contact the instructor. 
 
Libraries and learning centers  

Rutgers University Libraries 
The most important resource at Rutgers is the University library system, which can be accessed 
at libraries.rutgers.edu. Many resources from the library may be directly accessed on-line, 
including most of the University’s scholarly journals, books, reference guides, music, visual 
materials, and films. This class will make extensive use of the library’s resources and students 
are encouraged to explore the library website. In addition, Rutgers-Newark has a library 
location at the John Cotton Dana Library on the main campus, which also houses the Institute 
of Jazz Archives. When the Dana Library is open during regular school hours, class members can 
contact the front help desk at (973)353-5901. 
 
The Writing Center 
The Writing Center (http://www.ncas.rutgers.edu/writingcenter), located in Room 126 of 
Conklin Hall, offers writing tutoring and writing workshops to all undergraduate students 
currently enrolled in classes on the Rutgers-Newark campus. Their tutors work to help students 
become more independent readers and writers capable of responding well to the demands of 
writing within the university.  The Writing Center is available to them free of charge and 
encourage them to take advantage of their services to strengthen their reading, writing, and 
research skills.  
 
The Learning Center 
The Learning Center (https://myrun.newark.rutgers.edu/learning-center) located in Room 140 
of Bradley Hall, provides tutoring services for a range of subjects in either small groups or one-
on-one. Our tutors are successful undergraduates who are trained to clarify important concepts 
with the understanding that everyone can learn and improve given sufficient time, attention, 
and encouragement. To properly benefit from tutoring, the Learning Center requires students 
to come prepared to engage in tutoring sessions as an active participant, having attended class, 

mailto:run.vpva@rutgers.edu
http://libraries.rutgers.edu/
http://www.ncas.rutgers.edu/writingcenter
https://myrun.newark.rutgers.edu/learning-center
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read the required textbook or readings, taken and reviewed their notes, and attempted their 
assignments. The Learning Center also hosts a series of workshops over the course of the 
semester on a range of success topics each semester and provides academic coaching sessions 
where a learning specialist helps students identify areas for improvement and select from a 
range of possible solutions. Then the specialist provides feedback over time until student 
performance improves. 
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Statement on academic honesty and plagiarism 

Plagiarism will not be accepted. Students will submit all electronic work to Blackboard through 
Turnitin or SafeAssign, and students must sign the University honor pledge when submitting 
any assignments. Any student who commits plagiarism or other acts of academic dishonesty 
will be investigated by the Office of Academic Integrity, and may result in further disciplinary 
action. Academic dishonesty includes unauthorized collaboration on homework assignments 
and, of course, cheating on in-class assignments. 
 
Assignments must include the following pledge: “On my honor, I have neither received nor 
given any unauthorized assistance on this examination / assignment.” 

From the University’s Policy on Academic Integrity for Undergraduate and Graduate Students: 
“Plagiarism is the representation of the words or ideas of another as one's own in any academic 
exercise. To avoid plagiarism, every direct quotation must be identified by quotation marks or 
by appropriate indentation and must be properly cited in the text or in a footnote. 
Acknowledgment is required when material from another source stored in print, electronic or 
other medium is paraphrased or summarized in whole or in part in one's own words. To 
acknowledge a paraphrase properly, one might state: "to paraphrase Plato's comment..." and 
conclude with a footnote identifying the exact reference. A footnote acknowledging only a 
directly quoted statement does not suffice to notify the reader of any preceding or succeeding 
paraphrased material. Information which is common knowledge such as names of leaders of 
prominent nations, basic scientific laws, etc., need not be footnoted; however, all facts or 
information obtained in reading or research that are not common knowledge among students 
in the course must be acknowledged. In addition to materials specifically cited in the text, only 
materials that contribute to one's general understanding of the subject may be acknowledged 
in the bibliography. Plagiarism can, in some cases, be a subtle issue. Any questions about what 
constitutes plagiarism should be discussed with the faculty member.” 
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Classroom policies  

Attendance 
Class members should log in at least once each weekday to ensure their connection to 
Blackboard discussion boards and other collaborative assignments. Participation in wiki, 
discussion board, and other collaborative activities may be used to account for attendance in 
on-line courses. Class members should do this even if the course is asynchronous, or organized 
with no set time. If on-line classes or sessions are scheduled synchronously, then pay attention 
to when required log in times. 
 
Absences and documented excuses 
Occasional illness (including illness of a child, parent, or other dependent), serious injury, 
transportation delays, and bereavement are inevitable. However, it is not the instructor’s 
responsibility to “catch you up.” If class members must miss a class meeting, please assume 
personal responsibility for work missed. Exchange contact information with classmates to help 
keep up with lectures or discussions missed. Given the time constraints and other classmates’ 
needs, students should not expect the instructor to repeat or summarize a lecture via e-mail 
or during office hours. 
 
The instructor can only excuse absences with proper documentation, and all students who miss 
classes should email or meet with the instructor briefly before class in order to receive an 
excuse. Proper documentation should be dated and include a signature. Proper documentation 
includes physician or medical care provider notes (including for sick children and dependents), 
court documents, obituaries, and formal requests from administration or faculty. Students who 
miss more than a day of classes are strongly encouraged to self report their absences at the 
following website: https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/. In addition, students with extended absences 
(longer than two weeks) should notify the Dean of Students at Rutgers-Newark. University 
policy stipulates that work scheduling conflicts and family vacations will not be excused. 
Students who simply e-mail the instructor without documentation, or who fail to follow up with 
documentation will not be excused. 
 
Class members will be required to check in on discussion board and other collaborative 
assignments where attendance can be noted. Failure to do so may result in an undocumented 
absence. Department policy maintains that students are permitted four unexcused absences, 
after which they will begin to lose 5 percentage points of their final grade. Students with more 
than eight absences should withdraw from the course. 
 
E-management and organization 
Students must participate in all aspects of the course, including Blackboard assignments. 
Students must also regularly check their email to attend to any class-related business over the 
course of the session. The digital classroom requires continual electronic communication 
between instructor and student, and failure to communicate regularly via email will not count 
as an excuse for missed/late assignments or disorganization. Class members must have a 
working RUID and password, as well as coordination of email and Blackboard. The instructor is 

https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/
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not responsible for registering individual students for a username or gaining access to 
Blackboard, and students are responsible for any and all material and instructions posted on 
Blackboard regardless. 
 
Student conduct on-line 
Please be respectful of other class members, the instructor, the classroom community, and the 
university setting. The classroom community will not tolerate ad hominem attacks on other 
class members or the instructor, including attacks couched in racism, sexism, transphobia, 
homophobia, discrimination based on ability, and religious intolerance. Class members who are 
severely disruptive may be asked to leave the forum; such students will be marked absent for 
the day and may lose credit in more substantive ways.  
 
Late work 
Late work will be accepted, so students should not email the instructor to ask if they can 
submit work late. However, work submitted late without a documented excuse will be 
penalized 10% per class day late. Work submitted after five days will not be penalized more 
than 50%, but 50% represents the highest amount of credit students can earn after five days. 
 
Readings 
Students must complete the readings before each class meeting, prepared to bring questions 
and comments for class. Students must purchase or otherwise obtain copies of the required 
texts. All other texts will be available on the course blackboard page. Students are required to 
bring the readings to class in order to reference page numbers and other references to the 
readings in podcasts. This is an intensive summer course of study, and students will read an 
average of 30-40 pages per class meeting. Although on a handful of days we will exceed that 
limit, many days will consist of only 15-20 pages of readings. Some students may find the 
amount of reading difficult, and such students should make plans to dedicate extra hours in 
order to successfully complete the course readings. Again, this is a summer course, and the 
amount of reading we will cover in six weeks is ordinarily covered in about three months during 
a regular semester, so please plan study time accordingly. The University and the instructor 
suggest that students schedule or otherwise dedicate 5-10 class hours per week reading and 
studying for this course. The instructor expects students to complete all the assigned readings 
before the date they appear on the calendar, and students should expect the instructor to call 
on them and ask questions about the readings at any time. In addition to the readings listed 
on the course calendar, students are responsible for reading all supplemental materials, 
including the syllabus, the writing guide, and all prompts found on Blackboard. 
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Course work 

Class wiki (15%). The class wiki is a collaborative project that students will contribute to about 
two or three times a week according to the course calendar. The class Wiki meets our 
knowledge-based learning goals by providing students with the opportunity to collaboratively 
note important people, events, and key terms by providing references to readings and verified 
external sources. For example, you might write or contribute to an entry on the My Lai 
Massacre, the Freedom Rides, the Immigration Act of 1965, the Stonewall Riots, the Iran-Contra 
scandal, NAFTA, or the impeachment of Bill Clinton. 
 
Voicethread primary source analysis (15%). Each week, a visual or audio primary source will be 
posted to Blackboard using Voicethread. Voicethread allows students to record comments after 
viewing an image or listening to a clip. Voicethread assignments address the conceptual 
learning outcomes by exploring the relationship between historical arguments and primary 
sources. Students will be asked to analyze the primary source in the context of what they have 
learned each week. In many cases, class members will have the opportunity to look at some of 
the primary sources from the readings in greater depth in order to think about the relationship 
between historical arguments and the interpretation of primary source evidence. 
 
Discussion Board (20%). Each week, a discussion board assignment will organize and synthesize 
the readings into a class-wide conversation. The discussion board meets the course’s critical 
learning outcomes by prompting students to raise questions and comments about the readings, 
how they fit together, and how we might use them to think about the historical events and 
actors described and explained in our readings. 
 
Multimedia Project (25%). Students will complete a multi-part multimedia project over a topic 
of their choosing. Students will develop a bibliography using primary sources and peer-
reviewed works by historians and other scholars of the past. Multimedia projects can be 
presented as on-line projects using Instagram, Twitter, or using Word Press or Tumblr to create 
a blog. Students may also develop short documentary-style films using video or PowerPoint 
technology. The multi-media project is further broken down into the following sections: 

1) A project proposal will be due no later than 11:59 p.m., Sunday, May 31 
2) A bibliography will be due no later than 11:59 p.m., Sunday, June 7 
3) The final project must be completed and posted or made available to the instructor 

no later than 11:59 p.m., Friday, June 26 
4) A media project research report will be completed and filed no later than 11:59 

p.m., Friday, June 26 
 
Final examination (25%). Students will complete and submit a comprehensive final examination 
on Thursday, July 2, no later than 11:59 p.m. 
 
Grade scale (for grades submitted to transcripts): 
A: 89.5-100 
B+: 85-89.4 
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B: 79.5-84.9 
C+: 75-79.4 
C: 69.5-74.9 
D: 59.5-69.4 
F: 0-59.4 
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Calendar of readings and assignments  

The calendar is organized into weekly modules. 

 Each Sunday during the day or evening your materials for the week will be posted. Your 
course materials will include: 1) readings on Blackboard, 2) readings from the assigned 
textbooks (Baldwin, Brier, or Olson and Roberts), 3) presentations (podcasts, lectures, 
and other media), and 4) library media. Complete the readings on your own time, or as 
per the instructions for assignments and presentations. 

 Each Monday morning you will receive announcements of the week’s assignments and 
expectations. 

 Each Monday and Tuesday assessments of the previous week’s course work will be 
conducted. 

 Assignments will be due every Saturday no later than 11:59 p.m. unless otherwise 
specified on the syllabus or on Blackboard. 

 

Week 1: May 26-May 31: Postwar America: Economic Prosperity and Social Conflict 
in an Age of Trauma and Anxiety 
Course readings and materials 
Blackboard readings Primary source documents: 1) James Baldwin, “The Harlem Ghetto;” 2) 

Shirley Jackson, “The Lottery;” 3) Norman Mailer, “The Paper House;” 4) 
Mario Suarez, “El Hoyo” 

 Primary source documents and essays: 1) “The Origins of the Cold War 
Era;” 2) “The Consumer’s Republic: Mass Culture, Consumer Markets, and 
Identity in the 1950s;” 3) “To the Brink: Berlin, Cuba, and the Threat of 
Nuclear War” 

Library media American History in Video: “Message from Hiroshima” (dir. Masaki 
Tanabe) 

Presentation topics 1) The Historical Traumas of War; 2) Cold War Conflict from Truman to 
Kennedy; 3) Race, Sex, and Rock ‘n Roll: Origins of the Culture Wars; 4) 
Advertising and Affluence in Post-war American Culture 

Assignments 
Wiki Contribute to the wiki two times in reference to Week 1 readings 
Voicethread Complete Voicethread assignment commenting on visual primary sources 
Discussion Board Contribute to Discussion Board on the topic: “Cold War Era Culture and 

Policy” 
Media Project Proposal due May 31 

Week 2: June 1-June 7: Civil Rights, Work, and Citizenship in the 1950s and 1960s 
Course readings and materials 
Blackboard readings Primary source documents: 1) Ysidro Ramón Macias, “The Evolution of 

the Mind;” 2) Gloria Anzaldúa, “La Prieta,” 3) Luis Valdez, “Las Dos caras 
del Patroncito” 
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 Primary source documents and essays: 1) “Equality, Freedom, and Power: 
The Civil Rights Revolution;” 2) “The Great Society and the Politics of 
Liberal Reform” 

Textbook reading Baldwin, The Fire Next Time (read all) 
Library media Library stream: “I am not your Negro” (dir. Raoul Peck) 
Presentation topics 1) A Chronology of Civil Rights Campaigns in the 1950s and 1960s; 2) 

Chicana/o and Filipina/o Farmworkers and the Politics of Labor in the 
Civil Rights Era; 3) Civil Rights, Immigration Reform, and the “Great 
Society”: Domestic Policy in the 1960s 

 
Assignments 
Wiki Contribute to the wiki three times in reference to Week 2 readings 
Voicethread  Complete Voicethread assignment commenting on visual primary sources 
Discussion Board Contribute to Discussion Board on the topic: “The Struggle for Minority 

Civil Rights and Workers’ Rights in the 1950s and 1960s” 
Media Project Bibliography due June 7 

Week 3: June 8-June 14: The Implications of the Civil Rights Revolution 
Course readings and materials 
Blackboard readings Primary source documents (brief): 1) Vine Deloria, Jr. “The Red and the 

Black;” 2) Jean Panella, “Blindfolded, I Had an Abortion in 1970;” 3) 
Documents from the Young Lords Party; 4) Merle Woo, “Letter to Ma;” 5) 
Carl Wittman, “A Gay Manifesto;” 6) Marsha P. Johnson, “Rapping with a 
Street Transvestite Action Revolutionary 
Peer-reviewed articles and book excerpts: 1) Richard K. Scotch, “‘Nothing 
about Us without US’: Disability Rights in America,” OAH Magazine of 
History 23:3 (2009): 17-22; 2) Lennard Davis, “Normality, Power, and 
Culture,” Disability Studies Reader, Fourth Edition (2013): 1-14; 3) William 
Wei, The Asian American Movement (excerpt): 11-43 

 Primary source documents and essays: “From the Feminine Mystique to 
Women’s Liberation: Feminist Politics in the 1960s and 1970s” 

Library media Kanopy: “Born in Flames” (dir. Lizzie Borden) 
Presentation topics 1) Immigration, the War in Vietnam, and the Asian-American Student 

Movement; 2) The American Indian Movement; 3) The Counter-Culture: 
Sex, Drugs, Rock’n Roll and the Origins of the Culture Wars; 4) Urban 
Resistance: The Young Lords, the Black Panthers, and the Gay Liberation 
Front; 5) The Women’s Movement: Redefining Gender Roles, Sexuality, 
and Reproductive Justice; 6) Gay, Lesbian-Feminist, and Trans Liberation; 
7) Disability Rights and the Struggle for Self-Determination 

 
Assignments 
Wiki   Contribute to the wiki one time in reference to Week 3 readings 
Voicethread  Complete Voicethread assignment commenting on “Born in Flames” 
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Discussion Board Contribute to Discussion Board on the topic: “The Implications of the Civil 
Rights Revolution” 

Week 4: June 15-June 21: Vietnam and America’s Global Image in the Late Cold 
War Era 
Course readings and materials 
Blackboard readings Peer-reviewed articles: 1) James Morton Turner, “‘The Specter of 

Environmentalism’: Wilderness, Environmental Politics, and the Evolution 
of the New Right,” JAH 96:1 (2009): 123-147; † 2) Trudie Olson, “The 
Sagebrush Rebellion,” Rangelands 2:5 (1980): 195-199; 3) Matthew 
Lassiter, “Inventing Family Values”: 13-28 

 Primary source documents and essays: “A New Age of Limits: America 
and the World in the 1970s” 

Textbook reading Olson and Roberts, My Lai (read all) 
Library media  American History in Video: “Back to My Lai” (60 Minutes, 1998) 
Presentation topics 1) The Many Crises of the Vietnam War, 2) Watergate and Political 

Realignment in the 1970s, 3) Environmental, Energy, and Economic Crises 
in the 1970s, 4) Mainstreaming the Counterculture in the Era of Porno 
Chic, Outlaw Cowboys, and Disco Divas 

Assignments 
Wiki   Contribute to the wiki two times in reference to Week 4 readings 
Voicethread  No Voicethread assignment for Week 4 
Discussion Board Contribute to the Discussion Board: “Political and Cultural Conflict from 

Vietnam to the Sagebrush Rebellion” 

Week 5: June 22-June 28: Crisis and Prosperity: The US in the 1980s and 1990s 
Course readings and materials 
Blackboard readings Primary source documents: Jan Zita Grover, “Visible Lesions”: 354-381; 

“AIDS: Keywords”: 17-30 
Textbook reading Jennifer Brier, Infectious Ideas (read all) 
Library media Kanopy: 1) “L.A. Burning: The Riots 25 Years Later” (dir. Erik Parker); 2) 

“United in Anger: A History of ACT UP” (dir. Jim Hubbard) 
Presentation topics 1) The Conservative Counterrevolution from Anita Bryant and Ronald 

Reagan to Pat Buchanan and New Gingrich; 2) Backlash and Cultural 
Resistance in the Era of ACT UP and Rodney King; 3) From the Cold War 
Order to the New World Order; 4) Impeachment and Scandal at the Dawn 
of the Internet Era 

 
Assignments 
Wiki   Contribute to the wiki one time in reference to Week 5 readings 
Voicethread  Contribute to Voicethread on visual primary sources 
Discussion Board Contribute to Discussion Board on Infectious Ideas 
Media project and media project report due June 26 
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Week 6: June 29-July 2 
Course readings and materials 
Blackboard readings Primary source documents and essays: 1) “The 1990s and the Search for 

Post-Cold War Priorities;” 2) “A Post-Racial America or a New Jim Cro? 
Contemporary Debates about Race, Ethnicity, and Immigration;” 3) “The 
United States in the World since 9/11” 

Presentation Topics 1) September 11, 2001, the Global War on Terror, and the Wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan; 2) The Internet Revolution and Global Neoliberalism; 3) 
Domestic Catastrophes: Katrina, the Great Recession, and the Opiod 
Crisis; 4) The Contradictions of American Democracy in an Age of 
Marriage Equality, Black Lives Matter, #MeToo, and Donald Trump 

 
Assignments 
Final examination due July 2 


