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Course Description and Objectives 

 Interdisciplinary research is a central foundation in African American and 

African (or Africana) Studies. Understanding the most pertinent issues of Black 

identity around the world requires a multilayered approach. How, for example, 

could we understand African American civil rights activism without economics, 

psychology, race, history, philosophy, religion, gender, and national laws? This 

course is an introduction to the foundational research and writing practices that 

shape Africana Studies and each of its interconnected disciplines. Together we 

will interrogate and challenge traditionally accepted social, political, and cultural 

knowledge in several academic disciplines by expanding their boundaries. As a 

community of scholars, we will employ the methods of several pioneering 

researchers to craft our own projects. Drawing on archival material, 

interdisciplinary methods, and Africana theory, you will formulate your own 

critical questions and answers as you think about specific issues of ethnicity, race, 

class, gender, spirituality, nationality, social and political justice, education, 

public health, or public representation. 

 

This semester you will 

1. Develop a basic understanding of interdisciplinary research, writing, and methodology. 

2. Identify and explain the steps of the interdisciplinary research process. 

3. Explain the importance of interdisciplinary research to the field of Africana Studies.  

4. Analyze complex problems within several of the intersecting disciplines of African American and African 

Studies.  

5. Identify the defining elements of disciplines relevant to these problems.  

6. Discuss and debate issues of race, gender, and identity as we think collectively about the role of 

interdisciplinary work in African American and African Studies.  

7. Construct and create analytical, argumentative essays that observe the basic conventions of academic writing, 

including proposing a thesis, organizing, and analyzing main points, and supporting ideas with well-chosen 

textual evidence from multiple sources.  

8. Create a small archival project connected to an individual research question. 

9. Propose an individual interdisciplinary research problem to pursue that engages physical or digital archival 

sources.  

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY ARCHIVAL RESEARCH AND METHODS (014:411Q1) 

Fall 2022 
(Conklin 203) M2:30-3:50 pm/W1:00-2:20pm  

Instructor: Professor Hunter  

 

Email: lahunter@newark.rutgers.edu  

 

Virtual Office Hours: Mon. 11:30-12:30 

pm 

 

Please use this link: 

https://rutgers.zoom.us/j/99460612574?

pwd=WEFSa3lWZWlhMUlzRWxxdnEr

TFlEZz09 

Password: 489849 

 

Course Text 
 

*All readings are accessible via Canvas and the Rutgers University Library. * 
 

Gaast, Koen van der, et al. Academic Skills for Interdisciplinary Studies. 2nd ed., Amsterdam University Press, 2019. 
https://bit.ly/3827En6 

 

mailto:lahunter@newark.rutgers.edu
https://bit.ly/3827En6
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Course Assignments

Quizzes Papers Exams Portfolio Presentation Participation

Course Assignments Explained 
 

Quizzes — You will take two brief quizzes over the course of the semester. Each quiz will assess your ability to apply and discuss the 

concepts and ideas we explore in class. In doing so, you will need to illustrate a strong reading of assigned texts, and to use that text to 

construct arguments, make critiques, or assess writing strategies. The dates of each assessment are below. 

Paper—This semester you will write one short essay that helps you build on your final exam essay. This essay will require you to examine 

archival material and explore different methodologies. The due date of your writing assignment is listed below, and a detailed guide is 

available on our canvas page. 

Exams—This semester you will complete two formal essay assignments in place of a traditional exam. The first exam assignment is due 

on October 19th and the final essay is due on December 19th.  Detailed guides will be available in the exam guides section of our Canvas 

page. 

Portfolio Project— Using one of the Rutgers University library databases, you will create a portfolio that highlights your research this 

semester and the sources you have used to organize your project. At base, this assignment simply requires you to keep all your research 

and sources in one place for submission at the end of the semester.  

Presentation—At the end of the semester, you are required to provide a short presentation that discusses your final research project. A 

detailed guide will be available in the research presentation module.   

Participation— To keep the course interesting and fun, I ask that we maintain thoughtful, open, and respectful conversations in each 

class. Understandably, there will be times when each of us may be late or absent. In this case, let’s agree to give one another a 24-hour 

notice. If this is not possible, and your late attendance or absence is not due to an emergency, it will count against you. Three incidences 

of lateness equal one absence; each unexcused absence after this will lower your final grade by one half grade. Any student who misses 

eight or more sessions through any combination of excused and unexcused absences should speak with me immediately. 

NOTE: The global impact of COVID -19 has profoundly reshaped the nature of university learning and classroom engagement 

everywhere. If you are having ANY difficulty completing assignments or accessing the technology to participate in our course, please do 

not hesitate to reach out to me to discuss the best strategy for continuing the course successfully.   
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Evaluation: A key element aspect of your experience in this class will involve the instructor's evaluation of your progress in the course, 

with the course materials. As part of each of the instructor's assessment of your coursework, the following elements will be considered 

where applicable with each of the course assignments noted above. 

 

 

 How effectively you develop your arguments in clear and 

coherent texts, as well as in oral communication, to produce 

an informed analysis of the materials with which you have 

been presented. 

 How effectively you grasp the differing ways to read a 

variety of texts and cultural artifacts, and then produce an 

informed analysis of them. The evaluation will also include 

assessing your understanding of the connections among 

texts within given disciplines, and the similarities and 

distinctions between texts from different disciplines.  

 How successfully you discuss your ideas individually and 

collectively in class, informally address in writing the 

information which you are presented in your responses to 

readings, and how you more formally engage these ideas in 

longer written work, as well as the midterm and final 

examinations. 

 How you creatively produce ideas and texts in response to 

each other through the debates and the one-on-one 

conversation sessions. 

 How you employ basic methods and methodologies 

employed in the humanities and social sciences. How well 

you identify, discuss, and analyze interactions between 

people from a range of political, social, cultural, racial, 

ethnic, and gendered groups. 

 How well you understand and address the relationship 

between the course materials and the defining social, 

political, cultural, and intellectual questions of your own 

time, in both historical and historical perspectives.

 

Policy on Academic Integrity (Cheating and Plagiarism): Rutgers University treats cheating and plagiarism as serious offenses. The 

standard minimum penalties for students who cheat or plagiarize include failure of the course, disciplinary probation, and a formal 

warning that further cheating will be grounds for expulsion from the University. The department REQUIRES all students to insert an 

academic integrity pledge on ALL of your submitted work. The pledge should read as follows: “On My honor I have neither received 

nor given any unauthorized assistance on this assignment.” 

MASK POLICY: To protect those in and outside of our homes and classrooms, I ask that you wear a mask in our class at all times. 

Please also complete the My Campus Pass symptom checker found at the myRutgers portal before arriving to class each week. For 

updated information in Covid related campus protocols, see our Guide to Returning to Campus found here: 

https://ipo.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/Guide%20To%20Returning%20To%20Rutgers.pdf  

PLEASE NOTE: The impacts of the evolving COVID-19 virus continue to redefine our experiences in nearly every dimension of life. 

In the event of an emergency, inclement weather, or other circumstances that might potentially prevent us from gathering in our 

classroom, I will run class in an online format until our next physical meeting. Any and all updates will be available via Canvas 

announcements.  Outside of this, if you are having ANY difficulty completing assignments or accessing the technology to participate 

in our course, please do not hesitate to reach out to me to discuss the best strategy for continuing the class successfully.  

https://ipo.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/Guide%20To%20Returning%20To%20Rutgers.pdf
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Accommodation and Support Statement: 
 

Rutgers University Newark (RU-N) is committed to the creation of an inclusive and safe learning environment for all 

students.  RU-N has identified the following resources to further the mission of access and support: 

• Students with Disabilities:  Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's 
educational programs.  The Office of Disability Services (ODS) is responsible for the determination of appropriate 
accommodations for students who encounter barriers due to disability.  In order to receive consideration for 
reasonable accommodations, a student with a disability must contact ODS, register, have an initial appointment, and 
provide documentation.  Once a student has completed the ODS process (registration, initial appointment, and 
documentation submitted) and reasonable accommodations are determined to be necessary and appropriate, a Letter 
of Accommodation (LOA) will be provided to the student.  The student must give the LOA to each course 
instructor, followed by a discussion with the instructor.  This should be completed as early in the semester as possible 
as accommodations are not retroactive.  More information can be found at ods.rutgers.edu.  Contact ODS: (973) 
353-5375 or ods@newark.rutgers.edu. 
 

• Religious Holiday Policy and Accommodations:   Students are advised to provide timely notification to instructors 
about necessary absences for religious observances and are responsible for making up the work or exams according to 
an agreed-upon schedule.  The Division of Student Affairs is available to verify absences for religious observance, as 
needed:  (973) 353-5063 or DeanofStudents@newark.rutgers.edu. 
 

• Counseling Services:  Counseling Center Room 101, Blumenthal Hall, (973) 353-5805 or 
http://counseling.newark.rutgers.edu/. 
 

• Students with Temporary Conditions/Injuries:  Students experiencing a temporary condition or injury that is 
adversely affecting their ability to fully participate in their courses should submit a request for assistance at:  
https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu.  
 

• Students Who are Pregnant:  The Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance is available to assist students with any 
concerns or potential accommodations related to pregnancy: (973) 353-1906 or TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu.   
 

• Gender or Sex-Based Discrimination or Harassment:  Students experiencing any form of gender or sex-based 
discrimination or harassment, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, relationship violence, or stalking, should 
know that help and support are available.  To report an incident, contact the Office of Title IX and ADA 
Compliance:   (973) 353-1906 or TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu.  To submit an incident report: 
tinyurl.com/RUNReportingForm.  To speak with a staff member who is confidential and does NOT have a 
reporting responsibility, contact the Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance: (973) 353-1918 or 

run.vpva@rutgers.edu.  
 

https://ods.rutgers.edu/
mailto:ods@newark.rutgers.edu
mailto:DeanofStudents@newark.rutgers.edu
http://counseling.newark.rutgers.edu/
https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu/
mailto:TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu
mailto:TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu
file:///C:/Users/Jessica/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/5SHVQXKO/tinyurl.com/RUNReportingForm
mailto:run.vpva@rutgers.edu
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 Topic What to Read What to Submit 
Week 1 Course Introduction   

    

Sept. 7  
Review the “Getting Started” module on Canvas 

this week.  
    

Week 2 

What is 
Black/AFAM/Africana 
Studies? What makes it 

interdisciplinary?   

Sept. 12  
Read Darlene C. Hine “Black Studies: An 

Overview”   
    

Sept. 14  
Read Serie McDougal “Africana Studies and the 

Science of Knowing”  
    

Week 3    

Sept. 19  
Read Allen F. Repko et al. “Introducing 

Interdisciplinary Studies”   
    

Sept. 21  

Read Efua Akoma & Lawrence Johnson’s “Our 
Future: Actualizing the Interdisciplinary and 

Community Aspects of Black Studies”  

Week 4 
Understanding 
Methodology   

Sept. 26  
Read Allen F. Repko et al. “Identifying Relevant 

Disciplines”  
    

Sept. 28  

Read Mildred Patten and Michelle Newhart 
“Types of Nonexperimental Research” & 
“Quantitative and Qualitative Research” 

Quiz 1 due 9/30 @ 11:59 
pm 

Week 5    

Oct. 3  
Read Serie McDougal “Methodology in Africana 

Studies Research”  

    

Oct. 5  
Read Michael Tillotson et al. “Applied Africana 

Studies Methodology”  
Week 6 Afrocentricity   
Oct. 10  Read Molefi Kete Asante “Afrocentricity”  

    

Oct. 12  
Read Ana Monteiro-Ferreira “Afrocentricity and 

the Western Paradigm” 
Writing assignment 1 due 

10/12 @ 11:59 pm 

    

Week 7 

Qualitative & 
Quantitative Examples 

(Education)   
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Oct. 17  

Read Stacie C. DeFreitas & Antonio Bravo Jr. 
“The Influence of Involvement with Faculty and 
Mentoring on the Self-Efficacy and Academic 
Achievement of African American and Latino 

College Students.”  
    

Oct. 19  

Read Kimberley E. Freeman et. al. “Racial 
Identity-Rooted Academic Motivation of First-
Year African American Students Majoring in 

STEM at an HBCU”  
    

Week 8 
Understanding 

[Africana] Theory   
Oct. 24  Read W.E.B. DuBois “Of Our Spiritual Strivings”   

    

Oct. 26  
Read Magnus O. Bassey “What Is Africana 

Critical Theory or Black Existential Philosophy?”  
    

Week 9 Africana Theory (cont.)   

Oct. 31  
Read Serie McDougal “Theory” & “Applying 

Theory to Social Phenomena”  
    

Nov. 2  
Read Mildred Patten and Michelle Newhart “The 

Role of Theory in Research” 
Midterm exam due 11/2 @ 

11:59 pm 

    

Week 10 
Inductive & Deductive 

Examples (Family)   

Nov. 7  

Read Linda L. McCreary and Barbara L. Dancy 
“Dimensions of Family Functioning: Perspectives 

of Low-Income African American 
Single-Parent Families”  

    

Nov. 9  
Read Johnitha Watkins Johnson “All I Do is 

Win…No Matter What”   

    
Week 11 Application   

Nov. 14  
Read Koen van der Gaast et al. “Prepatory 

Reading and Searching”  
    

Nov. 16  

Read Mildred L. Patten et al. “Why Researchers 
Review Literature” & “Locating Literature in 

Electronic Databases” 
Quiz 2 due 11/18 @ 11:59 

pm 

    
Week 12    

Nov. 21  
Read Serie McDougal “Choosing a Topic, 

Writing a Question, Reviewing the Literature”   
    

Nov. 23 
No Class—Enjoy the 

break! ----------------------------  
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Week 13    

Nov. 28  

Read Koen van der Gaast et al. “From Your Topic 
to Your Question” & “Formulating a Good 

Question”   
    

Nov. 30  Research Workshop   
    

Week 14 

Constructing and 
Proposing Your 
Research Project   

Dec. 5  
Read Mildred Patten and Michelle Newhart’s 
“Locating Literature in Electronic Databases” Project presentations begin 

    

Dec. 7  
Read Mildred Patten and Michelle Newhart 
“Connecting the Literature to Your Study”  

    
Week 15    

Dec. 12  
Read Steph Menken & Machiel Keestra “How to 

Collect and Analyze your Data”   

    

Dec. 14  
Read Koen van der Gaast et al. “The Structure of 

Your Article” 

Final portfolio due today by 
@ 11:59 pm  

Project presentations end 
    

Week 16 Finals Week    

Dec. 19 Final Exam Day  
Final exam due 12/19 @ 

6:00 pm 

    
Dec. 21  ----------------------------  

    

 

 

 

 

 


