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21:014:112:90 INTRO AFAM STUDIES – Fall 2022 

  

I came into the world imbued with the will to find a meaning in things, my spirit filled with the 

desire to attain to the source of the world, and then… Frantz Fanon 

  

Course Description 

  

Welcome! This class will be a conceptual survey of political, philosophic and cultural conflicts 

endemic to African American life during chattel slavery, its end, and its wake. History is what 

frames our present — do not be surprised if we jump from an essay written in 1840 straight to 

analyzing a scene from Black Panther. Reoccurring themes will be Recognition, the possibility 

of empathy, respectability, and whitelash.  

  

Course Outcomes  

This course will also serve two functions. First, I want to provide you with the necessary tools to 

help analyze and explain some aspects of African American and American history. The goal is 

not for you to be able to rattle off a series of names, places and dates — I want you to be 

historiographers. You should be able to approach the gamut of Black issues and be able to 

discern the who, what, when, where, why and how of what is going on. Who are the main actors? 

If there is an audience, who is it? Why them? Second, this should serve as a foundation for more 

specialized coursework in the Department of Africana Studies. 

  

NOTE: The global impact of COVID -19 has profoundly reshaped the nature of university 

learning and classroom engagement everywhere. If you are having ANY difficulty completing 

assignments or accessing the technology to participate in our course, please do not hesitate to 

reach out to me to discuss the best strategy for continuing the course successfully.  



  

Required Text 

I will be assigning readings from Scenes of Subjection by Saidiya Hartman. It will be available 

from the Rutgers campus bookstore and the RU library. All other readings will be provided for 

you or are just a Google search away. If you would like to buy it elsewhere, here is the ISBN for 

it: 9780195089844. 

Course Structure 

  

Exams —This semester you will be offered four exams. Three will be mandatory. I will drop the 

lowest grade of the exams that you submit.  Each exam will require you to demonstrate your 

understanding of the major trends and events we will explore in the coming weeks. Your exams 

must be completed on or before their due dates through the Canvas learning system. 

  

Classroom Participation — introductory video to be submitted a week after the first class. Email 

questions, responses to online questions that I or your classmates post, etc.  

  

Grading Scale 

90 - 100          A                     

87 - 89            B+       

80 - 86            B         

77 - 79            C+ 

70 - 76            C 

60 - 69            D 

59 or less        F 

  

Advice for the Course 

  

Lateness: I do not expect perfection — there will be times when you are unable to complete an 

assignment by its due date. Send me an email that you will be unable to meet the assignment 

deadline and submit your assignment within the next 48 hours. You will still receive full credit. 

If you do not contact me, and your assignment is submitted more than 48 hours after its due date, 

your grade will be lowered by one half letter grade for each day it is late. 



  

Take advantage of student-office hours! Without predetermined schedules, it is easier for 

asynchronous courses to come and go before they become habit.  Like COVID, concepts and 

course information can be harder to get with all the distance. If and or when this is the case, 

please reach out to me. We can schedule some time to go through your questions to ensure that 

you are understanding the material. If you see some overlap between the reading and something 

in a headline, let’s talk about it! Use me as a sounding board as you think through the material.  

  

A’s aren’t possible without Attendance: Any student who misses eight or more sessions through 

any combination of excused and unexcused absences will not earn credit in this class. Such 

students should withdraw to avoid getting an F. 

  

Policy on Academic Integrity (Cheating and Plagiarism): Rutgers University treats cheating and 

plagiarism as serious offenses. The standard minimum penalties for students who cheat or 

plagiarize include failure of the course, disciplinary probation, and a formal warning that further 

cheating will be grounds for expulsion from the University. The department REQUIRES all 

students to insert an academic integrity pledge on ALL of your submitted work. The pledge 

should read as follows: “On My honor I have neither received nor given any unauthorized 

assistance on this assignment.”  

  

Academic Integrity Included in plagiarism is cutting and pasting from the web without citing; leaving out 

in-text citations; submitting substantial portions of your past work for credit without prior approval. 

Engaging in plagiarism will result in a failing grade. If you are unsure if something needs to be cited – 

just cite it, ask questions, and then we can discuss it. 

  

The university's policy on academic integrity is available here: 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/ 

 

 

The Writing Center The Writing Center has been offering remote tutoring. Check the website for 

updates. Please take advantage! https://sasn.rutgers.edu/student-support/tutoring-academic-

support/writing-center 

 

 

RU-N “Technology LaunchPad”: https://runit.rutgers.edu/technology-launch- 

pad/ 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/
https://sasn.rutgers.edu/student-support/tutoring-academic-support/writing-center
https://sasn.rutgers.edu/student-support/tutoring-academic-support/writing-center
https://runit.rutgers.edu/technology-launch-


 

 

Contact information for OIT-Newark Help Desk: https://runit.rutgers.edu/hd/ 

  

  

  

Schedule 

 

 

Week  Dates Broad Themes Readings 
1 September 6th 

First Day of Class! 

On the Purpose of 

History(s) 
None, Introductions 

and general survey of 

the class 

2 12  
 

N - On the Use and 

Abuse of History 
 

3 19  
 

 
Letter from a 

Birmingham Jail, A 

Time To Break The 

Silence 
 

4 26 Universality, Identity 

and Desire 
White Negroes, Eating 

the Other 
Exam 1 

5 October 3rd  
 

Moten’s Review of 

Scenes of Subjection 

6 October 10th  
 

Scenes of Subjection: 

Introduction 

7 17th  
 

Scenes Ch 

8 24th  
 

Frank Ocean + Equiano 
Exam 2 

9 31st  
 

What Exceeds the Hold 

10 November 7th On Mattering A Red Record 
11 14th 

 
 

 
 

Unbearable Blackness 
 
 
Hip Hop Hurray 

12 21st  
 

Say Her Name 
Exam 3 

https://runit.rutgers.edu/hd/


Tuesday 11/22 will 

follow a Thursday 

class schedule 
 
 

Wednesday 11/23 

will follow a Friday 

class schedule 
 

Thanksgiving Recess: 

11/24 - 11/27 
 
 

13 December 5th 

 
 

On Slavery 13th Amendment 

documentary 

14 Final Classes  
 

The Position of the 

Unthought 

15  On Celebration What Is the 4th of July 

to the Slave? 
16   

 
Juneteenth 

 

 

 

Accommodation and Support Statement 

Rutgers University Newark (RU-N) is committed to the creation of an inclusive and safe learning 

environment for all students and the University as a whole. RU-N has identified the following 

resources to further the mission of access and support: 

  

For Individuals with Disabilities: The Office of Disability Services (ODS) is responsible for the 

determination of appropriate accommodations for students who encounter barriers due to 

disability. Once a student has completed the ODS process (registration, initial appointment, and 

submitted documentation) and reasonable accommodations are determined to be necessary and 

appropriate, a Letter of Accommodation (LOA) will be provided. The LOA must be given to each 

course instructor by the student and followed up with a discussion. This should be done as early 

in the semester as possible as accommodations are not retroactive. More information can be found 

at ods.rutgers.edu. Contact ODS at (973)353-5375 or via email at ods@newark.rutgers.edu. 

  

For Individuals who are Pregnant: The Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance is available to 

assist with any concerns or potential accommodations related to pregnancy. Students may contact 

https://ods.rutgers.edu/
mailto:ods@newark.rutgers.edu


the Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance at (973) 353-1906 or via email at 

TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu. 

  

For Absence Verification:  The Office of the Dean of Students can provide assistance for 

absences related to religious observance, emergency or unavoidable conflict (e.g., illness, personal 

or family emergency, etc.). Students should refer to University Policy 10.2.7 for information about 

expectations and responsibilities. The Office of the Dean of Students can be contacted by calling 

(973) 353-5063 or emailing deanofstudents@newark.rutgers.edu. 

  

For Individuals with temporary conditions/injuries: The Office of the Dean of Students can 

assist students who are experiencing a temporary condition or injury (e.g., broken or sprained 

limbs, concussions, or recovery from surgery). Students experiencing a temporary condition or 

injury should submit a request using the following link: https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu. 

  

For English as a Second Language (ESL): The Program in American Language Studies (PALS) 

can support students experiencing difficulty in courses due to English as a Second Language (ESL) 

and can be reached by emailing PALS@newark.rutgers.edu to discuss potential supports. 

  

For Gender or Sex-Based Discrimination or Harassment: The Office of Title IX and ADA 

Compliance can assist students who are experiencing any form of gender or sex-based 

discrimination or harassment, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, relationship violence, 

or stalking.  Students can report an incident to the Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance by 

calling (973) 353-1906 or emailing TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu. Incidents may also be reported 

by using the following link: tinyurl.com/RUNReportingForm. For more information, students 

should refer to the University’s Student Policy Prohibiting Sexual Harassment, Sexual Violence, 

Relationship Violence, Stalking and Related Misconduct located at 

http://compliance.rutgers.edu/title-ix/about-title-ix/title-ix-policies/. 

  

For support related to interpersonal violence: The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim 

Assistance can provide any student with confidential support.  The office is a confidential 

resource and does not have an obligation to report information to the University’s Title IX 

Coordinator.  Students can contact the office by calling (973) 353-1918 or emailing 

run.vpva@rutgers.edu. There is also a confidential text-based line available to students; students 

can text (973) 339-0734 for support. 

  

For Crisis and Concerns: The Campus Awareness Response and Education (CARE) Team works 

with students in crisis to develop a support plan to address personal situations that might impact 

mailto:TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu
https://policies.rutgers.edu/1027-currentpdf
mailto:deanofstudents@newark.rutgers.edu
https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu/
mailto:PALS@newark.rutgers.edu
mailto:TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu
http://compliance.rutgers.edu/title-ix/about-title-ix/title-ix-policies/
mailto:run.vpva@rutgers.edu


their academic performance. Students, faculty and staff may contact the CARE Team by using the 

following link: tinyurl.com/RUNCARE or emailing careteam@rutgers.edu. 

  

For Stress, Worry, or Concerns about Well-being: The Counseling Center has confidential 

therapists available to support students. Students should reach out to the Counseling Center to 

schedule an appointment: counseling@newark.rutgers.edu or (973) 353-5805. If you are not quite 

ready to make an appointment with a therapist but are interested in self-help, check out TAO at 

Rutgers-Newark for an easy, web-based approach to self-care and support: 

https://tinyurl.com/RUN-TAO. 

  

For emergencies, call 911 or contact Rutgers University Police Department (RUPD) by calling 

(973) 353-5111. 

 

 

https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?RutgersUniv&layout_id=11
mailto:careteam@rutgers.edu
mailto:counseling@newark.rutgers.edu
https://tinyurl.com/RUN-TAO
https://tinyurl.com/RUN-TAO

