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Rutgers University, Newark 
Department of Spanish and Portuguese Studies 

Fall 2019 
 

SPANISH 207     Prof. Jennifer Duprey 
Introduction to Spanish Peninsular Literature Office: Conklin Hall, 418 
T, TH 11:30-12:50 Conklin 238    Office Hours: T, TH 1:20-2:20 
       
 
Objectives: The goals of this course are twofold: to introduce students to the history of Spanish 
Peninsular Literature, since the 19th century to Post Franco Spain, as well as to LITERARY 
ANALYSIS. It is a course designed to foster CRITICAL THINKING.  Literature is something 
that can be enjoyed by anyone, without any special training. Literary analysis, however, is an 
activity for which skills, knowledge, and preparation are needed. Spanish majors are supposed not 
only to be able to read in Spanish, but to read critically: to be professional readers.  

This course is, also, highly PRACTICAL in the sense that it is only by DOING that students can 
learn how to do things such as how to analyze a poem, a short story, or how to decide whether 
context is relevant to text, etc. Literary analysis is a craft that can only be properly learned by 
practicing it. Therefore, the class participation and preparation will count for a high percentage 
of the grade.  Accordingly, this course will be very demanding of students.  

The focus of this course is Spanish Peninsular Literature.  In addition to becoming familiar with 
the development of Spanish culture and history, as we progress through the course you will have 
the opportunity: 

• To read and comprehend theoretical material about Spanish literature, cultural 
production, identity development, politics and cultural criticism; 

• To apply the theoretical material in the course to any cultural artifact about which 
you are reading;  

• To gain knowledge and appreciation of Spanish culture in its diverse manifestations. 
• To gain the tools for analyzing the social, cultural and political issues that shape 

Spanish communities. 
• To grapple with historical and social dilemmas that require sensitive, careful critical 

commentary; and  
• To practice the skills/capabilities listed above 

As a General Requirement, the course is also designed to help you develop the reading, writing, 
oral and critical analysis skills you will need for proceeding through the university. The course 
includes work on library research and on improving your computer skills. In addition, the course 
will focus on developing your teamwork skills and your competence in assessing your own 
learning abilities. 
Clear and effective writing: This course will help you to improve your ability to express 
yourself clearly on paper. It will provide you with the opportunity to practice revising your 
written work in order to improve the organization and presentation of your ideas. In writing, you 
will work toward being able to use evidence appropriately in order to deal with and apply 
complex ideas accurately. 
Conscious and critical reading: We will discuss effective reading strategies (to find “main 
arguments” or identify evidence, for example). We will explore a range of text types that you may 
encounter at the university level: fiction, narrative and autobiographical accounts and historical 
writing, and we will practice effective reading approaches to these various forms.  
Active listening and confident speaking: Throughout the course you will learn the oral skills of 
doing active listening, speaking in class, and do oral reports.  
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Critical thinking: In writing or speaking, you will learn to cite evidence appropriately, 
accurately represent and attribute complex ideas, and apply theoretical material to various 
situations.    
 
COURSE SCHEDULE (SUBJECT TO CHANGES) 
 
September 
3 Introducción al curso 
5 Romanticismo: Rosalía de Castro, “Era apacible el día” (BB) 
10 Repaso “Era apacible el día” & (Writing Exercise 1) 
12 Hand in Introduction to First Essay  
17 (Writing Exercise 2)  
19 Hand in Thesis and 3 paragraphs of analysis of First Essay 
24 (Writing Essay 3)  
 
October 
1 First Essay Due  
3  Naturalismo: Emilia Pardo Bazán, “” 
8  Realismo: Benito Pérez Galdós, “La novela en el tranvía” 
10 Benito Pérez Galdós, “La novela en el tranvía” 
15 Benito Pérez Galdós, “La novela en el tranvía” & (Repaso First Exam) 
17 First Exam (Romanticismo, Naturalismo y Realismo)  
22 Crisis de 1898: Antonio Machado, Mañana efímero 
24 Antonio Machado, Mañana efímero 
29 First Essay (Final Version Due) 
31  Discussion First Essay (Peer Review in Class) 
 
November 
5  La mujer Republicana moderna: Clara Campoamor, “Discurso a favor del derecho al 

voto de las mujeres” 
7 Guerra Civil española: Rafael Alberti, Noche de guerra en el Museo del Prado  
12 Rafael Alberti, Noche de guerra en el Museo del Prado 
14  Rafael Alberti, Noche de guerra en el Museo del Prado & (Repaso Second Exam) 
19  Second Exam (Mujer Republicana y Guerra Civil española) 
21  (Writing Exercise 1) 
26  España de Franco: Alfonso Sastre, La mordaza & (Writing Exercise 2) 
28 Thanksgiving Recess  
 
December 
3 España de Franco: Alfonso Sastre, La mordaza & Second Essay Due   
10  España de la Democracia: Carme Riera, “Te entrego amor la mar, como una ofrenda” 
 
Final Exam: TBA 
 
I. LEARNING CONTEXT AND ASSESMENT-PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION 
In the fields of literature and writing participation is imperative. As is the case in all disciplines, 
class is not just about knowledge acquisition but is instead about learning a process. For my 
classes, this process is learning how to closely read literature, interpret it, make an argument–
written or spoken–about the text in question. To my mind, one learns to do this by doing it 
yourself and watching others (classmates and the instructor) and getting feedback. In other words, 
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if I’m grading the analytical papers you write for my class it makes just as much sense to me that 
I should be grading your in-class efforts at analysis. 
 
This is a class based on collaborative discourse. As such, being prepared to participate in 
discussions is a course requirement. This entails having read, annotated, and thought about the 
complete assignment carefully before class starts. Furthermore, you must bring your copy of the 
text to class every day. Since we will be engaged in closely examining the texts we read and the 
language that they use, if you don’t have your text then you aren’t prepared for class, even if you 
have read the assignment. Naturally, this admonition applies to the texts that you will find online. 

More broadly speaking: Ask questions. Be curious. You are more than welcome to have a 
different interpretation of a text than a classmate or me; just be sure to share your perspective in a 
productive and supportive manner. Since the course will be conducted as a seminar-and not a 
series of lectures-the substance of our class meetings will primarily consist of your responses to 
the course texts (such as general questions, impressionistic responses, or interpretations of 
particular passages) and, secondarily, my engagement with your responses. Your thoughts and 
questions will provide the starting point for our discussions. Your active participation will be 
consequently factored into your final grade for the course. If you’re reluctant to speak up, please 
talk to me and we’ll figure out a way for you to participate. 
 
I grade students’ participation across the whole semester. The grade represents my overall 
assessment of their participation in the class. If they are actively participating every day, they get 
a perfect score. While active participation is easiest to measure by those students who speak in 
class and contribute to discussions, I also consider those who are clearly following the 
conversation and being thoughtful about it. 
  
II. ASSESMENT-DISCUSSION EXAMS 
 
What is expected from the students: For this assignment students are expected to show 
commitment to the serious task of writing by showing clear and effective arguments that have 
taken into consideration both the reading and writing tools provided by the professor. In addition 
the professor expects that students’ answer show an interpretation of the literary texts that is 
consistent with the material studied in class and the knowledge they have been acquiring in the 
course.  
Structure: The answer to this question must be in the form of a short academic essay. This 
assignment will require knowledge of the elements of a written composition (main argument or 
thesis, effective and sophisticated vocabulary, structure and organization, among others). This 
assignment will also require different kinds of background (historical, cultural) and conceptual 
knowledge.  
Objective Knowledge: The goal of this part of the exams is to assess students in the 
understanding of the objective knowledge they have been acquiring or acquired (in the case of the 
final exam) in the course. Examples of objective knowledge are: specific social and cultural 
events, literary groups, specific aesthetics and its characteristics, meaning of concepts, among 
others.  What is expected from the students: Students are expected to show in these exams that 
they have studied, are familiar with and understood the material imparted in the course.   
 
 
III. ASSESMENT-ESSAYS 
Grades will be based on how students: 
1. develop an argument about the literary text under study and state it clearly in their thesis; 
2. support that argument with evidence from close reading of the texts; 
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3. use the proper vocabulary of literary criticism with precision; 
4. bring curiosity about language and literature;  
5. write responsibly using the dictionary; 
6. do it all in clear and precise Spanish 
 
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED: Spanish to Spanish Dictionary Free Websites: 
http://www.diccionarios.com and http://buscon.rae.es/diccionario/drae.htm 
****Please do not use on-line translators to write your essay. This would be detrimental to the 
quality of your work.  
 
Academic integrity is essential to a positive teaching and learning environment. All students 
enrolled in University courses are expected to complete coursework responsibilities with fairness 
and honesty. Failure to do so by seeking unfair advantage over others or misrepresenting 
someone else’s work as your own, can result in disciplinary action. The University Student 
Conduct Code defines scholastic dishonesty as follows: 
Scholastic Dishonesty: means plagiarizing; cheating on assignments or examinations; engaging 
in unauthorized collaboration on academic work; taking, acquiring, or using test materials without 
faculty permission; submitting false or incomplete records of academic achievement; acting alone 
or in cooperation with another to falsify records or to obtain dishonestly grades, honors, awards, 
or professional endorsement; altering, forging, or misusing a University academic record; or 
fabricating or falsifying data, research procedures, or data analysis. Within this course, a 
student responsible for scholastic dishonesty can be assigned a penalty up to and including 
an “F” for the course. If you have any questions regarding the expectations for a specific 
assignment or essay, ask. 
 
UNIVERSITY SENATE POLICIES 
“Please note that for undergraduate courses, one credit is defined as equivalent to an AVERAGE 
of three hours of learning effort per week (over a full semester) necessary for an AVERAGE 
student to achieve and AVERAGE grade in the course.  For example, a student taking a three 
credit course that meets for three hours a week should expect to spend an additional six hours a 
week on course work outside the classroom.  This should not be considered a maximum amount, 
but rather an average amount.” 
According to the college-wide policy determined by the University’s Faculty Senate: 
A  achievement that is outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements. 
B achievement that is significantly above the level necessary to meet course 
 requirements. 
C achievement that meets the course requirements in every respect. 
D  achievement that is worth of credit even though it fails to meet fully the course requirements 
F (or N) represents failure (or no credit) and signifies that the work was either 
(1) completed but at a level of achievement that is not worthy of credit or 
(2) was not completed and there was not agreement between the instructor and the student that the 
student would be awarded an I (incomplete). 
IN (Incomplete) Assigned at the discretion of the instructor when, due to extraordinary 
circumstances, e.g. hospitalization, a student is prevented from completing the work of the course 
on time. 


