Professor Hyacinth Miller
hyacinth.miller@rutgers.edu

Office: Hill Hall 718
Office hours: Virtual, by appointment only

INTRO TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS
21:790:203:60 | Tuesdays 2:30 to 5:20

Classes will be online, synchronous, January 18th and January 25th.
To protect the health and wellbeing of all members of the Rutgers-Newark
community, masks must be worn by all persons inside campus buildings
when in the presence of others, and in buildings in non-private enclosed
settings (e.g., common workspaces, workstations, meeting rooms, classrooms,
etc.).
Masks should securely cover the nose and mouth. Masks must be worn
during class meetings. No eating or drinking during class time. Each day
before you arrive on campus or leave your residence hall, you must complete
the brief survey on the My Campus Pass symptom checker self-screening app
found at myRutgers Portal.
About This Course
Comparative Politics is the study of domestic politics inside and across countries. In this
discussion-based interactive course, we study the different forms of government employed
by states across the world. Together, we conduct a more intimate analysis of select countries
by investigating the country’s history, identifying the government structure, evaluating its
socio-economic status, exploring regional, national and ethnic identities and culture and
discussing the impact of the government’s relationship with its citizenry.
We will explore the development of selected states in Africa, Asia, Latin America, North
America, the ‘Middle East’ and Europe and contemporary challenges to their continued
sovereignty. This course also serves two functions: (1) to provide you with the necessary
tools to help analyze and explain some aspects of current global events; and (2) to serve as
a foundation for more specialized coursework in the Department of Political Science.
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Course Learning Goals
● Identify case studies nations on a map, the country’s leadership and differentiate
these nations according to government type and structure
● Compare the case-studied countries’ socio-politics and political economy
● Evaluate the interrelationships between the countries studied, their citizens and
neighbors
● Explain the relevance of events and ideas that have shaped aspects of global history,
society and culture in various regions of the world
● Describe the historical contexts of current news events in case-studied countries
● Develop academic writing, critical thinking and presentation skills through the
production of analytical essays and oral presentations

Prerequisite: A willingness to engage with new materials and an openness to embracing
different ideas

Required Texts All books are available at the campus bookstore
Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics -Second Edition - Patrick H. O'Neil
ISBN-10 : 0393532895 : ISBN-13 : 978-0393532890
This is what the text book looks like

Course Grading
1. Written Submissions…………………..…...................................................20%
2. Class Participation…………………………..................................................20%
3. Quizzes…………………………………………………………………………..20%
4. Group Work………………………………………………………………………20%
5. Final……………………………………………………………………………….20%
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Course Grading Breakdown

Written
Submissions
20%

Final Exam
20%

Class
Participation
20%

Group Work
20%

Quizzes
20%

Course Grading Scale
90 – 100+
87 – 89.9
80 – 86.9
77 – 79.9
70 – 76.9
65 – 69.9
0 – 64.9

A
B+
B
C+
C
D
F

Academic Integrity
This course follows Rutgers University policies relating to Academic Integrity. Rutgers
University expects students to maintain the highest ethical standards. The consequences of
academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, are very serious. Rutgers’ academic
integrity policy is here Academic Integrity for Students. Violations will be reported and
enforced according to this policy.
Use of external website resources such as Chegg.com or others to obtain solutions to
homework assignments, quizzes, or exams is cheating and a violation of the University
Academic Integrity policy. Cheating in the course may result in grade penalties, disciplinary
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sanctions or educational sanctions. Posting homework assignments, or exams, to external
sites without the instructor's permission may be a violation of copyright and may constitute
the facilitation of dishonesty, which may result in the same penalties as plain
cheating. Plagiarism means copying another person’s written work and presenting it as your
own. This covers all submitted work in this course. The University takes plagiarism very
seriously as do I.
The university requires that the following honor pledge is written and signed on every
exam, paper, or other major course assignment that is submitted for grading:
“On my honor, I have neither received nor given any unauthorized assistance on this
examination (assignment).”

Privacy
To ensure a positive, productive and enjoyable learning experience for all participants, it is
important that all students adhere to Online Classroom, Meetings and Activities
Expectations, which include online behaviors and privacy guidelines for students.
Privacy Guidelines for Students
All students must follow the following privacy guidelines:
● Do not video record, audio record, photograph, live stream, transmit or share in any
other way any part of online classes, meetings or activities, including no posting on
any social media platform.
● Any confidential or personally identifiable information related to students participating
during online classes, meetings or activities should not be collected, discussed or
shared.
Behavioral Expectations for Students
● Students must use their Rutgers accounts when logging into Zoom or Canvas. These
require the use of your Rutgers NetID and password.
● Login credentials must not be shared. Sharing of login information violates other
students’ and instructors’ rights to confidentiality and could allow class participation by
unauthorized persons and/or lead to disruptive behaviors that detract from a
productive and positive learning environment.
● All Rutgers University policies that apply to civility and appropriate student behavior
must be adhered to, including the University Code of Conduct and Rules of
Professional Responsibility.

Communication Policy
You are responsible for reading all of my posted announcements. You should log into our
course site frequently to check for new announcements.
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Contact me via email at hyacinth.miller@rutgers.edu. I will usually respond to email
messages within 24 to 48 hours (except for weekends).
When sending me an email, address the email as Dear Professor Miller, or Dear Professor. I
WILL NOT RESPOND TO EMAIL MESSAGES THAT BEGIN WITH “Hey”, “Yo”, “Hi” or
NO GREETING AT ALL.
Always include the subject and course name in the subject line because I teach more than
one class per semester.
RU Web mail is the official email address used by the course software. University policy is to
only communicate with students using a Rutgers email address.

Attendance and Participation Policy
I designed this course to be an interactive learning experience. Discussion of readings
comprises a significant portion of every student’s final course grade. You must complete the
required reading BEFORE class to enable informed participation. I calculate participation
grades based on both the quality and quantity of your classroom participation.
Because of the nature of the class design, you should attend every class session. We meet
for only 45 hours this semester – that is the equivalent of one, full-time workweek. Lack of
participation and attendance will equal lower final course grades. If you must miss a class,
you are responsible for completing any in-class assignment for that day and for obtaining any
important class related information from that day.
If you are going to miss a class, within 24 hours of your absence, the University requires you
to use the University absence-reporting website found here Report Absence to indicate the
date/reason for your absence. Be sure to advise me of a religious-related absence.
Keep in mind that using the reporting system does not mean that your absence is
automatically “excused.” In addition, sending an email stating that you cannot attend the
class does not constitute an excused absence. I expect you to inform me about an absence
before or immediately after the absence takes place. I require valid documentation to
consider excusing an absence.

Life happens and a global pandemic does not make it easier.
Make sure to communicate with me and/or your Rutgers-Newark
Academic Advisor if anything happens to you that disrupts your
academic progress.
Late Submission Policy - No late submissions accepted (unless special
circumstances)
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Time Commitment
This course includes considerable time spent doing readings, assignments and other work
toward course mastery. To be successful in this course, guidelines estimate that you will
need to spend at least six to nine hours of coursework per week. Depending on your
individual background and/or schedule, some Units may require more time, some less.
● Class Time
up to 3 hours
● Watching Instructor Videos and other Multimedia:
up to 2 hours
● Reading Assignments
up to 3 hours
● Various Weekly Assignments
up to 2 hours
This course has a schedule with deadlines. This course is NOT self-paced. Do not try to
‘save-up’ all course work to the day before assignments are due. Doing work every day
works best.

Dropping or Withdrawing from the Course
To drop or withdraw from this course, it is not sufficient to stop posting assignments or
contributing to discussion. You must do so formally through the Registrar’s office. It
is your responsibility to complete all forms. If not, I must assign you an F grade at the end of
the semester. You can review this information using this link Registrar

Required technological skills

- Ability to use Canvas

Technical Problems
Direct ALL technical questions to the Student Help Desk at
help@newark.rutgers.edu. You can also call them at 973-353-5083. This link directs you
to the Newark Computing Services Web site Help Desk. If there is a technical glitch on
Blackboard, email the assignment to me at hyacinth.miller@rutgers.edu, BEFORE the
deadline.
In an online environment, there is always a possibility of technical issues (e.g., lost
connection, hardware or software failure). Many of these can be resolved relatively quickly,
but if you wait until the last minute to do/submit an assignment, the chances of these glitches
affecting your success increase. Plan appropriately. If a problem occurs, it is essential you
take immediate action to resolve the problem.

Required equipment - Computer, Internet access, webcam with microphone OR
headphones with microphone; software that can save a document in Microsoft Word.

Protecting the intellectual property of students and instructors
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Almost all original work is the intellectual property of its authors. These works may include
syllabi, lecture slides, recorded lectures, homework problems, exams, and other materials, in
either printed or electronic form. The authors may hold copyrights in these works, which are
protected by U.S. statutes. Copying this work or posting it online without the permission of
the author may violate the author’s rights. More importantly, these works are the product of
the author’s efforts; respect for these efforts and for the author’s intellectual property rights is
an important value that members of the university community take seriously.
For more instructions on copyright protections at Rutgers University, refer to the Rutgers
Libraries.

Course Content - View Course Content information on Blackboard for an expanded view
of the course schedule.

We will study select countries from six geographical areas:
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, “Middle East”, & North America

Anti-vaccine protesters rally in France, Germany, Austria, Italy - More than 100,000 people marched across
France against government’s plans to introduce a COVID-19 vaccine pass. In this image demonstrators hold
banners reading "No to health pass" and "Truth" during a protest against the health pass and COVID-19
vaccines at Place du Palais-Royal, Paris, on January 8, 2022 [Christophe Archambault/ AFP]
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Weekly Course Schedule
Date
January 18

Subject
Introduction
The United States of America –

January 25

States

February 1

Nations and Society

February 8

Political Economy

February 15

Political Violence
Federal Republic of Nigeria

February 22

March 1

Democratic Regimes
Developed Democracies
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Nondemocratic Regimes

March 8
People’s Republic of China
SPRING BREAK

March 15
March 22

Communism and Post-Communism
Developing Countries

March 29
Islamic Republic of Iran
April 5

Japan

April 12

Republic of South Africa

April 19

Brazil
Globalization and the Future of Comparative Politics
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April 26

Semester Review

Overall Course Advice
Take deadlines seriously
All assignments and deadlines are in the syllabus and the course Web site so you can plan
when and how to complete your work this semester. If you have several deadlines at once,
you must still submit assignments on time. You will not receive credit for late assignments.
Take advantage of virtual office hours
Office hours are for your benefit. It is an opportunity to assess your performance, or go over
questions and/or issues with class materials and assignments. You can send me an email to
schedule a time to discuss, if or when needed. Use this link - Professor Miller's Calendar
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AFRICA (54)
A

D

L

S

Algeria

Djibouti

Lesotho

Sao Tome & Principe

Angola

E

Liberia

Senegal

B

Egypt

Libya

Seychelles

Benin

Equatorial
Guinea

M

Sierra Leone

Madagascar

Somalia

Malawi

South Africa

Mali

South Sudan

Mauritania

Sudan

Mauritius

Swaziland

Morocco

T

Mozambique

Tanzania

N

Togo

Namibia

Tunisia

Niger

U

Nigeria

Uganda

R

Z

Rwanda

Zambia

Botswana
Eritrea
Burkina Faso
Ethiopia
Burundi
G
C
Gabon
Cabo Verde
Gambia
Cameroon
Ghana
Central African Republic
(CAR)
Chad
Comoros
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC)
Republic of the Congo
(Congo-Brazzaville)

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
K
Kenya

Cote d'Ivoire
(Ivory Coast)
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Australia and Oceania (26)
A

M

S

American Samoa (USA)

Marshall Islands Micronesia

Samoa

Australia

N

Solomon Islands

C

Nauru

T

Cook Islands (New
Zealand)

New Caledonia (France)

Tokelau (New Zealand)

New Zealand

Tonga

Niue (New Zealand)

Tuvalu

Norfolk Island (Australia)

V

Northern Mariana Islands
(USA)

Vanuatu

G
Guam (USA)

P

K

Palau

Kiribati

Papua New Guinea

F
Fiji
French Polynesia (France)

W
Wake Island (USA)
Wallis and Futuna (France)

Pitcairn Islands (UK)
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Asia (46)
A

J

O

T

Afghanistan

Japan

Oman

Taiwan

B

Jordan

P

Tajikistan

Bahrain

K

Pakistan

Thailand

Bangladesh

Kazakhstan

Palestine

Timor-Leste

Bhutan

Kuwait

Philippines

Turkey

Brunei

Kyrgyzstan

Q

Turkmenistan

C

L

Qatar

U

Cambodia

Laos

R

United Arab Emirates
(UAE)

China

Lebanon

Russian Federation

I
India

M

S

Uzbekistan
V

Malaysia

Saudi Arabia

Vietnam

Maldives

Singapore

Y

Mongolia

South Korea

Yemen

Myanmar
(Burma)

Sri Lanka

Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Israel

Syria
N
Nepal
North Korea
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South America (15)
A

G

Argentina

Guyana

B

P

Bolivia

Paraguay

Brazil

Peru

C

S

Chile

South Georgia and the South Sandwich
Islands (UK)

Colombia
Suriname
E
U
Ecuador
Uruguay
F
V
Falkland Islands (UK)
Venezuela
French Guiana (France)
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A
Anguilla (UK)

E

N

T

El Salvador

Navassa Island (USA)

Trinidad and Tobago Turks
and Caicos

G

Nicaragua

Grenada

P

Islands (UK)
U

Guatemala

Panama

United States of America

Greenland
(Denmark)

Puerto Rico – (USA)

U.S. Virgin Islands (USA)

Barbados
Baja Nuevo
(Columbia)

Guadeloupe
(France)

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Belize

H

Saint Lucia

Bermuda (UK)

Haiti

Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines

Bonaire (Netherlands)

Honduras

British Virgin Islands
(UK)

J

Antigua and Barbuda
Aruba (Netherlands)
B
Bahamas

S

Saba (Netherlands)

North
America (48)

Saint Barthélemy (France)
Jamaica

C

Saint Martin (France)
M

Canada
Mexico

Saint Pierre and Miquelon
(France)

Cayman Islands (UK)
Clipperton Island
(France)

Martinique
(France)
Montserrat (UK)

Serranilla (Columbia)
San Andrés and Providencia
(Columbia)

Costa Rica
Sint Eustatius (Netherlands)
Cuba
Sint Maarten (Netherlands)
Curaçao (Netherlands)
D
Dominica
Dominican Republic
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Europe (50)
A

F

L

S

Albania

Finland

Latvia

San Marino

Andorra

France

Liechtenstein

Serbia

Armenia

G

Lithuania

Slovakia

Austria

Georgia

Luxembourg

Slovenia

Azerbaijan

Germany

M

Spain

B

Greece

Macedonia

Sweden

Belarus

H

Malta

Switzerland

Belgium

Hungary

Moldova

T

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

I

Monaco

Turkey

Iceland

Montenegro

U

Ireland

N

Ukraine

Italy

Netherlands

United Kingdom (UK)

K

Norway

V

Kazakhstan

P

Vatican City (Holy See)

Kosovo

Poland

Bulgaria
C
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
D
Portugal
Denmark
E

R
Romania

Estonia

Russian Federation
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Serving Students
Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance
The Office of Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance offers counseling and
advocacy services, educational programming, and training, consultation and
policy development services to all members of the University community. Our
programs and services are designed to promote ways of coping with the effects
of interpersonal violence and to prevent such violence from occurring.

Office of Student Life LGBTQ Resource Program
The Office of Student Life LGBTQ Resource Program seeks to create a safe and
affirming environment for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and ally
students, faculty and staff at Rutgers University-Newark.

Veteran and Military Programs and Services
Rutgers University welcomes current and prospective students who are veterans
and Reservists. We want to help make your transition to college life as smooth as
possible and your college experience rewarding and productive.

Mental Health Wellness
If you experience mental or other difficulties, contact one of the university’s
psychological and counseling centers. The centers offer a variety of free,
confidential services to part-time and full-time students enrolled at Rutgers.

Office of Disability Services
To receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a
disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus
where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide
documentation. Click here to access for more information Guidelines. To begin
this process, complete the Registration form on the ODS web site, Registration
Form. For information about your case, contact the Director, Allen Sheffield, at
(973) 353-5375 or in the Office of Disability Services in the Paul Robeson
Campus Center, in suite 219 or by contacting odsnewark@newark.rutgers.edu

Rutgers Immigrant Community Assistance Project (RICAP)
All students currently enrolled at Rutgers are eligible for a free and
confidential legal consultation with RICAP Immigrant Rights Attorney Jason
Hernandez. In some instances, direct representation may be available through
RICAP directly or by referral to a reputable attorney. Contact Jason Hernandez,
Immigrant Rights Attorney, at 856-225-2302 or
jason.c.hernandez@rutgers.edu to schedule your appointment.
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Undocumented Student Services (USS)
The Office of the Dean of Students is happy to provide services to support
undocumented and DACA students on our campus. For undocumented students
seeking one-on-one support to navigate campus resources, obtain referrals, or
address other concerns, contact 973-353-5063
or undocu.services@newark.rutgers.edu.

The Writing Center
We will work together on improving your writing, but if you should wish, you may
also contact the Writing Center, which offers writing tutoring and workshops to all
undergraduate students currently enrolled in classes on the Rutgers, Newark
campus. It is located in Conklin 126; phone 973-353-5847.

Rutgers Learning Center (tutoring services)
Our center exists to support your studies. We can help to clarify key course
concepts and through peer led discussion refine your understanding. This
conversation demands active participation which in turn requires that you attend
all your classes, read your textbooks, prepare and review well organized and
copious notes, participate in class discussions and conscientiously attempt your
homework before seeking assistance.

Rutgers University Libraries
Assistance with library resources is available through phone, email and chat.
Please review the Introduction to Rutgers Libraries Library Guide.

Rutgers Holiday Policy
Students are advised to provide timely notification to instructors about necessary
absences for religious observances and are responsible for making up the work
or exams according to an agreed-upon schedule.
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