Introduction to Comparative Politics: Writing Intensive
Democracy and Its Challenges
Political Science 21:790:203, Fall 2019
Instructor: Dr. Janice Gallagher
Tel: (973) 353-5126
Email: janice.gallagher@rutgers.edu

Time: Tues. 2:30-5:20
Location: Hill Hall 210
21:790:203:Q1

TA: Anthony Ghaly
Email: amg481@rutgers.edu
Office Hours: Monday, 11:30 – 1:00 pm or by appointment (Hill Hall, Room 722)
Class website: Blackboard
Course Description
 How do we know when democracy is under attack?
 What are some of the most vital issues facing democracy today, and what are the
approaches different countries have taken to solving them?
 What can experiences in the rest of the world teach us about the United States today?
This course will answer these questions, and along the way introduce students to the study of
Comparative Politics. What is comparative politics?
● Comparative Politics is one of the four subfields of Political Science., along with
International Relations, Political Theory and American Politics. It has often been thought
of as the study of the internal politics of countries outside of the United States. More
recently, the United States has also been included as well.
● Comparative Politics is also “an approach to studying political behavior that focuses on
comparing the impact of different features of government, society, and economy to allow
us to make generalizations about how the political world operates.” We want to know
how things like the system of government, political parties, and the presence of social
movements matter for the lives of a country’s citizens.
● Comparative Politics seeks to come up with generalizable causal explanations for
political outcomes. In other words, by studying political events in different countries, we
hope to be able to answer questions like: What causes civil war? Can we predict
genocide? How does inequality influence who wins the presidency?
Learning Goals:
In this course we will ask questions about key issues that the United States faces today, and seek
to learn from and about other countries’ experiences. My goal is that students leave this course
accustomed to asking good questions about politics, and answering these questions critically
using evidence, constructing arguments, and unafraid to learn from other countries’ experiences.
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During the first part of the semester we will focus on the experience of other countries with
democratic backslide. We will ask what defines a democracy, explore whether the US is in a
“democratic backslide,” and ask what we can learn from 4 other cases of democratic backsliding.
In the second half of the class, we will seek to answer some of the most pressing questions for
the US and other democracies, and to answer them through analyzing what other countries’
experience have been and assessing how relevant their experiences are for the US.
For each of the countries & cases we study, we will cover the following aspects of their politics:
Current Political
System of
Party System: How many
Social
Moment: Who is in
Government:
parties? Represent
Movements:
power? What are their
Democracy vs.
programmatic differences? What are the
key positions, and are
Authoritarian;
major social
they left or right on the
Presidential vs.
movements?
political spectrum? Who Parliamentary
What have been
supports this leader?
the most
Who opposes them?
important
causes they
have advocated
for?
We will also discuss their income level, inequality (Gini coefficient), Population, Other relevant
information, and address whether they are more similar or different than the United States.
Expectations
Absences for legitimate reasons (ie illness, family emergency, religious holiday, etc.) will be
excused; if the absence is foreseeable, please notify me by email in advance.
Tardiness is disruptive to the entire class; please arrive on time.
Participation: This is a relatively small class, and I expect each student to be actively engaged.
Class participation accounts for 25% of your overall course grade. It is important to remember,
however, that quality is to be preferred over quantity; insightful comments and thoughtful
questions that further class discussion are the goal here. If you are shy or have problems
speaking up in class, please feel free to come see me in my office hours to discuss how to be
successful in this aspect of the course.
*** We live in a time in which differences of opinion often lead to personal attacks: we will not
do this in this class. I am committed to respecting each student’s opinion and encouraging you to
reflect on your previously held opinions and beliefs. I ask from each of you:
1) To be open to new perspectives to the extent you are able;
2) To think through how your comments might affect other students in class.
As a baseline, of course, do not employ discriminatory or offensive language in this class.
Technology: Using your phones or computers to engage with class material is of course ok!
Texting/non-class related activities aren’t (please speak to me if there is an emergency which
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requires your attention).
Being Prepared and Present: Bring the assigned readings to class at all times and, whenever
necessary, drafts of your writing. To do well in the course you need to do the readings, listen to
the podcasts, and view the documentaries.
Course Requirements and Grading Scheme
Length

Due Date

2 pages

Saturday, Sept 7th
on Blackboard
Sept 17th Revision

Part 1: 3 Ideas Assignment

3-5 pages

Sept 24th

Part 2: 1 Country/Issue: Background

8-10 pages

Nov. 5th.
Nov. 12th Revision

Final Paper: Comparative Analysis:
Your case + US

12-15 pages

Dec. 3rd.
Friday, Dec. 13th
Revision (on
Blackboard)

Final Paper Presentations

PowerPoint

12/3 & 12/10

Applied Learning Reflections

2 pages each

Self-Scheduled;
due 3 days after
event

% of grade

Participation / Attendance

Paper 1: Is Democracy Under Attack?

25

Research Paper

Exams
Midterm: DEMOCRATIC ROLLBACK

5-7 pages

Oct 22nd

Final: PRESSING ISSUES

5-7 pages

Dec 20th

Total

35

10

30

100

As a course focused on developing writing skills, reading assignments will be kept under 75
pages per week. Students are expected to come to class prepared, having done the required
reading and completed all assigned writing tasks.
All readings will be posted to blackboard – there is no assigned textbook for this class.
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There are three types of writing assignments in this course:
Final Project: This has 3 parts
1) Part 1: Three Ideas for Final Project: 3-5 pages
This assignment asks you to identify three countries with an associated issue that is of interest
to you, and which you think is especially instructive for the United States.
The issue can be:
 Democratic rollback
 Any of the issues covered in the second half of the course: Immigration, Policing and
Incarceration; Drug Prohibition; Internet & Freedom of Speech; Climate Change;
Taxation; Human Rights Violations
 With permission of the instructor, another key world issue which has important lessons
for the US (I prefer a democracy here; but am open to non-democracies as well).
For each of the three countries you select, you will briefly summarize 2-3 scholarly articles
about the country in approximately 2-3 paragraphs. This summary should also include the
relevant information pertaining to the issue that interests you in each country. Such information
might include (among other things): What are the signs of democratic rollback? How is the
country confronting the relevant issues? What are the challenges and what are the successes?
What are the positions of political parties and social movements regarding the issue at hand?
You will later be selecting one of these three countries to analyze more closely.
2) Part 2: 1 Country/Issue: Background: 8-10 Pages
In this paper, you will choose one of the countries and issues you wrote about in Part 1,
and focus on assembling factual information about that country (see top of Page 2 of
syllabus)
The Central Question you should be answering is: What are the important contextual
political factors that need to be understood in order to analyze: what caused democratic
rollback? How and why the country is addressing a pressing issue?
3) Final Paper & Works in Progress (WIP) Presentation:
Comparative Analysis: Your case + US: 12-15 Pages
Building on Part 2, present your case/country, and draw out is lessons for the United
States.
 Use the comparative case methodology: is your case most similar or different from
the United States? Why?
 Given this, what should the United States learn from your selected case?
This paper will need to include ONLY the KEY information about the United States
which is relevant to this comparison. Your WIP presentation will be your opportunity to
present your work to your classmates. You will prepare a Powerpoint presentation.
Applied Learning Reflections: 2 during the semester
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Attend an event which addresses any of the course’s 3 central questions; any of the
countries we are studying; or any of the Issues we are studying in the second half of the
course.
o
o
o




How do we know when democracy is under attack?
What are some of the most vital issues facing democracy today, and what are the approaches
different countries have taken to solving them?
What can experiences in the rest of the world teach us about the United States today?

Choose something that interests you!! And stay for at least 1.5 hours.
You must talk with at least 4 people who are participating in the event OR you must
arrange to speak with an event organizer for at least 15 minutes.
o For participants: Ask them questions about why they are there; what they
understand the event is for.
o For organizers: Ask them why they thought organizing the event was important,
and engage them in a discussion of what can be learned from understanding this
issue.
o Complete a 2 page written response

Take-Home Exams: Midterm/Final: 5-7 Pages
The midterm and final papers will be your opportunity to summarize what you have
learned from our in-class discussions and from the reading. Here is a draft of the exam
questions:
Midterm Exam: DEMOCRATIC ROLLBACK
What is democratic rollback? Is the US experiencing this? What characterizes the
democratic rollback in other countries we studied? How does the US compare to these
cases, and what do they suggest in terms of how political institutions, political parties,
social movements, and economic factors can lead to democratic breakdown?
Final Exam: PRESSING ISSUES
What are 3-4 of the most pressing issues facing democracies, and what can the US learn
from looking at how other countries are facing these issues?

Writing and formatting. All assignments should be double-spaced, one-inch margins, 12-point
Times New Roman. You must provide citations (footnotes or parenthetical) in the text,
accompanied by a full bibliography. Please refer to the APA Style in the Rutgers Libraries
citation guide (http://libguides.rutgers.edu/writing/citations#s-lg-box-wrapper-8116779). The
clarity of your writing matters greatly. Please copy-edit all work. For writing assistance, contact
Rutgers Newark’s Writing Center: http://www.ncas.rutgers.edu/writingcenter
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• Academic Integrity: As an academic community dedicated to the creation, dissemination, and
application of knowledge, Rutgers University is committed to fostering an intellectual and
ethical environment based on the principles of academic integrity. Academic integrity is
essential to the success of the University’s educational and research missions, and violations of
academic integrity constitute serious offenses against the entire academic community. The
entire Academic Integrity Policy can be found here:
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/
Accommodation and Support
Rutgers University Newark (RU-N) is committed to the creation of an inclusive and safe learning
environment for all students. RU-N has identified the following resources to further the mission
of access and support:


Students with Disabilities: Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into
all of the University's educational programs. The Office of Disability Services (ODS) is
responsible for the determination of appropriate accommodations for students who
encounter barriers due to disability. In order to receive consideration for reasonable
accommodations, a student with a disability must contact ODS, register, have an initial
appointment, and provide documentation. Once a student has completed the ODS
process (registration, initial appointment, and documentation submitted) and reasonable
accommodations are determined to be necessary and appropriate, a Letter of
Accommodation (LOA) will be provided to the student. The student must give the LOA
to each course instructor, followed by a discussion with the instructor. This should be
completed as early in the semester as possible as accommodations are not retroactive.
More information can be found at ods.rutgers.edu. Contact ODS: (973) 353-5375 or
ods@newark.rutgers.edu.



Religious Holiday Policy and Accommodations: Students are advised to provide
timely notification to instructors about necessary absences for religious observances and
are responsible for making up the work or exams according to an agreed-upon schedule.
The Division of Student Affairs is available to verify absences for religious observance,
as needed: (973) 353-5063 or DeanofStudents@newark.rutgers.edu.



Counseling Services: Counseling Center Room 101, Blumenthal Hall, (973) 353-5805 or
http://counseling.newark.rutgers.edu/.



Students with Temporary Conditions/Injuries: Students experiencing a temporary
condition or injury that is adversely affecting their ability to fully participate in their
courses should submit a request for assistance at:
https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu.



Students Who are Pregnant: The Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance is available
to assist students with any concerns or potential accommodations related to pregnancy:
(973) 353-1906 or TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu.
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Gender or Sex-Based Discrimination or Harassment: Students experiencing any form
of gender or sex-based discrimination or harassment, including sexual assault, sexual
harassment, relationship violence, or stalking, should know that help and support are
available. To report an incident, contact the Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance:
(973) 353-1906 or TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu. To submit an incident report:
tinyurl.com/RUNReportingForm. To speak with a staff member who is confidential and
does NOT have a reporting responsibility, contact the Office for Violence Prevention and
Victim Assistance: (973) 353-1918 or run.vpva@rutgers.edu.

 Learning Resources:


Rutgers Learning Center (tutoring services)
Room 140, Bradley Hall
(973) 353-5608
https://sasn.rutgers.edu/student-support/tutoring-academic-support/learning-center



Writing Center (tutoring and writing workshops)
Room 126, Conklin Hall
(973) 353-5847
nwc@rutgers.edu
https://sasn.rutgers.edu/student-support/tutoring-academic-support/writing-center
Public Domain: All work produced in this class may be read by your peers and instructor.
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Course Schedule
Introduction
Tuesday, 9/3/19
Introduction to the goals of the course and your colleagues. Preview of final project.
Essay # 1: Is American democracy is being rolled back? If so, what can citizens do about it? If
not – what do you think all the hype is about?
Refer to and cite the required 2 articles listed below.


About That Trump ‘Autocracy’ [Editorial]. (2018, January 1). Wall Street Journal.
Retrieved from https://www.wsj.com/articles/about-that-trump-autocracy-1514839233



Klaas, B. (2019, January 23). For two years, Trump has been undermining American
democracy. Here's a damage report. Retrieved from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/01/23/two-years-trump-has-beenundermining-american-democracy-heres-damagereport/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.73ff18ca0808

Due: Saturday, Sept 7th at 10:00 AM
Paper 1: Democracy Getting Weaker? If so, why? And why does it matter?
Week 1: What is Democracy Anyway? And how do we study it?
Tues, 9/10/19


About That Trump ‘Autocracy’ [Editorial]. (2018, January 1). Wall Street Journal.
Retrieved from https://www.wsj.com/articles/about-that-trump-autocracy-1514839233



Klaas, B. (2019, January 23). For two years, Trump has been undermining American
democracy. Here's a damage report. Retrieved from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/01/23/two-years-trump-has-beenundermining-american-democracy-heres-damagereport/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.73ff18ca0808



Newton, K,. & Van Deth, J. W. (2016). Foundations of comparative politics (3rd ed.).
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. Required pg/ 41-50, the rest is optional.



O’Neil, P. H., Fields, K., & Share D. (2018). Cases and concepts in comparative politics,
an integrated approach. New York, NY: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc. pg. 143-173.

Optional Reading:
 Wolfe, L. (2019, June 07). Human rights in the US are worse than you think. Retrieved
from https://www.vox.com/2019/6/7/18656568/usa-human-rights-report-police-shooting8

voter-suppression?fbclid=IwAR1lvOQlhxXKX9XNCMjfvfHYpCYJYyLWwQaMzqJJuCgar9oeWXZ7oXR09s

Week 2: Comparative Politics and Weimar Germany
Tues, 9/17/19
PAPER 1 REVISION DUE


Dickovick, J. T., & Eastwood, J. (2016). Comparative politics: Integrating theories,
methods, and cases. New York: Oxford University Press.
o Ch1: Asking Why Research Questions in Comparative Politics
o Optional: Postscript: How and What to Compare



James, H. (2018, May 2). Ten Weimar lessons. Project Syndicate. Retrieved from
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/weimar-republic-lessons-for-today-byharold-james-2018-05?barrier=accesspaylog



Levitsky, S., & Ziblatt, D. (2018). Excerpts. How democracies die. New York, NY:
Crown Publishing Group.

Optional Reading:
 Book review: Synder, T. (2018, June 14). How did the Nazis gain power in Germany?
New York Times. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/14/books/review/benjamin-carter-hett-death-ofdemocracy.html

Week 3: Democratic Backslide 1: Venezuela
Tues, 9/24/19
PART 1: 3 IDEAS FOR FINAL PAPER DUE

What has the democratic backslide in Venezuela consisted of? And why did it happen?
● If we look at Venezuela compared to the US, do we see similar sings of democratic
backslide?
Writing Instruction: Using and Citing Evidence


Specia, M. (2019, May 03). Five Things You Need to Know to Understand Venezuela's
Crisis. Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/03/world/americas/venezuelacrisis-facts.html
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Herrero, A. V., & Casey, N. (2019, January 31). Maduro Turns to Special Police Force to
Crush Dissent. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/30/world/americas/venezuela-maduro-protestsfaes.html



Riera, M. P. (2017). Venezuela: the decline of a democracy. Development, 60, 174-179.
Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1057/s41301-018-0157-6



Gamboa, L. (2017, April 12). Venezuela has lost its democratic façade. The
Conversation. Retrieved from https://theconversation.com/venezuela-has-lost-itsdemocratic-facade-75951

Optional Reading:


Main, A. (2018, May 17). The United States’ hand in undermining democracy in
Venezuela. NACLA. Retrieved from https://nacla.org/news/2018/05/18/united-states’hand-undermining-democracy-venezuela

Week 4: Democratic Backslide: Turkey
Tues, 10/1/19
Turkey’s President has turned on academia and other sectors. Why has he done this? And
what does it mean for democracy in Turkey?


Cook, S. A. (2019, May 13). Turkish Democracy Can't Die, Because It Never Lived.
Retrieved from https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/05/13/turkish-democracy-cant-diebecause-it-never-lived/



Halil. (2019, April 08). The Rise and Rise of the Turkish Right. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/08/opinion/turkey-nationalism-right-wing.html



Akyuz, K., & Hess, S. (2018). Turkey looks East: international leverage and democratic
backsliding in a hybrid regime. Mediterranean Quarterly, 29(2), 1-26.



Erdogan, R. T. (2018, April 10). Erdogan: how Turkey see the crisis with the US. New
York Times Opinion. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/10/opinion/turkey-erdogan-trump-crisissanctions.html

Optional Reading:


Goodman, P. S. (2018, August 18). The West hoped for democracy in Turkey. Erdogan
had other ideas. The New York Times. Retrieved from
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/18/business/west-democracy-turkey-erdoganfinancial-crisis.html


Erdogan hasn’t killed Turkey’s democracy yet. [Editorial]. The New York Times.
Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/25/opinion/erdogan-turkeyelection.html



Gall, C. (2018, March 4). Erdogan’s next target as he restricts Turkey’s democracy: the
Internet. The New York Times. Retreived from
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/04/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-internet-lawrestrictions.html

Week 5: Democratic Backslide 2: Brazil
Tues, 10/8/19


Boadle, A. (2019, January 02). Bolsonaro takes office in Brazil, says nation 'liberated
from... Retrieved from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics/bolsonaro-takesoffice-in-brazil-says-nation-liberated-from-socialism-idUSKCN1OV1AU



Gaier, R. V. (2019, March 07). Brazil's Bolsonaro says democracy, liberty depend on
military. Retrieved from https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics/brazilsbolsonaro-says-democracy-liberty-depend-on-military-idUSKCN1QO2AT
Democracy Now. (2018, October 9). Brazil’s eroding democracy: rise of far-right
demagogue follows ouster of Dilma & jailing of Lula. Retrieved from
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/10/9/brazil_s_eroding_democracy_rise_of#transcri
pt





Milani, C. (2017). Brazil: democracy at stake. Center for Latin Studies, UC Berkley, 5359. Retrieved from
https://clas.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/shared/docs/tertiary/BRLASSpring2017MILANI.pdf



Baiocchi, G., Braathen, E., & Teixeira, A. C (2013). Transformation institutionalized?
Making sense of participatory democracy in the Lula era. In Democratization in the
Global South (pp. 217-239). London, UK: Palgrave Macmillan.

Optional Reading:


Muggah, R. (2018, October 8). Can Brazil’s democracy be saved? The New York Times.
Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/08/opinion/brazil-election-bolsonaroauthoritarian.html
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Baiocchi, G., & Silva, M. K. (2018, March 20). Brazilian democracy in peril. Boston
Review. Retrieved from http://bostonreview.net/global-justice/biaocchi-silva-brazilfranco-assassination

Week 6: Democratic Backslide 3: Hungary
Tues, 10/15/19
 Foer, F. (2019, May 20). Viktor Orbán's War on Intellect. Retrieved from
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/06/george-soros-viktor-orbanceu/588070/?utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=the-atlantic-fb-test-957-3&utm_content=edit-promo&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwAR18kQW0_xwbvS6CkvPrtZ5lAYsewWqWsrkYtI0ga0mr9CPZrMZO_O1Oe0


Santora, M., & Novak, B. (2019, May 21). Hungary's Migrant Abuse Is 'Matter of
Urgency,' European Agency Finds. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/21/world/europe/hungary-migrant-abusereport.html?rref=collection/timestopic/Hungary&action=click&contentCollection=world
®ion=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=4&pgtype=colle
ction



Beauchamp, Z. (2018, September 13). It happened there: how democracy died in
Hungary. Vox. Retrieved from https://www.vox.com/policy-andpolitics/2018/9/13/17823488/hungary-democracy-authoritarianism-trump



Hungary Country Profile. (2018). Freedom House. Retrieved from
https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit/2018/hungary



Kornai, J. (2015). Hungary’s u-turn: retreating from democracy. Journal of Democracy,
26(3), 34-48. Retrieved from doi:10.1353/jod.2015.0046

Optional Reading:
 Kingsley, P. (2018, December 25). On the Surface, Hungary Is a Democracy. But What
Lies Underneath? Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/25/world/europe/hungary-democracyorban.html?rref=collection/timestopic/Hungary&action=click&contentCollection=world
®ion=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=16&pgtype=coll
ection
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Week 7: Democratic Backslide 4: Egypt
Tues, 10/22/19
MIDTERM DUE: DEMOCRATIC ROLLBACK


Kennedy, M. (2016, January 25). A Look At Egypt's Uprising, 5 Years Later. Retrieved
from https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/01/25/464290769/a-look-at-egyptsuprising-5-years-later



Explainer: Egypt votes on changing its constitution. (2019, April 19). Retrieved from
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-politics-explainer/explainer-egypt-votes-onchanging-its-constitution-idUSKCN1RV0OP



Yee, V. (2019, April 23). Egypt Approves New Muscle for el-Sisi, Its Strongman Leader.
Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/23/world/middleeast/sisi-egyptreferendum.html



Board, T. E. (2019, April 02). A New Egyptian Power Play. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/01/opinion/egypt-sisi-trump.html



Egypt. (2019, March 15). Retrieved from https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedomworld/2019/egypt
Optional Reading:



Major events in Egypt since Arab Spring uprisings. (2018, March 26). Retrieved from
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-election-timeline/major-events-in-egypt-sincearab-spring-uprisings-idUSKBN1H217Y

Part II: Pressing World Issues: What critical issues are states confronting in 2018?
Week 8: Drug Prohibition
Tues, 10/29/19
What happens when countries decriminalize drugs? What do we think about drug
decriminalization in the US?
Cases: Uruguay; United States
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Baum, D. (2016, April). Legalize it all: how to win the war on drugs. Harpers. Retrieved
from https://harpers.org/archive/2016/04/legalize-it-all/



Hudak, J., Ramsey, G., and Walsh, J. (2018, March). Uruguay’s cannabis law: pioneering
a new paradigm. Center for Effect Public Management at Brookings Institute. Retrieved
from https://www.brookings.edu/wpcontent/uploads/2018/03/gs_032118_uruguaye28099s-cannabis-law_final.pdf



Londoño, E. (2017, July 19). Uruguay’s marijuana law turns pharmacists into dealers.
The New York Times. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/19/world/americas/uruguay-legalizes-potmarijuana.html



Global Commission on Drug Policy. (2018). Regulation: the responsible control of drugs.
Retrieved from http://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/09/ENG-2018_Regulation_Report_WEB-FINAL.pdf



Lopez, G. (2018, June 27). Marijuana legalization is having its best year yet. Vox.
Retrieved from https://www.vox.com/2018/6/27/17508694/marijuana-legalizationcanada-oklahoma-vermont-2018



The Feed. (2017, May 22). The dopest debate: marijuana legislation in Uruguay.
Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6l3T7_F6nTU

Optional Reading:
 Lopez, G. (2016, May 8). The war on drugs, explained. Vox. Retrieved from
https://www.vox.com/2016/5/8/18089368/war-on-drugs-marijuana-cocaine-heroin-meth

Week 9: Incarceration
Tues, 11/5/19
PART 2: COUNTRY/ISSUE BACKGROUND DUE, BRING TWO COPIES
What have other countries done about problems with the police? Have they been able to
address systemic racism and human rights abuses both within the police and within their
prison systems?
Comparative Cases: Norway/Scandinavia


Benko, J. (2015, March 26). The radical humaneness of Norway’s Halden prison: the
goal of the Norwegian penal system is to get inmates out of it. The New York
Times. Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/29/magazine/the-radicalhumaneness-of-norways-halden-prison.html
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Larson, D, (2013, September 24). Why Scandinavian prisons are superior. The Atlantic.
Retrieved from https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/09/whyscandinavian-prisons-are-superior/279949/



Bloomberg. (2018, June 22). How Norway reinvented prison. Retrieved from
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fb-gOS3p44U



Labutta, E. (2017). The prisoner as one of us: Norwegian wisdom for American penal
practice. Emory International Law Review, 31, 329-359.



Milanovic, N. (2010, August) Norway’s new prisons: could they work here?. Stanford
Progressive. Retrieved from https://web.stanford.edu/group/progressive/cgi-bin/?p=653

Week 10: Incarceration Continued
Tues, 11/12/19
PART 2: REVISION DUE


AJ+. (2016, June 8). How our criminal justice system targets communities. AJ+.
Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZZmMrFQzVs



Breaking the Cycle. (2017). Retrieved
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAaR0TfNxPE



CNN. (2017). Welcome to prison. CNN News. Retrieved
from https://www.cnn.com/videos/tv/2018/03/08/welcome-to-prison-full-doc-origcm.cnn



Full Frontal. (2018, October 31). Larry Krasner: finally a good DA?. TBS. Retrieved
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEIcEruYT6E&feature=youtu.be



IWOC. (2018, August 10). August 21st 2018 prison strike - why it's happening.
IWOC. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=l_IFju3qTY



PBS NewsHour. (2018, August 31). How 'the incarceration capital of America' embraced
criminal justice reform. PBS. Retrieved
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_KavklIyYA

Week 11: Internet & Free Speech
Tues, 11/19/19
How is the internet affecting democracy and in particular free speech? How is it being
regulated and controlled?
15

Week 12: How are other countries dealing with Climate Change? What can the US learn
about how other countries are confronting climate change?
Tues, 11/26/19
Possible cases: Germany, South Pacific


Barbaro, M. (2018, August 31). When we almost stopped climate change. The New York
Times Daily Podcast. Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/31/podcasts/thedaily/climate-change-losing-earth.html



Davenport, C. (2018, October 7). Major climate report describes a strong risk of crisis as
early as 2040. The New York Times. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/07/climate/ipcc-climate-report-2040.html



France 24 English. (2015, July 7). Environmental migrants: the neglected refugees.
Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbNe64DfyfY



Edie Newsroom. (2018, November 20). 10 countries demand net-zero emission goal in
EU climate strategy. Edie.net. Retrieved from https://www.edie.net/news/9/10-countriesdemand-net-zero-emission-goal-in-new-EU-climate-strategy/



Plumer, B. (2017, September 20). How can U.S. states fight climate change if Trump
quits the Paris Accord? The New York Times. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/20/climate/paris-climate-accord-trump.html



Vice News. (2017, June 2). The cost of climate change is wrecking your city. Vice on
HBO. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9suO4jrwfDE

Week 13: Class Presentations
Tues, 12/3/19
PART 3: FINAL PAPER DUE
•

Last Week Tonight. (2018, November 18). Authoritarianism: Last Week Tonight with
John Oliver. HBO. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ximgPmJ9A5s

Week 14: In Conclusion….What’s next for the US? Drawing lessons from international
context?
Tues, 12/10/19
First Half of Class: Class presentations continued.
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Second Half: Discussion, Reflection, Evaluation.

FRIDAY DECEMBER 13TH: FINAL PAPER REVISION DUE (Blackboard)
FRIDAY DECEMBER 20TH: FINAL EXAM DUE (Blackboard)

17

