
EARLY POLITICAL THEORY 

 

21:790:371 

Spring 2020 

Smith Hall 242 

Tuesdays, 18:00-21:00 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

 

Instructor: Dr. Shu-Shan Lee 

E-mail: shushan.lee@rutgers.edu 

Office: 718 Hill Hall 

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 10:00-12:00 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course is a survey of ancient political theory. Thinkers in this tradition are pioneers in the 

development of Western political thought. Many of the political questions that troubled Plato, 

Aristotle, and other ancient philosophers are still relevant today: Why should I obey the law? 

What is justice? Is democracy the best form of government? The important political concepts, 

such as freedom, equality and the rule of law, also find their first articulation in this tradition 

of antiquity. To study ancient political thought is tantamount to a return to our political origins. 

In this course, we will contextualize those ancients’ political answers within their worldviews. 

We will also focus on both continuity and change in this tradition. Further, we will examine 

how these ancient thinkers influenced our understandings of politics today.  

 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 

1. explain the concepts and arguments in the assigned reading.  

2. analyze real politics based on the reading assigned.  

3. defend their explanation, analysis, and position on politics with evidence from reading 

assignments and other reputable sources. 

4. build the skills to communicate their political ideas to others through course assignments. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Give yourself an adequate amount of time to read in advance of each class. It is imperative for 

you to come to lectures prepared. Doing the readings is the first and most important requirement 

if you are to succeed in this course.  

 

1. Class Participation (15%):  
 

Purpose: Class participation is an opportunity for you to ask questions and obtain 

information to enhance your own understanding of a topic and to explore issues and ideas 
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in depth from a variety of viewpoints. Ultimately, it helps you develop the skills to 

communicate your ideas to others. 

 

Participation Policy:  

a. You must attend classes and demonstrate the ability to listen to others, contribute to the 

dialogue in real-time, and support your arguments with evidence.  

b. You are allowed two unexcused absences without penalty. Each additional unexcused 

absence will be penalized as follows: penalties for absences will be applied at the rate 

of 3 points per class. For example, if you have an 89 final average, with 4 unexcused 

absences, your final participation grade will be 89-12=77.  

 

2. Five In-Class Quizzes (20%):  
 

Assignment Weight Due Date Required Reading 

1st Quiz 4% Week 3, 2/4 Week 2 

2nd Quiz 4% Week 5, 2/18 Weeks 3 and 4 

3rd Quiz 4% Week 11, 3/31 Weeks 6 and 10 

4th Quiz 4% Week 13, 4/14 Weeks 11 and 12 

5th  Quiz 4% Week 15, 4/28 Weeks 13 and 14 

 

Purpose: The quiz assignment is designed to challenge your understanding of the course 

material.  

 

Quiz Policy:  

a. In the quiz, you will be asked to explain a quotation from the required reading.  

b. Your answer must be based on the context and argument in the assigned textbooks. 

c. There are three types of grades: “satisfactory,” “in-between,” and “unsatisfactory.” You 

will get 4 points for each “satisfactory” mark; 2.5 for “in-between;” and 0 for 

“unsatisfactory.” For example, if you have two “satisfactory” and three “unsatisfactory” 

quizzes, your final grade for this part of your evaluation is (2 X 4 points) + (3 X 0 point) 

= 8 points.  

d. Please note that you will have no difficulty answering the quiz as long as you read the 

course materials and review your notes. 

 

3. One Essay Draft Presentation and Two Essays (15% + 50% = 65%):  
 

Assignment Weight Due Date Required 

Reading 

Present draft of 1st essay 

(Group 1) 

15% Week 7, in class, 3/3  

 

Weeks 2-6 Present draft of 1st essay 

(Group 2) 

15% Week 8, in class, 3/10 

submit 1st essay 20% Week 8: 5 pm, Friday, 3/13  

 

Present draft of 2nd essay 

(Group 3) 

15% Week 15: in class, 4/28  

Weeks 10-14 

Submit 2nd essay 30% Week 16: 5 pm, Friday, 5/1 
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Purpose: Essay draft presentation and writing are important educational and skill-building 

tools:  

 

a. Knowledge: They give you an opportunity for exploring and consolidating what you 

have learned from the course and the assigned reading.  

b. Skills: They allow you to practice skills such as identifying an interesting idea, 

organizing arguments and evidence to support this idea, and communicate effectively 

with a reader in both spoken and written formats.  

c. Career: Public speaking and writing are important to your career development no 

matter which profession you choose after graduation. 

 

Specific Tasks: To complete the presentation and writing assignment, you must do the 

following: 

 

a. Your goal is to use a theory learned in class to analyze an empirical case of your choice, 

OR use an empirical case of your choice to criticize a theory. 

b. You present your essay proposal.  

c. You revise your essay based on the feedback received from me and your classmates. 

d. You submit your essays on Turn-It-In before the scheduled deadline.  

 

Presentation Policy:  

a. You are required to present a draft for one of your two essays. I will split the students 

into three groups alphabetically by the first name. The first group will present during 

week 7, the second group week 8, and the third group will be presenting during week 

15. 

b. You must limit your presentation to 5 minutes. The time limit is designed to encourage 

you to present only the essential information: your thesis, the supporting argument and 

evidence, and your position on the issue discussed.  

c. I will ring a bell to help you keep track of your time:  

 

First bell 2 minutes remaining! 

Second bell 1 minute remaining! 

Third bell Stop! 

 

d. A 10-minute Q&A section will follow each presentation. You should respond to 

feedback in a civilized manner and improve your assignment accordingly.  

 

Presentation Rubric: 

 

A Excellent 

The presenter was well prepared and had a masterful command of the topic. The 

arguments were well organized and supported with evidence. The PowerPoint itself 

was well done. The presentation style was excellent (e.g., eye contact, engagement, 

time management). 

 

B+ Good 

The presenter was well prepared and had a masterful command of the topic. The 

arguments were well organized and supported with evidence. The PowerPoint itself 
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was well done. But the delivery (e.g., eye contact, engagement, time management) 

could have been better.  

 

B Acceptable  

The presenter was prepared and had a good command of the topic. The presentation 

was clearly organized and supported with evidence. The PowerPoint itself was 

appropriate. The presentation style could be improved.  

 

C Borderline 

The presenter had an adequate command of the topic. The student could have been 

better prepared. The delivery could use more practice. The arguments, evidence, 

and PowerPoint could be improved. 

 

D Needs Help 

The presenter was not prepared in terms of content and/or arguments. The ideas 

were disorganized, and the presentation style was not engaging or conducive to 

increasing the audience’s understanding. Little effort was made to design the 

PowerPoint. 

  

 

Essay Policy:  

 

a. Your essay is to be 3-5 pages long, 12 point font, and double spaced. The cover page 

should not be included in the page limit. 

b. To make sure that you are on the right track, please go through the following checklist 

before you submit your paper: 

 

 You have a clear thesis in your introduction. 

 The main body of your essay is designed to demonstrate this thesis. 

 You articulate and elaborate on the main point in each paragraph.  

 Each paragraph is logically connected. 

 You clearly explain key terms and concepts.  

 Your arguments are supported by textual evidence, statistical figures, or concrete 

examples.  

 You summarize your research and position in the conclusion. 

 You cite sources properly. 

 You revise your essay based on the presentation feedback from me and your 

classmates. 

 

c. You must submit your essays online. I do not accept email attachment unless there are 

technical issues with Turn-It-In. 

d. Penalties for lateness will be applied at the rate of 5 percentage points per day after the 

due date, up to a maximum of 3 days late. For example, if you have a grade of 89 for a 

writing assignment with a 2-day late submission, your final grade for this assignment 

will be 89-10=79. After 3 days, the work will be counted as a non-submission (i.e., 0 

points for this part of your evaluation). Note: submission after the designated time on 

the submission day will count as 1 day late.  
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e. Please note that the grade for the second essay is weighted heavier than the first. This 

is a developmental approach that assumes you will do better in the second round, 

helping you achieve a better course grade. 

 

Essay Rubric: 

 

A 

 
Excellent 

 

Structure: Your thesis was clear, insightful, and even exciting. All ideas in the 

paper flowed logically. Your arguments were identifiable, reasonable, and sound. 

You provided excellent transitions. Your paragraphs had solid topic sentences, and 

each sentence was clearly related to that topic sentence. You cited adequately.   

 

Analysis: You provided concrete empirical cases and precise evidence from your 

readings to support most arguments. You integrated theoretical discussion, 

empirical significance, and personal reflection in an outstanding manner. Your 

analysis posed new ways to think of the material.  

 

B+ 

 
Good 
 

Structure: Your thesis was clear and insightful. All ideas in the paper flowed 

logically. Your arguments were identifiable, reasonable, and sound. You had 

excellent transitions. Your paragraphs had solid topic sentences, and each sentence 

was clearly related to that topic sentence. You cited adequately. However, you had 

a few unclear topic sentences and arguments.  

 

Analysis: You provided concrete empirical cases and precise evidence from 

readings to support most arguments. You integrated theoretical discussion, 

empirical significance, and personal reflection well. Your arguments showed 

independent thought. 

 

B 

 

Acceptable 

Structure: Your thesis was clear, but not original. Your arguments were generally 

clear and appropriate, although they wandered occasionally. You had a few unclear 

transitions, and some of your paragraphs were without strong topic sentences. You 

had some inadequate citations.  

Analysis: You provided empirical cases and evidence from readings to support 

most arguments, but the cases and evidence appeared weak. Your arguments 

usually made sense, although some gaps in logic existed. You did a solid job of 

synthesizing course materials but did not show your independent thought.  

 

C 

 

 

Borderline 

 

Structure: Your thesis was unclear and vague. You provided little structure for the 

paper (e.g., insufficient transitions, few topic sentences, and little logic). You had 

some inadequate citations. Your paragraphs were not organized coherently.  
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Analysis: Your points often lacked supporting evidence, or you used evidence 

inappropriately. Your quotations were poorly integrated into sentences. You gave 

a quote, but then failed to analyze it or show how it supported your argument. Your 

arguments were unclear and sometimes illogical. You did not show your 

independent thought. 

 

D 

 
Needs Help 

 

Structure: Your thesis was difficult to identify, or it was a simple restatement of an 

obvious point. Your paragraphs showed little structure. Your transitions were 

confusing and unclear. The paper was a loose collection of statements rather than 

a cohesive argument. You cited incorrectly.  

 

Analysis: You failed to support statements, and the evidence you gave was poorly 

analyzed, poorly integrated into the paper, or simply incorrect. Your arguments 

were impossible to identify. You did a poor job synthesizing course materials, and 

you did not develop your own independent thought.   

 

 

 

GRADING SCALE 

 

A 90-100  C- 70-72.99 

B+ 86-89.99  D+ 66-69.99 

B 80-85.99  D 63-65.99 

C+ 76-79.99  D- 60-62.99 

C 73-75.99  F ≤ 60 

 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT POLICIES 

 

1. Write a grade appeal letter: If you think that a grade you have received is unfair, you may 

appeal. To request a review, you must write a 1-page statement. In this letter, you must 

respond to the comments on your paper and explain why you deserve a better grade.  

 

2. Rule for Excused Absence: You will be granted an excused absence for a late submission, 

a make-up presentation, or a make-up quiz only if appropriate documentation can be 

provided. 

 

3. No extra credit: For the sake of fairness, I will not offer extra credit to anyone on an 

individual base. 

 

4. Do not plagiarize: Plagiarism is a form of fraud. We all stand on the shoulders of others, 

and we must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products that 

we call our own. Some examples of plagiarism include: 

 

a. a sequence of words taken from another source and incorporated without quotation 

marks; 

b. an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work; 
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c. the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others as though 

it were one’s own; 

d. submitting evaluations of group members’ work for an assigned group project which 

misrepresent the work that was performed by another group member; and 

e. altering or forging academic documents, including but not limited to admissions 

materials, academic records, grade reports, add/drop forms, course registration forms, 

etc. 

 

For further information, students are encouraged to check:   

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/ 

 

 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

 

The required texts are available for purchase at the University Bookstore. These books are also 

available in online stores (e.g., www.amazon.com, www.bn.com, www.abebooks.com).  

 

1. Plato, Complete Works of Plato, ed. John M. Cooper and Douglas S. Hutchinson 

(Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1997). 

2. Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, trans. Roger Crisp (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2000). 

3. Aristotle, The Politics, trans. Carnes Lord (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985). 

 

In addition to these books, the required readings include several short essays. They are available 

on Blackboard. 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Date Reading and Activity Assignment Due 

Week 1 

1/19-1/25 

 

 Review the Syllabus  

Week 2 

1/26-2/1 

 

 Thucydides, “Pericles’ Funeral Oration,” in The 

Peloponnesian War, pp. 89-96. (Blackboard) 

 Plato, “Apology,” in Complete Works, pp. 17-36 

 

 

Week 3 

2/2-2/8 
 Plato, “Protagoras,” in Complete Works, pp. 746-

790. 

 Plato, “Crito,” in Complete Works, pp. 37-48. 

 

 Quiz on reading 

for week 2. 

Week 4 

2/9-2/15 
 Plato, “Republic: Books 1-3,” in Complete Works, 

pp. 971-1052. 

 

 

Week 5 

2/16-2/22 
 Plato, “Republic: Books 4-5 and 7,” in Complete 

Works, pp. 1052-1107, and pp. 1132-1155.  

 

 Quiz on reading 

for weeks 3 and 4. 

Week 6 

2/23-29 
 Movie and Discussion: Divergent, a 2014 Film  Recommended: 

Email me the 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bn.com/
http://www.abebooks.com/
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thesis of your first 

essay before 5 pm, 

Monday,  2/24. 

 Recommended: 

Email me the 

outline of your 

first essay before 

5 pm, Friday, 

2/28. 

 

Week 7 

3/1-3/7 
 Presentation 

 Q&A 

 Revise your essay 

based on the 

presentation 

feedback. 

 

Week 8 

3/8-3/14 
 Presentation 

 Q&A 

 

 Revise your essay 

based on the 

presentation 

feedback. 

 First Essay Due at 

5 pm, Friday 

[3/13]. 

 

Week 9 

3/15-3/21 

 

 No class  

Week 10 

3/22-3/28 
 Plato, “Statesman,” in Complete Works, pp. 294-

358. 

 Plato, “Letter VII,” in Complete Works, pp. 1646-

1667.  

 

 

Week 11 

3/29-4/4 

 

 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics,  

 Books 1-3 and Book 4: Chapter 1, pp. 1-65 

 Book 5: Chapter 1-6, pp. 81-93  

 Book 10: Chapter 9, pp. 199-204 

 

 Quiz on reading 

for weeks 6 and 

10. 

Week 12 

4/5-4/11 

 

 Aristotle, Politics 

 Book 1: Chapters 1-5 and 12-13, pp. 35-41, 

and pp. 52-54 

 Book 2: Chapters 1-5, pp. 55-63. 

 Book 2: Chapter 7, pp. 67-70 

 Book 3: Chapters 1-13, pp. 86-108 

 Book 4: Chapter 1 and Chapters 9-12, pp. 118-

119. And pp. 131-137 

 Books 5: Chapters 1-3, pp. 147-152. 
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Week 13 

4/12-4/18 

 

 Movie and Discussion: A Time to Kill, a 1996 

Film. 

 Quiz on Reading 

for Weeks 11 and 

12 

 

Week 14 

4/19-4/25 

 

 Sophocles, “Antigone,” in Antigone; Oedipus the 

King; Electra, pp. 1–45. (Blackboard) 

 Polybius , “Book 6,” in Polybius’ Histories, pp. 

371-413. (Blackboard) 

 Recommended: 

Email me the 

thesis of your 

second essay 

before 5 pm, 

Monday,  4/20. 

 Recommended: 

Email me the 

outline of your 

first essay before 

5 pm, Friday, 

4/24. 

 

Week 15 

4/26-5/2 
 Presentation 

 Q&A 

 

 Quiz on Reading 

for Weeks 13 and 

14. 

 Revise your essay 

based on the 

presentation 

feedback. 

 

Week 16 

5/3-5/9 

  Revise your essay 

based on the 

presentation 

feedback. 

 Second Essay Due 

at 5 pm, Friday 

5/8. 

 

 


