
SEX AND THE CITY: THE GOVERNANCE 
OF SEXUALITIES IN URBAN LIFE 

Spring 2021 
Course Number: 21:790:300 

Online Course 
Synchronous Sessions: Thursdays, 2:30 PM - 3:30PM 

*Please note that this syllabus is subject to change.   

This document was designed to introduce myself, the course, and guide you in your first 

steps as a student in the Spring 2021 course “Sex and the City: Governance of Sexualities in 

Urban Life”. But before that, a couple of points need to be considered: 

1. LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
Rutgers University-Newark was established with the displacement of Newark 

residents, mostly of working-class African American families. We acknowledge the 
participation of the university structure in the process of gentrification and the 
marginalization of poor people of color in this city. My role, along this semester, is 
to help raise awareness of the overall detrimental effects that such neoliberal city 
projects has had in excluding, over the years, certain people according to their 
race/ethnicity, class, gender identity, sexuality, and/or embodied practices.  
 

2. A NOTE ABOUT RECENT EVENTS 
Over the past several months, the U.S. has experienced both the emergence of the global 

COVID-19 pandemic and the painful consequences of long-endured violence against the Black 
community in the United States. These events have caused, and continue to cause, fear, stress, 
and pain for many members of our communities, and will continue to impact each of us in 
various ways throughout this term. Under these circumstances, it is completely normal to feel 
overwhelmed or anxious, and to have difficulty concentrating. I have designed this course with 
these challenges in mind and am committed to continuing to work with all of you to create a 
positive and supportive learning environment throughout the term. If your health, well-being, or 
school work are being impacted by recent events, I encourage you to make use of the resources 
Rutgers University-Newark provides, which I have included in this syllabus. 

 
 

ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR 
 

I am a Ph.D. Candidate at Rutgers University-Newark. I am from Brazil, and I majored in 
Law, but after graduation I decided to delve into social sciences instead of following the 
traditional path of becoming a lawyer. I remember very clearly the first two semesters in my 
master’s course: I was feeling completely out of place and that, different than my classmates, I 
lacked all the necessary knowledge to succeed in the classes I was taking. I had mild panic attacks 
prior to every class, and I thought about giving up multiple times. However, I decided to persist 



and instead of focusing on my fears and anxieties, I focused on the amazing content I was 
learning. I put in some extra hours, and connected with some other students, eventually to find 
out they have had similar experiences. We shared materials, studied together, and made use of 
the Professors drop-in hours. That experience was what allowed me to being accepted in the 
program I am part of at Rutgers University. This term, I am looking forward to sharing my passion 
for the study of governance and sexualities with you.  
 
Preferred Names: If your preferred name is not the same as the name that appears on the 
university provided roster for the course, please let me know so that I can use your preferred 
name. 
 

Contact Information 
Instructor: Thayane (Tai-ah-nee) Brêtas (Bre-tas)(pronouns: she/her/hers) 
Email: tb582@sn.rutgers.edu  
Student Drop-In Hours (Office Hours): Fridays, 11:00AM - 01:00PM 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
What is the relationship between sex and the city? Besides being the overall theme of a 

famous North American HBO series, that question had already had researchers in social sciences 
invested in answering it. This course draws on some of the most important work in the fields of 
queer studies, human geography, urban studies, anthropology, and sociology, unpacking the 
ways in which sexuality has been governed in the urban space. This exploration privileges an 
intersectional approach – one that considers the inextricable relationship between sexuality and 
other categories such as gender, race/ethnicity, and class. In other words, understanding sex and 
the city from an intersectional perspective means observing the imbrications of those notions, 
and the power dynamics they reveal within the production of a neoliberal/entrepreneurial city. 
Embedded in those revelations are the (re)production and simultaneous contestation of 
identities, gender dynamics, inequality, and notions of citizenship, materialized in urban contexts 
deeply influenced by global capitalism. Thus, the goal of this course is to help students question, 
observe, and/or reconsider issues regarding sexuality in a critical perspective toward the city, by 
learning about different places and communities, as well as in light of their own life experiences.  

 
Synchronous Zoom Meetings 
Every Thursdays from 2:30 PM to 3:30PM. 
Register in advance: 
https://rutgers.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYscuCrrz8rGNz31ZhGGWrz3n0TUN2njdUr 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 
joining the meeting. 
 

https://rutgers.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYscuCrrz8rGNz31ZhGGWrz3n0TUN2njdUr


Pre-requisites: There is no pre-requisite for taking this class. However, if you feel like you need 
additional support to understand concepts and theories, please email me for additional materials 
and scheduling visits to Student Drop-In Hours (also known as Office Hours).   
 
Contacting me by email: At some points in the term, my inbox gets quite full, but I do want to 
hear from you. If you email me and don’t hear back from me within two business days, please 
send a follow up email. I will appreciate the gentle reminder. 
 

Course Objectives  
On completing successfully the course, students will be able to:  
 

• define how sexuality and the dominant values attached to it guide our experiences and 
the materiality of living in the city;  

• evaluate information critically;  

• critically analyze the urban space, by paying attention to how its divisions between public 
and private inform hegemonic notions attached to sex and sexuality;  

• use conceptual tools to think and contextualize the complex forms that sexuality 
intersects with race/ethnicity, gender, class, and citizenship in the city;  

• recall the varied ways that different sexualities, identities, and their places have been 
governed in the urban space;  

• explain how technology has been influencing/shaping sex, sexuality, and the city.  
 

We will use Canvas to access course documents, to post on discussion forums, exchange 

information, resources, and links. 

 

YOUR FIRST STEPS 

1. Canvas: Set up your Canvas account and profile, in case you haven’t already done so. As a 

Rutgers student, you already have a Canvas account; you just have to set it up. If you 

have trouble accessing Canvas. If you need help with setting up your account and/or 

using Canvas, please visit this website: https://canvas.rutgers.edu/students/getting-

started-in-canvas-students/. If you keep having problems, call the help desk: (973) 353-

5083 or email:help@newark.rutgers.edu. 

 

2. Zoom: Set up your Zoom account, in case you haven’t already done so. If you need help 

with setting up your account and/or using Zoom, please visit this website: 

https://canvas.rutgers.edu/documentation/external-apps/zoom-getting-started-for-

students/#:~:text=Getting%20Started%20with%20Zoom,or%20add%20a%20virtual%20b

ackground. If you keep having problems, call the help desk: (973) 353-5083 or 

email:help@newark.rutgers.edu. 

 

https://canvas.rutgers.edu/students/getting-started-in-canvas-students/
https://canvas.rutgers.edu/students/getting-started-in-canvas-students/
https://canvas.rutgers.edu/documentation/external-apps/zoom-getting-started-for-students/#:~:text=Getting%20Started%20with%20Zoom,or%20add%20a%20virtual%20background
https://canvas.rutgers.edu/documentation/external-apps/zoom-getting-started-for-students/#:~:text=Getting%20Started%20with%20Zoom,or%20add%20a%20virtual%20background
https://canvas.rutgers.edu/documentation/external-apps/zoom-getting-started-for-students/#:~:text=Getting%20Started%20with%20Zoom,or%20add%20a%20virtual%20background


3. Syllabus: Read all the documents that compose the syllabus and annotate your questions, 

comments, eventual concerns, and/or what you are excited about in this course.  
 

4. See you on Thursday: Come to class using the Zoom link on Thursday, January 21, at 

2:30PM.  

 

“HOW DO I GET AN ‘A’?” 

 In this document I first describe the expectations for you to successfully complete this 

course, as well as our grading policy, and the schedule of classes, crucial for you to keep track of 

our weekly readings, tasks, and all due dates.  

This course prioritizes, rather than the ability to rapidly regurgitate concepts and ideas, 

the development of your critical thinking, your problem solving, your communication skills, and 

the analytical tools you can use whenever examining the issues that this class focuses on. My 

intent is to focus on skills that can prepare you for the job market, rather than perpetuating a 

“banking concept of education” (Freire, 1970).   

 

1. COME TO CLASS PREPARED 

This course will test students on material presented in lectures, class discussions, texts, and 

audiovisual materials. Preparation for the synchronous class accounts for watching the micro-

lectures posted on Fridays, doing the readings, and posting on the discussion forum before 

attending the class. It is important to read all texts before class to be able to benefit from the 

lectures fully. Due to COVID-19 pandemic, all the course materials will be made available on 

Canvas. There is no need to buy books. You must check readings on Canvas regularly since the 

readings on the syllabus are subject to change. 

 

2. ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS 

Logging onto Canvas and attending lectures is how you “show up” in a remote learning class. All 

students are expected to watch the micro-lectures and attend the synchronous session, held 

every Thursday from 2:30PM to 3:30PM via Zoom, to stay updated with what is happening in the 

course. Informed class participation is a key element of this course and of your grade. Please 

note that simply attending virtual lectures with your camera and/or audio on or off will not 

increase your participation grade. You will need to earn your participation grade. Please find the 

rubric for class participation on Canvas under the module ‘Course Documents’.   

➢ Absences: If you are unable to attend a Thursday class, you can still have access to the 

recording of the session upon request. In such case, you should email me via your 

Rutgers email account, prior to the start of the class explaining your situation. Any 



unexcused absence will have a negative impact on your grade, and systematic unexcused 

absence will be grounds for receiving a failing grade. As per University Policy 10.2.7, you 

are responsible for communicating with your instructor(s)regarding absences. The Office 

of the Dean of Students is available to verify extended absences. Contact the Dean of 

Students at (973)353-5063 or via email at deanofstudents@newark.rutgers.edu. 

 

 

3. DISCUSSION BOARDS  

This course has a total of 15 discussion boards. For each week of class, I will post a reaction 

question in the course’s discussion boards on Canvas. Late posts will not receive full points. You 

are required to reply to your classmates’ posts to engage with them and create a lively 

discussion. Your post is due by Tuesday at 11:59pm, and your response post to your classmates 

is due by Wednesday 11:59pm. Please read the rubric for discussion forum posts, uploaded on 

Canvas under the module ‘Course Documents’. 

NETIQUETTE 

So far, I have had wonderful experiences teaching this class at Rutgers University-Newark. But it 

is important that we all keep these directives in mind throughout the course: 

• Whenever engaging in the discussion forums, remember that there is a person behind 

the written post. 

• We are discussing ideas and potential disagreements that are not personal in nature. 

Take care in crafting your response to demonstrate disagreement with the idea, not the 

person. 

• Do not participate in “flaming”. Flaming is inflammatory comments that are hostile and 

insulting and do not contribute to the learning process. Choose not to respond to 

“flames” to support a better learning experience for everyone. 

• Be careful with humor and sarcasm. Because the visual cues are absent, many people 

cannot tell if your comments are meant seriously or facetiously.  

• Take the time to explain your ideas respectfully and completely.  

• If a peer misinterprets your meaning, acknowledge this without being rude or defensive. 

It can be challenging to communicate some ideas in writing. This is your opportunity to 

practice clarifying your ideas to others.  

• Do not post in all caps. This is the equivalent of SHOUTING at someone, which conveys 

the opposite of a respectful conversation.  

 

4. QUIZZES 

There will be 4 quizzes throughout the term. These quizzes are meant, first, to test how well you 
recall and understand basic facts, terms, and concepts and whether I need to review them with 

mailto:deanofstudents@newark.rutgers.edu


the class. Second, they are meant is to let you assess how well you are understanding the 
concepts and where you need to focus more of your efforts to learn the course material. They 
are a combination of 5 (five) questions of multiple-choice and true/false questions. Quizzes are 
due by Thursdays at 11:59pm.  
 

5. REFLECTION PAPERS  

Throughout the term, you are required to submit 2 (two) short Reflection Papers of 600 words 
(which is usually one page, single spaced). Each Reflection Paper will focus on the course 
materials from one week of your choosing. Therefore, at the end of the semester, you should 
have submitted 2 Reflection Papers, each one discussing about one week from our Course 
Schedule. The purpose of these assignments is for you to critically analyze the course content, 
providing me with what you understood from it and thought about. Please refer to the Rubric for 
Reflection Papers available on Canvas under ‘Course Documents’. You should submit your 
Reflection Papers at any time during the semester. However, the final date for submission of any 
Reflection Paper will be April 30.  

 

6. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY (NO CHEATING) 

You are capable of meeting my expectations for this course. If you are concerned about how well 

you are doing in this course, please come speak with me instead of considering academic 

misconduct. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. The Rutgers Academic Integrity Policy 

will apply to all course work. Any form of cheating or intellectual dishonesty are subject to 

disciplinary action. If you have any doubt about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, ask me 

and/or consult the Rutgers Academic Integrity Policy: 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml. Take precautions by always referencing the 

materials you have read by adding a footnote, endnote, or citing your source text in parenthesis. 

Referencing shows you have done serious research, and that you have acknowledged the work 

of other scholars and engage critically with their work and ideas. It is important not to rely on 

one or two sources exclusively, and diversify your sources that can include books, academic 

articles, newspaper articles, online or printed magazines, internet websites, films etc.  

 

7. MIDTERM EXAM 
 
The midterm exam covers material from the assigned readings, lectures, audiovisual sources, 
and class discussion. The midterm exam will typically consist of a combination of multiple-choice 
questions, fill-in-the-blank questions, true/false questions, and short-answer questions. The 
Midterm exam will be on March 4.  
 

8. FINAL EXAM 



Similarly to the midterm, the final exam covers the material (readings, videos, lectures) discussed 
in class. The final exam is not cumulative. The final exam will be on May 6. 
 
 

9. COPYRIGHT LAWS  
Lectures and materials used in this course, videocasts, visual presentations, assessments, and 
assignments, are protected by United States copyright laws as well as Rutgers University policy. 
As the instructor of this course, I possess sole copyright ownership. You are permitted to take 
notes for personal use or to provide to a classmate also currently enrolled in this course. Under 
no other circumstances is distribution of recorded or written materials associated with this 
course permitted to any internet site or similar information-sharing platform without my express 
written consent. Doing so is a violation of the university’s Academic Integrity Policy. Similarly, 
these copyright protections extend to original papers you produce for this course. In the event 
that I seek to share your work outside of the class, I will first obtain your written consent. 
 
 

GRADING 

Attendance & Participation in 
Live Class Discussions 

10 points 

Quizzes  10 points  

Discussion Forum Posts  30 points  

Reflection Papers  20 points  

Midterm Exam  15 points  

Final Exam  15 points  

Total  100 points  

 

Grading Policy 
I provide multiple opportunities for students to receive feedback on their performance 
throughout the course to give students opportunities to see how they are doing and so that they 
can identify places they need to apply more effort or new strategies along the way, seek help if 
they are struggling and improve throughout the semester. My hope is that all students will 
develop the knowledge they need to do well in this course and that all students – even those 
who perform well early in the semester—will improve and develop greater knowledge and skills 
through practice on the quizzes and exams. Students earn the grades they receive; I do not curve 
grades or add extra points in this course because I do not believe students grades should be tied 
to other students’ grades (on a curve) and because there are plenty of opportunities for students 
to improve their grades throughout the semester with the quizzes and exams.  
  

Grade Conversion 

A 100 - 90 



  

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

Week 1: Jan. 21 

New Content 
Post 

- 

Topic Syllabus Reconnaissance 

Readings/Media - 

Assignments 
Due 

- 

 

Week 2: Jan. 28 

New Content 
Post 

Jan. 22 

Topic Introducing Cities and Sexualities 

Readings/Media Required: 

• Hubbard, P. (2012). Introducing Cities and Sexualities. In: Cities and 
sexualities (1st ed.). Routledge (1-32). 

• Foucault, M. (1978) “Right of Death and Power over Life.” From 
The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An Introduction, translated by 
Robert Hurley and excerpted in The Foucault Reader, edited by P. 
Rabinow [New York: Pantheon, 1984] 
 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 1 – Presentations – opens on Jan. 22 and closes on Jan. 
27 at 11:59PM 
Discussion Forum 2 – opens on Jan. 22 and closes on Jan. 27 at 11:59PM 

 

Week 3: Feb. 4 

New Content 
Post 

Jan. 29 

Topic Domesticating Sex: Views of the Past 

B+ 89.9 - 84.5 

B 84.49 - 79.5  

C+ 79.49 - 74.5  

C 74.49 - 69.5  

D 69.49 - 59.5  

F 59.49 - 0  



Readings/Media Required:  

• Kay Boardman. The Ideology of Domesticity: The Regulation of the 
Household Economy in Victorian Women’s Magazines. Victorian 
periodicals review. 2000;33(2):150-164 

• Banks, N. (2006). Uplifting the race through domesticity: Capitalism, 
African-American migration, and the household economy in the 
great migration era of 1916-1930. Feminist Economics, 12(4), 599–
624 

Optional: 

• Lloyd, J., & Johnson, L. (2016). Dream Stuff: The Postwar Home and 
the Australian Housewife, 1940–60. Environment and Planning. D, 
Society & Space, 22(2), 251–272. 

 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 3 – opens on Jan. 29 and closes on Feb. 3 at 11:59PM  
QUIZ 1 – due by Feb. 4 at 11:59PM 

 

Week 4: Feb 11  

New Content 
Post 

Feb. 5 

Topic Intersectionality and Postcolonial Thought 

Readings/Media Required:  

• Thompson, S. (2014). Intersectionality. In: Encyclopedia of diversity 
and social justice. 

• Anzaldúa, G. (1999). La Consciencia de la Mestiza: Towards a New 
Consciousness. In: Borderlands = La frontera (2nd ed.). Aunt Lute 
Books. 

• Lorde, A. The Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power.  

• Patil, V. (2018). The Heterosexual Matrix as Imperial 
Effect. Sociological Theory, 36(1), 1–26.  

Optional: 

• Blunt A. (1999). Imperial geographies of home: British domesticity 
in India, 1886-1925. Transactions of the Institute of British 
Geographers, 24(4), 421–440. 

 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 4 – opens on Feb. 5 and closes on Feb. 10 at 11:59PM  

 

Week 5: Feb 18 

New Content 
Post 

Feb. 12 

Topic Domesticating Sex Today: Heteronormativity and Homonormativity 



Readings/Media Required:  

• Gorman-Murray, A. (2006). Queering home or domesticating 
deviance?: Interrogating gay domesticity through lifestyle 
television. International Journal of Cultural Studies, 9(2), 227–247. 

• Matthews, P., Poyner, C., & Kjellgren, R. (2018). Lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer experiences of homelessness and 
identity: insecurity and home(o)normativity. International Journal of 
Housing Policy, 19(2), 232–253. 
 

Media:  

• Read “The trouble with making LGBTIAQ people live on heterosexuals’ 
terms”. The Conversation. June 24, 2018. Available at: 
https://theconversation.com/the-trouble-with-making-lgbtiaq-people-
live-on-heterosexuals-terms-98392 

• Watch South Africa - Gender Violence: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/24/south-africa-video-
gender-violence#  

• Watch “Home for the Golden Gays – Documentary”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jhowropK0yU 

Optional: 

• Alcalde, M. Cristina. Heteronormativity, Homophobia and Home. In: 
Peruvian Lives Across Borders : Power, Exclusion, and Home, 
University of Illinois Press, 2018 (100-118). ProQuest Ebook Central, 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rutgers-
ebooks/detail.action?docID=5432894 

 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 5 – opens on Feb. 12 and closes on Feb. 17 at 11:59PM  
QUIZ 2 – due by Feb. 18 at 11:59PM 

 

Week 6: Feb 25 

New Content 
Post 

Feb. 19 

Topic Sexual Citizenship: The Concepts of Homonationalism and Pinkwashing 

Readings/Media Required:  

• Pérez Navarro, P. (2016). Beyond Inclusion: Non-monogamies and 
the Borders of Citizenship. Sexuality & Culture, 21(2), 441–458. 

• Rethinking Homonationalism, International Journal of Middle East 
Studies 45. 

• Richardson, D. (2017). Rethinking Sexual Citizenship. Sociology, 
51(2), 208-224.  

Media:  

https://theconversation.com/the-trouble-with-making-lgbtiaq-people-live-on-heterosexuals-terms-98392
https://theconversation.com/the-trouble-with-making-lgbtiaq-people-live-on-heterosexuals-terms-98392
https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/24/south-africa-video-gender-violence
https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/24/south-africa-video-gender-violence
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jhowropK0yU
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rutgers-ebooks/detail.action?docID=5432894
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rutgers-ebooks/detail.action?docID=5432894


• Watch “Homonationalism” by Shon Faye.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9l3shYm6Jao 

• Watch “Pinkwashing and homonationalism” by Shon Faye.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4LP0z493oY 

• Read “Homonormativity, Homonationalism, and the other other”. 
Huffpost. Available at: 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/homonormativity-
homonatio_b_6889606 
 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 6 – opens on Feb. 19 and closes on Feb. 24 at 11:59PM 

 

Week 7: Mar. 4  

New Content 
Post 

Feb. 26 

Topic The Governance of Public Queer Existence 

Readings/Media Required:  

• Hubbard, P. (2012). Public Sex. In: Cities and sexualities (1st ed.). 
Routledge (91-118). 

• Irazábal, C., & Huerta, C. (2016). Intersectionality and planning at the 
margins: LGBTQ youth of color in New York. Gender, Place & 
Culture, 23(5), 714–732. 

Media:  

• Read: The transgender women at Stonewall were pushed out of the 
gay rights movement. Now they are getting a statue in New York. 
The Washington Post. June 12, 2019. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2019/06/12/transgender
-women-heart-stonewall-riots-are-getting-statue-new-york/ 

• Watch Indianare (Trailer): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSl_cvMgbhM 

• Watch The Death and Life of Marsha P Johnson: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pADsuuPd79E 

Optional: 

• Hubbard, P. (2013). Kissing is not a universal right: Sexuality, law, 
and the scales of citizenship. Geoforum, 49, 224–232. 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 7 – opens on Feb. 26 and closes on Mar. 3 at 11:59PM 
MIDTERM – due by Mar. 4 at 11:59PM 

 

Week 8: Mar. 11 

New Content 
Post 

Mar. 5 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9l3shYm6Jao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4LP0z493oY
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/homonormativity-homonatio_b_6889606
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/homonormativity-homonatio_b_6889606
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2019/06/12/transgender-women-heart-stonewall-riots-are-getting-statue-new-york/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2019/06/12/transgender-women-heart-stonewall-riots-are-getting-statue-new-york/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSl_cvMgbhM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pADsuuPd79E


Topic There goes the gayborhood? 

Readings/Media Required:  

• Bell, D., & Binnie, J. (2016). Authenticating Queer Space: Citizenship, 
Urbanism and Governance. Urban Studies (Edinburgh, 
Scotland), 41(9), 1807–1820. 

• Ghaziani, A. (2010). there goes the gayborhood? Contexts (Berkeley, 
Calif.), 9(4), 64–66.  

• Visser, G. (2013). Challenging the gay ghetto in South Africa: Time to 
move on? Geoforum, 49, 268–274. 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 8 – opens on Mar. 5 and closes on Mar. 10 at 11:59PM  

 

Week 9: Mar. 18 – Spring Break (NO CLASS) 

Week 10: Mar. 25 

New Content 
Post 

Mar. 19 

Topic Urban redevelopment, moral geographies, and the governance of the 
‘savage’ other 

Readings/Media Required:  

• Gentrification – Encyclopedia of Urban Studies Hutchison, R. 
(2010). Encyclopedia of urban studies. SAGE. 

• Kern, L. (2015). From Toxic Wreck to Crunchy Chic: Environmental 
Gentrification through the Body. Environment and Planning. D, 
Society & Space, 33(1), 67–83.  

• Laing, M., & Cook, I. (2014). Governing Sex Work in the 
City. Geography Compass, 8(8), 505–515. 

• Hubbard, P. 2016. “Sex Work, Urban Governance and The Gendering 
of the City”, In: The Routledge Research Companion to Geographies 
of Sex and Sexualities, edited by G. Brown and K. Browne, 313–320. 
Abingdon: Routledge. 

Media: 

• Colorlines - https://www.colorlines.com/articles/white-lgbtq-
community-your-racist-slip-showing-op-ed 

 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 10 – opens on Mar. 19 and closes on Mar. 24 at 11:59PM  
QUIZ 3 – due by Mar. 25 at 11:59PM 

 

Week 11: Apr. 1 

New Content 
Post 

Mar. 26 

https://www.colorlines.com/articles/white-lgbtq-community-your-racist-slip-showing-op-ed
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/white-lgbtq-community-your-racist-slip-showing-op-ed


Topic Mid semester: Course Check-In 

Readings/Media - 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 11 – opens on Mar. 26 and closes on Mar. 31 at 11:59PM 

 

Week 12: Apr. 8 

New Content 
Post 

Apr. 2 

Topic Pleasure and Leisure in the City 

Readings/Media Required:  

• Hubbard, P. (2012). On the town: pleasure and leisure in the 
nocturnal city. In: Cities and sexualities (1st ed.). Routledge (119-
147). 

• Avivi, Yamil (2017). “Betina Botox e Lobixomen“  Tão 
Engraçados! ” Queer Brazilian Televisual Representations 
Shaping Spatial (Im) possibilidades in Newark. Revista 
Bilingue. 

 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 12 – opens on Apr. 2 and closes on Apr. 7 at 11:59PM 
QUIZ 4 – due by Apr. 8 at 11:59PM 

 
Week 13: Apr. 15  
 

New Content 
Post 

Apr. 9 

Topic The Consumption of Sex in the City 

Readings/Media Required:  

• Hubbard, P. (2012). Consuming Sex: Pornographies and Adult 
Entertainment. In: Cities and sexualities (1st ed.). Routledge (148-
175) 

• Brents, B., & Sanders, T. (2010). Mainstreaming the Sex Industry: 
Economic Inclusion and Social Ambivalence. Journal of Law and 
Society, 37(1), 40–60. 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 13 – opens on Apr. 9 and closes on Apr. 14 at 11:59PM 

 

Week 14: Apr. 22  

New Content 
Post 

Apr. 15 

Topic Digital Sexualities I 



Readings/Media Required:  

• Mearns, GW (2020). Queer geographies of spatial media. Geography 
Compass, 14, e12481.  

• Miles, S. (2018). Still getting it on online: Thirty years of queer male 
spaces brokered through digital technologies. Geography 
Compass, 12(11), e12407–n/a 

• Hagen, J. (2018). Compounding Risk for Sex Workers in the United 
States: Latinx queer and trans women will suffer disproportionally 
from a set of new laws restricting sex workers from seeking clients 
online. NACLA Report on the Americas: Women Rising in the 
Americas, 50(4), 395–397. 

Media: 

• Podcast I: https://urbanpolitical.podigee.io/11-queer_urban_space 

• Podcast II: 
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/segments/sex-
workers-coronavirus-pandemic 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 14 – opens on Apr. 15 and closes on Apr. 21 at 11:59PM 

 

Week 15: Apr. 29 

New Content 
Post 

Apr. 23 

Topic Digital Sexualities II  

Readings/Media Required:  

• Mowlabocus, S (2016) Horny at the bus stop, paranoid in the cul-de-
sac: Sex, technology and public space. In: Brown, G, Browne, K (eds) 
The Routledge Research Companion to Geographies of Sex and 
Sexualities. 391–398.  

• Nash & Gorman-Murray. (2016). Digital technologies and sexualities 
in the urban space. In: Brown, G, Browne, K (eds) The Routledge 
Research Companion to Geographies of Sex and Sexualities.  
 

Assignments 
Due 

Discussion Forum 15 – I: opens on Apr. 23 and closes on May 7 at 11:59PM 
Discussion Forum 15 – II: opens on Apr. 23 and closes on May 7 at 11:59PM 

 

*Apr. 30: Please note that any submission of reflection papers is due by APRIL 30.  

Week 16: May 6  

New Content 
Post 

- 

Topic FINAL EXAM – due by May 6 at 11:59PM 

https://urbanpolitical.podigee.io/11-queer_urban_space
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/segments/sex-workers-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/segments/sex-workers-coronavirus-pandemic


Readings/Media - 
 

Assignments 
Due 

- 

 

 

UNIVERSITY RESOURCES 

 In this document, you will find a list of resources available at RU-N to promote an 

inclusive and safe learning environment for all students and the University as a whole. Please consider 

the following resources:  

CANVAS: As a Rutgers student, you already have a Canvas account; you just have to set it up (if 

you have not done so already).  Go to www.rutgers.edu, click on your campus location at the top 

right. Then click on “” directly. If you have trouble accessing Canvas, call the help desk: (973) 

353-5083 or email: help@newark.rutgers.edu.  

LAUNCH PAD: This course is fully online and during the duration of it, you may experience issues 

with connectivity, software and/or hardware. Please contact Launch Pad to report your issues 

and/or seek support, see: https://runit.rutgers.edu/technology-launch-pad/. 

UNIVERSITY UPDATES ON COVID-19: The Rutgers’ administration provides frequent updates on 

Covid-related matters as they pertain to the Rutgers community. For your information, please 

visit: https://coronavirus.rutgers.edu/. 

WRITING RESOURCES: Since there are writing assignments in this course, I want to make you 

aware of the resources that are available to you if you are having any issues with your writing.  If 

you need help with writing you may contact the Rutgers Newark Writing Center via phone: (973) 

353-5847or e-mail: nwc@newark.rutgers.edu. You may also visit their webpage: 

http://www.ncas.rutgers.edu/writingcenter. And of course, I’m always available during student 

drop-in hours (office hours) and via e-mail. 

FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES: The Office of Disability Services (ODS) is responsible for the 
determination of appropriate accommodations for students who encounter barriers due to 
disability. Once a student has completed the ODS process (registration, initial appointment, and 
submitted documentation) and reasonable accommodations are determined to be necessary 
and appropriate, a Letter of Accommodation (LOA) will be provided. The LOA must be given to 
each course instructor by the student and followed up with a discussion. This should be done as 
early in the semester as possible as accommodations are not retroactive. More information can 
be found at ods.rutgers.edu. Contact ODS at (973)353-5375 or via email at 
ods@newark.rutgers.edu. 

mailto:help@newark.rutgers.edu
https://runit.rutgers.edu/technology-launch-pad/
https://coronavirus.rutgers.edu/
mailto:nwc@newark.rutgers.edu


FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE PREGNANT: The Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance is available to 
assist with any concerns or potential accommodations related to pregnancy. Students may 
contact the Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance at (973) 353-1906 or via email at 
TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu. 

CAREGIVER RESPONSIBILITIES POLICY: I have great respect for students who are balancing their 
pursuit of education with the responsibilities of caring for children or other family members. If 
you run into challenges that require you to miss a class, or if your caregiving responsibilities are 
interfering with your ability to engage in remote learning, please contact me or the TAs. There 
may be some instances of flexibility we can offer to support your learning. 
 
SCHOOL-LIFE CONFLICT: Many students face obstacles to their education as a result of work or 
family obligations or unforeseen personal difficulties. If you are experiencing challenges 
throughout the term that are impacting your ability to succeed in this course, or in your 
undergraduate career more broadly, please reach out to me so that we can work together to 
form a plan for your academic success. If you are unable to attend my student drop-in hours, 
please email to set up a time that works for you or arrange a meeting by Zoom. 

FOR ABSENCE VERIFICATION: The Office of the Dean of Students can provide assistance for 
absences related to religious observance, emergency or unavoidable conflict (e.g., illness, 
personal or family emergency, etc.). Students should refer to University Policy 10.2.7 for 
information about expectations and responsibilities. The Office of the Dean of Students can be 
contacted by calling (973) 353-5063 or emailing deanofstudents@newark.rutgers.edu. 

FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH TEMPORARY CONDITIONS/INJURIES: The Office of the Dean of Students 
can assist students who are experiencing a temporary condition or injury (e.g., broken or 
sprained limbs, concussions, or recovery from surgery). Students experiencing a temporary 
condition or injury should submit a request using the following link: 
https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu. 

INDIVIDUALS SEEKING RELIGIOUS ACCOMODATIONS: The Office of the Dean of Students is 
available to verify absences for religious observance, as needed. Contact the Dean of Students at 
(973)353-5063 or via email at DeanofStudents@newark.rutgers.edu. 

FOR ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL): The Program in American Language Studies (PALS) 
can support students experiencing difficulty in courses due to English as a Second Language (ESL) 
and can be reached by emailing PALS@newark.rutgers.edu to discuss potential supports. 

FOR GENDER OR SEX-BASED DISCRIMINATION OR HARASSMENT: The Office of Title IX and ADA 
Compliance can assist students who are experiencing any form of gender or sex-based 
discrimination or harassment, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, relationship violence, 
or stalking. Students can report an incident to the Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance by 
calling (973) 353-1906 or emailing TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu. Incidents may also be reported 
by using the following link: tinyurl.com/RUNReportingForm. For more information, students 

mailto:TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu
https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu/


should refer to the University’s Student Policy Prohibiting Sexual Harassment, Sexual Violence, 
Relationship Violence, Stalking and Related Misconduct located at 
http://compliance.rutgers.edu/title-ix/about-title-ix/title-ix-policies/. 

FOR SUPPORT RELATED TO INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE: The Office for Violence Prevention and 
Victim Assistance can provide any student with confidential support. The office is a confidential 
resource and does not have an obligation to report information to the University’s Title IX 
Coordinator. Students can contact the office by calling (973) 353-1918 or emailing 
run.vpva@rutgers.edu. There is also a confidential text-based line available to students; students 
can text (973) 339-0734 for support. 

FOR CRISIS AND CONCERNS: The Campus Awareness Response and Education (CARE) Team 
works with students in crisis to develop a support plan to address personal situations that might 
impact their academic performance. Students, faculty and staff may contact the CARE Team by 
using the following link: tinyurl.com/RUNCARE or emailing careteam@rutgers.edu. 

FOR STRESS, WORRY, OR CONCERNS ABOUT WELL-BEING: The Counseling Center has 
confidential therapists available to support students. Students should reach out to the 
Counseling Center to schedule an appointment: counseling@newark.rutgers.edu or (973) 353-
5805. If you are not quite ready to make an appointment with a therapist but are interested in 
self-help, check out TAO at Rutgers-Newark for an easy, web-based approach to self-care and 
support: https://tinyurl.com/RUN-TAO. 

For emergencies, call 911 or contact Rutgers University Police Department (RUPD) by calling 
(973) 353-5111. 

   

 

https://tinyurl.com/RUN-TAO

