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Manganiyar men of Rajasthan, with children (photo by C. Henderson).

What makes us tick? Are women and men the same the world over? Why do
some peoples seem warlike, while others seem peaceful? How do different
cultures define mental and emotional health and wellness? How do the
biological substrates of cognition and emotion, along with our life experiences,
interact with how diverse cultures model and pattern personality?

Course Description
This course familiarizes us with how anthropologists have studied the
psychological dimensions of the human experience. We explore case studies
about emotion and thought in diverse cultural settings, and how people in
different cultures experience selfhood as individuals and as members of
collective groups. We study the interface between biology, emotion, cognition
and culture. Our course subject matter features:
Core questions, approaches, and methods of psychological anthropology
Significant contributions of psychological
understanding of human diversity

anthropology

to

the

New trends and the relationship of psychological anthropology to the
emerging neuroscience paradigm.
This course syllabus describes our course policies, the program of work, and
important information about this course. Be sure to download and print out a
copy of this course syllabus.
Course Information and Policies
How to do well in the course, course policies, grading...................2-13
Program of Work
Detailed list of readings, assignments, and course work...............12-27
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Course Objectives
At the end of this course, we will be able to:
o describe the subfield of psychological anthropology, its key
characteristics, ethics, and methods
o will be able to differentiate the core concerns and approaches of
psychological anthropology from those of psychology
o apply psychological anthropology methods to the construction and
interpretation of data relating to the relationship between culture
and personality
o organize and analyze a corpus of data in order to identify and
assess relationships between a culture and personality
characteristics.
o evaluate and interpret conclusions with respect to the findings of
cross-cultural data.

Course
This course is taught 100% online in the Blackboard Course Management
System. The course is taught asynchronously. There are weekly deadlines to
submit work and participate in class, but for the most part, we will not be required
to "meet" at a particular time and date. The URL to log into Blackboard is:
https://blackboard.rutgers.edu/
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
https://blackboard.rutgers.edu/

Office Hours
Face-to face meetings are by appointment only. Please email me to schedule an
on-campus
meeting
or
to
set
up
an
online
meeting:
cehender@newark.rutgers.edu.

Rutgers Calendar
The Fall 2018 Semester begins on Tuesday, September 4, and ends on
Thursday, December 21. Note: some important dates may be sooner than you
think! You can check Important RU dates at:
https://registrar.newark.rutgers.edu/office-registrar-fall-academic-calendar
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
https://registrar.newark.rutgers.edu/office-registrar-fall-academic-calendar
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Prerequisites
Although there are no required prerequisites, I recommend that students taking
this course will have successfully completed another course in anthropology,
psychology, or sociology. This 300-level course is designed for students who are
typically in their Junior or Senior year.
Questions? Contact me,
cehender@newark.rutgers.edu

Meet the Professor
I'm a Part-Time Lecturer/Faculty Associate in
the Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology,
Rutgers-Newark. My graduate training was at
Columbia University (Ph.D. 1989). I conducted
ethnographic field research in India's Rajasthan
desert and studied cultural changes in
Kyrgyzstan. My current project studies Indian
and British cultural models of the Indian
rebellion of 1857.
Books I've completed include Culture and Customs of India (Greenwood, 2002)
and Raj Rhapsodies (Routledge 2017), co-edited with Maxine Weisgrau. I'm
completing the manuscript for a book tentatively titled War and the Unspeakable:
Atrocity in India, 1857. And The Cheshire Cat’s Smile (CCS), which you get to
read. Each chapter is downloadable in the course website as PDF files.

Books and Course Materials
All course materials are available in digital/online formats, as downloadable PDF
files via Library databases, such as JSTOR or AnthroSource, or from OpenAccess Internet Resources (webpages) and downloadable PowerPoint Files.
1.
Text
Carol E. Henderson, The Cheshire Cat's Smile: Anthropology, Science and the
Cultures of the Mind (chapters available on website as PDF Files).
2.
Articles
Articles are downloadable as PDF files. Articles are a mix of classic and new
anthropology journal articles. The syllabus lists the complete bibliographic
reference for each article, so we can get articles from the library webpages, even
if the Blackboard website is down.
3.
Lecture Notes and Study Guides
Lecture Notes and Study Guides are downloadable PDF files. Study Guides
are required reading. If we were in a face-to-face class, this material would be
included in a lecture. It seems sensible to break out this info in a convenient way
to help us with our reading. Study Guides (SGs) include practice questions (Hot
Tip: questions may show up on tests!). Study Guides do not substitute for the
articles. Carefully read the articles, and do the exercises at the end of each SG.
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Note: if there is a definition clearly spelled out in LN, in the articles, or in the
texts, it will not be in the SG. Too much typing!
4.
Videos and Websites
All required films in this course are available via streaming video. There is no
charge to view any film contained in RU libraries and in our listed resources. All
videos and websites are required viewing unless otherwise noted. You’ll find a
number after the title of each video in the format XX: XX (e.g., 34:05). This is the
time in minutes and seconds of the video, so you can plan your viewing. Links
to videos are in the course website under each week’s articles, and as hyperlinks
in the syllabus and in some study guides.
You can also search under the RU library databases to find the Alexander Street
Anthropology Database, and then log in. The URL to log in is:
http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/indexes/ethnographic_video
Film titles listed under Alexander Street Anthropology have the identifier (at end
of the bibliographic reference) of “E-resource. Alex St.”
Alexander St. Anthropology videos include a written transcript (very handy if we
want to check on something or the sound is problematic). Click the tab at the top
of the screen where the film displays to turn on the transcript.
5.
Assignment Sheets, Announcements, and Rubrics
Read carefully! Assignment sheets for each assignment (Blogs, Discussions, the
Course Project) and the Guide to Exams include helpful materials, links, and
suggestions. Rubrics are available to help us to visualize excellent, average
(etc.) work in the course. Rubrics are the basis for evaluations (e.g., grades). Be
sure to familiarize yourself with rubrics. Copy and keep the course
announcements. These may also include "how to" notes and tips and are
interactive with how we're doing in the course.

Technical Problems & Troubleshooting
What happens on days when we forget our umbrella? It rains! Our best practice
to avoid possible technical problems is to be proactive. I encourage everyone
right away to download a copy of this Course Syllabus (and make a printout),
along with the Course Schedule and any course materials. Please note that
complete bibliographic references are included for all readings, so that you can
look them up via alternative databases at RU libraries as needed.
In the online environment, there is always a possibility of technical issues (e.g.,
lost connection, hardware or software failure, trolling, distributed denial of service
attacks). Often, many issues can be resolved quickly. If we wait to the last minute
before due dates, the chances of these glitches creating big problems increases.
Please plan appropriately. If a problem occurs, it is essential for you to take
immediate action to resolve the problem.
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Technical questions should be directed to the Student Help Desk at:
email: help@newark.rutgers.edu
or at: https://ncs.newark.rutgers.edu/contact/
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
https://ncs.newark.rutgers.edu/contact/
•
•
•

•
•
•

973-353-5083 (good for urgent questions) - they're nice, too!
Hill Hall 109 (walk-ins)
I’m not a tech person, but I do appreciate if there is a problem that you
give me a heads-up. Sometimes there's a simple answer that helps
everyone.
New to Blackboard? Blackboard has many helpful videos on Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/user/BlackboardTV/playlists?shelf_id=3&view=5
0&sort=dd.
Here's a link to the Blackboard Help Page for students.
http://www.blackboard.com/student-resources.aspx

Online Course Site
This is a fully online course, which can be accessed through:
https://blackboard.rutgers.edu/
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
https://blackboard.rutgers.edu/

Course Grade Schema
Assignment
Discussion
Blog Assignments
Tutorials
Course Project
Course Project Discussions
Midterm Examination
Final Examination
Total

Percentage
of Grade
30%
16%
5%
15%
4%
15%
15%
100%

Grading Response Time
Grades for the midterm, the final exam, and the term project will be available
within one week of the deadline. Grades for other types of assignments will be
posted according to the dates listed in the Course Schedule.
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Grading Scale
Final course grades will be assigned according to the following scale:
A =90-100
B+=86-89
B =80-85
C+=76-79
C =70-75
D =65-69
F =64 or below

Due Dates
Due dates for all work, including exams, are listed in the Program of Work in this
Course Syllabus. Each of us is responsible to arrange our schedule to take the
midterm and final examination as per the dates in this syllabus.

Late Submission Policy
Success in this course strongly correlates with keeping up with our assignments
and not falling behind. All written assignments, blogs, group projects, etc., are
due at the time and date listed in this syllabus. If you experience an unavoidable
personal situation that prevents you from completing work on time, please send
me an email to prior to the date the work is due. Late work is accepted, but may
result in points taken off depending on how late it is, a lowering of the assignment
grade, and/or an “F,” depending on the assignment. Late work is not accepted if
a grade has been entered for this work (e.g., zero).
Please see the PDF file "CP Online Course FAQs" for suggestions. This is
available under Main Course Menu > Course Basics.

Communications Policy
Announcements
We are each responsible to read all course announcements. Be sure to check
your course webpage and RU webmail at least once a day.
Emails
Please
contact
me
via
email
at
cehender@newark.rutgers.edu.
This is my
preferred method of communication. Except for
weekends and holidays, I typically will respond
to email messages within 24 business hours. I
read and answer emails during regular
business hours (i.e., between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m.).
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Most days, I check my email in the early morning and again in the late
afternoon. If you send emails at other times, the wait may be a bit longer.
Anxious? Concerned? Just send me another message.
RU webmail is the official email address used by our course software. Be sure to
check daily for new announcements. Announcements may reference student
inquiries, software questions, or provide tips on aspects of assignments.
Netiquette
Creating a positive learning environment is our collective project in the course.
It requires that we each engage with the material and with the class discussions
and blogs in a mutually respectful manner. Being civil to one another is a course
requirement.
Under Main Course Menu > Course Basics, we’ll find a PowerPoint presentation
that introduces Netiquette.
Netiquette refers to our good manners, mutual
respect, and listening carefully to one another: it is network etiquette, the dos and
don’ts of online communication. When posting to our discussion board or
communicating with others in our class, please remain courteous. Below are the
guidelines we will follow in this course.
•
•
•
•
•

•

Be professional and courteous
Be respectful of other points of view
Avoid using slang and abbreviations because they can lead to
misinterpretation
Do not capitalize all letters because this suggests shouting
Think and proofread before you submit (It's real easy to draft responses in
a separate file, proofread it, think about it -and then paste it into
discussion.
Be sure to participate early each Unit and then come back later to check
and comment on responses. Everyone together helps to make a great
discussion!

Time Commitment
This course includes considerable time spent doing
readings, Blog assignments, Discussion, and other
work toward course mastery. To be successful in
this course, guidelines estimate that you will need
to commit to at least 6-9 hours of coursework per
week for the fifteen-week semester.
This is
calculated based on the college standard
requirement of around 3 hours of work each week
per credit hour of the course). Depending on our
backgrounds, interests, and schedules, some Units
may require more time, some less.
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This course has a schedule with deadlines. Deadlines for submitting work are
generally on Wednesday and Saturday during each Unit.
The course is not self-paced. Don't try to "save up" all course work to the last
day of each Unit.
If you have not completed your Units' assignments and the end of the semester
is near, don't even think of asking if you can submit an individual "extra credit"
assignment instead of doing the posted work in the syllabus. The answer is No.
Hot Tip: Our course design focuses on many small things that add up to good
stuff and mastery of our course. We don't eat an entire pie in one bite! We enjoy
it in smaller bites. Science shows our brains work better if we give them lots of
time to process information, rather forcing them to make a last-minute, last-ditch
effort. Learning good things like this! Doing a little work every single day works
best. Our course learning emphasizes reflecting and thinking about materials,
that's why "spreading it out" is so important.
Hot Tip: Pencil in regular study times on your personal calendar. Studies show a
really positive correlation between the amount of time we spend with our course
materials, and good outcomes. The more hours you can put in, in general, the
better the results. Daily touching base with our course pays off.

Attendance and Participation Policy
Just Log In
This course is asynchronous and fully online. We have no required on-campus
meetings. Be sure to log in to the course daily to ensure you do not miss
pertinent postings, messages, and announcements. Be sure to note the posted
dates and times that the exams will be available. There will be "window" of
several hours during which you can log in and do the exam, e.g., there might be
a 90 minute test that you can take any time between 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
Discussion Boards
Discussion constitutes a substantial proportion of our course grade. We use
Discussion to review course materials, analyze data that we've collected, and
develop our analytic and critical skills. Participation in the course discussion
boards is required. Unless otherwise stated, you will be required to post one
original response and reply to at least two of your classmates for each discussion
board assignment. To ensure that we have a productive discussion, we post by
the specified due dates, generally an initial post by Wednesday of each Unit, with
responses to others by Sunday night. Discussion may be divided into sections
when there are many of us. Also, Discussion posts can include images and
video links. A few Discussions may ask us to insert an image to share with
others.
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Blogs
We use blogs to share data and to help create databases relating to our course
topics. We use blogs to practice "doing" psychological anthropology. We can
read and comment on one another's posts. We'll learn how to post to blogs (and
comment) under Start Here in the course webpage. We can post photos and
video links in our Blogs.
Tutorial Workshops
Tutorials are very short PowerPoint presentations that zero in on significant
concepts. They will either be in the format of simply a PowerPoint with
embedded review questions as we go along, or paired with a freestanding and
very short quiz. Tutorial workshops are required. They often are designed to
give us a boost into the material in a Unit.
Voice Thread
This is another feature that lets us add discussion easily in diverse formats including video, text, audio, and visual files. It's a little like Skype, just
asynchronous and works in our Blackboard software. We'll use VoiceThread if
we have a visiting guest expert who will join our Discussion.
LockDown or SafeExam Software
Please note: Exams will use "Lock down" software that prevents us from opening
other files and websites while we are in the exam webpage. This prevents us
from inadvertently getting into a different webpage than the exam and then
inadvertently closing the exam page (which ends the exam). You can't get back
into the exam, so you see why this is a concern.
Avatars
Blackboard lets us use Avatars! There are a few rules
about these: Avatars should be a headshot of yourself,
similar to what you might give to an employer. In other
words, serious! I’m old fashioned. Use a nice photo of
yourself! “Head shot” means top of shoulders to top of
the head.
G. Washington. Good avatar.
Avatars should not be cartoon figures, squiggly designs,
cleavage, Rembrandt paintings, photos of your dog or cat,
etc., baby or outdated high school photos (if you are more
than 2 years out of high school), holograms, corporate
logos, or big-eyed anime figures, etc.

G. Washington. Bad Avatar
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Prefer to use a nonrepresentational image? Please discuss it with me first. I don't
need to know "why," but I do want to see your proposed image. So, clear it with
me first. I also have a stock of simple images. Here's a short YouTube video on
how to create an avatar in Blackboard:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Um-LYGyPZE&feature=youtu.be

How to Do Well in this Course
Students who are doing well in the course complete assignments on time, and try
to get things done before the posted deadlines. Those of us who jump right in as
soon as the week starts instead of waiting for the deadline tend to do better than
those of us who are “deadline aficionados.” We proactively do our reading.
Even check out recommended readings in the "Dig Deeper" sections under each
Unit. We support one another's efforts and we keep in touch with the professor,
even if it seems a ridiculous question! Let's each of us channel our inner “good
student” for this course!

Dropping the Course
In order to withdraw from a course, it is not sufficient to stop posting
assignments, contributing to discussion, or "just disappear." This isn't good
enough. In accord with University policy, students wishing to withdraw from a
course must do so formally through the Registrar’s office. It is the student’s
responsibility to complete all forms. If this is not done, the instructor must assign
a grade of F at the end of the semester. It's appreciated too, if you send me an
email if you have to drop the course.

Required technological skills
•
•
•

Ability to utilize Blackboard
Ability to access and library databases
Ability to use Voice Thread

Required equipment / materials
•
•

Computer, Internet access, webcam with microphone OR headphones with
microphone (very important for viewing online films)
Software that can save a file in the format of Microsoft Word docx or PDF
recommended: PowerPoint.

Academic Integrity
Students at Rutgers University are expected to maintain the
highest ethical standards. The consequences of academic
dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, are very
serious. This course follows Rutgers University policies
relating to Academic Integrity. Rutgers’ academic integrity
policy
with
helpful
links
is
at:
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/resources-for-students/
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When you submit an exam or assignment, you are required to abide by the honor
pledge of “On my honor, I have neither received nor given any unauthorized
assistance on this examination (assignment)." Plagiarism means copying
another person's written work and presenting it as your own, whether by
omission ("I forgot or didn't notice" or ... intending to do so).
Clearly distinguish between what you write and the language of the readings or
any other texts by others (even by me). Keep track of your notes if you are doing
them with a laptop (underline, add the citation right there, and keep it this way if
you copy or paste this text into your work. Be sure it has a footnote before you
take off the underlining or highlighting. It's simple, and it works so we don't mix
up others' words. My policy is simple: three or more words of direct quote in a
row must be in quotation marks. Close paraphrases? You must include a citation
(footnote or cite in text). The University takes plagiarism very seriously. So do I.
I check. But it is so easy to avoid.
This integrity policy covers all submitted work in this course, Discussion, Blogs,
Course Project, Exams, and other submissions. Copying another's work will get
you an F in the course, and a meeting with the Dean for disciplinary action.

Serving Students with Disabilities
Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's
educational programs. This course follows the policies established relating to
disabilities. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a
student with a disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at
the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview,
and provide documentation. Here's the URL for more information and to find links
to forms: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines
If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations,
your campus's disability services office will provide you with a Letter of
Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the
accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this
process, please complete the Registration form on the Office of Disability
Services web site.
It is your responsibility to be sure that the Office of Disabilities sends me an
official notification (your Letter of Official Accommodation) by Sept. 15.

Rutgers University Libraries
We will be using digital databases and RU library streaming video resources in
this course. Many other library resources are available online. Assistance is
available through phone, email and chat. For information see:
https://libguides.rutgers.edu/intro
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(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
https://libguides.rutgers.edu/intro
For more specific information about library resources for distance (online)
learning, review this video: URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJvFVqjz8Dg

Undergraduates: The Writing Center
The Writing Center on the Newark Campus offers writing tutoring and workshops
to all undergraduate students currently enrolled in classes on the Rutgers,
Newark campus. Check out their website at:
https://myrun.newark.rutgers.edu/writing-center
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
https://myrun.newark.rutgers.edu/writing-center
Location on Campus:
Conklin 126 - 175 University Avenue
Newark, NJ 07102
973-353-5847

Course Assignments and Deadlines Summary
For our convenience, a PDF file "Course Assignments and Deadlines Summary"
will be available. Checklists for each Unit's readings, videos, and other
assignments also will be found under each Unit in our course. Many students
find it helpful to print a copy and then check off each assignment.

Program of Work
This is our master plan for the Fall Semester 2018. Be sure to print a copy of this
Course Syllabus from the downloadable PDF under Main Course Menu. This
program of work includes the list of assignments and all due dates.
Abbreviations: CCS - Henderson, The Cheshire Cat's Smile; LN - lecture
notes; SG - study guide. Everything listed here is required unless noted as
"recommended."
Dig Deeper Section: Many of us might like to know more about our topics – “Dig
Deeper” gives us additional resources for thinking about and studying our course
topics. Some of the case studies and topics mentioned in CCS and in Lecture
notes will be found in “Dig Deeper”—so we can know more about these topics.
Note: each Unit generally starts on Sunday (Day 1) and concludes on Saturday
(Day 7 of the Unit).
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Getting Started: Introducing Culture and Personality

(Tues., Sept. 4-Sat. Sept. 8)
Readings:
__Course Syllabus and Course Handbook, Part I.
__CCS 1: "Anthropology and the Sciences of the Mind."
__Jefferson M. Fish, "What Anthropology can do for Psychology: Facing Physics
Envy, Ethnocentrism, and a Belief in 'Race.'" American Anthropologist Vol. 102,
No. 3 (Sept. 2000), pp. 552-563.
__Study Guide [SG] to accompany the article by Fish. 4pp.
__Lecture Notes: LN 1, "Linking Anthropology and Psychology.”
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__Discussion Unit 1: "Introductions." All Discussion is Due by Sat., Sept. 8. We
introduce ourselves and think about the course. See "Discussion 1" Assignment
Sheet under Unit 1 for the detailed directions. Students entering the course after
Sept. 8: your post is due within 24 hours that your name appears on the
Gradebook roster in the course webpage (that's your official first access to the
course website).
__Blog Assignment 1: "Personality Tests Assignment." Due by Sat., Sept. 8.
Open the website “QuizBox” at the URL:
http://www.quizbox.com/personality/
We each pick a different personality test and report back in the Blogs on what we
found out. See the Assignment Sheet for Blog 1 under Unit 1 for the complete
directions. We'll discuss our results a little later in the course.
Dig Deeper:
__Patricia M. Greenfield, “What Psychology can do for Anthropology, or Why
Anthropology Took Postmodernism on the Chin,” American Anthropologist Vol.
102, No. 3 (Sept. 2000), Pp. 564-576.
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Seeing Like an Anthropologist: Methods and Models

(Sun., Sept. 9–Sat., Sept. 15)
Readings:
__CCS 2: “Models and Methods in the Study of
Culture and Personality.”
__George Foster,
"Dreams, Character, and
Cognitive Orientation in Tzintzuntzan," Ethos Vol. 1
No. 1 (Spring 1973), pp. 106-121.
__Study Guide [SG] to accompany the article by Foster. 11 pp.
__ Lecture Notes: LN 2, "Toward a Psychological Anthropology: Overview of
Scientific Methods: Change and Continuity."
Videos: (These are required) Note: the time in minutes and seconds is indicated
after each title, so you can plan your viewing. They are all very short.)
__"Social Psychology Experiment." Sarah Lisenbe, "Experiment: Conformity to
Gender Roles." YouTube video. (3:00)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a71h6LZKXTc&feature=related
__"What is Correlation?" Dr. Maggard. A short and simple explanation of positive
correlation, negative correlation, and no correlation in thinking about data. (6:56)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ypgo4qUBt5o
__SG to accompany the videos "Social Psychology Experiment" and "What is
Correlation?" Think about how these videos reflect what we learn about
anthropology and psychology in this Unit. 4 pp.
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__Blog Assignment 2: "Stereotypes of the Primitive in popular culture.” Due
Wed., Sept. 12. See the Assignment Sheet for Blog 2 under Unit 2, for the
complete directions.
__Discussion Unit 2: "Working With Research Methods". See "Discussion 2"
Assignment Sheet under Unit 1 for the directions. First posts (threads) due by
Wed., Sept. 12. All Discussion should be complete by Saturday, Sept. 15.
Dig Deeper:
__Jamie Ward, “The Social and Emotional Brain,” Ch. 15, The Student’s Guide to
Cognitive Neuroscience by Jamie Ward (Psychology Press, 2012), pp. 336-353.
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Psychic Unity of Humankind

(Sun. Sept. 16-Sat., Sept. 22)
Readings:
__CCS 3: “People Like Us?”
__ Franz Boas, "The Mind of Primitive Man," Science 13(321) [1901], 281-289.
__SG to accompany the article by Boas. 4 pp.
__Ethan Watters, "We aren't the World." Feb. 25, 2013. Pacific Standard. PDF.
__SG to accompany the article by Watters. 9 pp.
__Video: “The Shackles of Tradition.” Prod. by Andre Singer. Central
Independent Television. (53 min.). Available online at Alex. St. Anthropology
(you will be prompted to log in with your RU web id):
http://bit.ly/2MG28OE
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
http://bit.ly/2MG28OE
___SG to accompany the film Shackles of Tradition.
__ Lecture Notes: LN 3, "Boas’s Criticism of the ‘Primitive Mind’ and ‘MentalOrigins-of-Humanity' Models."
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__Tutorial 1: "Boas Workshop." Due by Thursday, Sept 20. (Tutorials Include
text plus a short embedded quiz related to each Tutorial topic).
__Discussion Unit 3: "The Idea of the 'Primitive.' See "Discussion 3"
Assignment Sheet under Unit 3 for the directions. First Posts are due by
Thursday, Sept. 20 (note date). All replies to one another and posts should be
completed by Sat., Sept. 22. See "Discussion 3" Assignment Sheet under Unit 3
for the detailed directions.
Dig Deeper:
__ Bronislaw Malinowski, Sex and Repression in Savage Society (New York:
Harcourt Brace, 1927). Classic example of an ethnographic monography. Also
note his take on Freud! Available on line via Rutgers libraries. You'll be prompted
to log in with your RU web id:
http://bit.ly/2PtmcAX
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
http://bit.ly/2PtmcAX
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Unit 4: Cultural Pattern and Personality
(Sun., Sept. 23-Sat., Sept, 29)
Readings:
__CSS 4: “Ethnography and Psychological Diversity.”
__ Margaret Mead, Selection from Coming of Age in Samoa. (PDF File)
__SG to accompany reading by Mead. 6 pp.
Ruth Benedict, "Configurations of Culture in North America," American
Anthropologist n.s. Vol. 34 No. 1 (1932), pp. 1-27.
__SG to accompany reading by Benedict. 6pp.
__Video: "Coming of Age: Margaret Mead. 1986. London: Royal
Anthropological Institute). 52 minutes. Available in RU libraries on the Alex. St.
Anthropology database (you'll be prompted to log in with your RU web id):
http://bit.ly/2PiKwoI
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
http://bit.ly/2PiKwoI
__SG to accompany "Coming of Age." 2 pp.
__ Lecture Notes: LN 4, "Configurationalism and the Culture-and-Personality
School.”
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
Discussion Unit 4: "Finding the Cultural Pattern and Personality." See
"Discussion 4" Assignment Sheet under Unit 4 for the directions. First posts
(threads) due by Wed., Sept. 26. All Discussion should be complete by Saturday,
September 29.
Blog Assignment 3: "Child Care Advice Circa 1910." Due by Wed., Sept. 26. See
the Assignment Sheet for Blog 3 under Unit 4.
Dig Deeper:
__ Video: “Erik Erikson's 8-stages Hoedown”(5:20)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-i9ckfFRcd4&feature=search
__Recommended Ethnography: Margaret Mead, Coming of Age in Samoa (New
York: Harper Perennial). Anthropology classic, many copies should be available
in RU and public libraries, or inexpensively from online booksellers.
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Enculturation and Psychoanalytic Approaches

(Sun., Sept. 30-Sat., Oct. 6)
Readings:
__CCS 5: “Enculturation's Many Faces.”
__ Ruth Benedict, "Selections from The Chrysanthemum and the Sword,”(1949).
PDF File.
__SG to accompany article by Benedict. 3 pp.
___Video: Children Full of Life. Japanese Fourth-graders learning Life Lessons
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tLB1lU-H0M
__SG to accompany the video Children Full of Life. 5 pp.
__ Lecture Notes: LN 5, "Psychoanalytic Methods and Concepts: Anthropological
Uses"
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__Tutorial 2: "Freud Workshop." Due by Wed., Oct. 3.
__Discussion Unit 5: "Freud, Culture, and Enculturation." See "Discussion 5"
Assignment Sheet under Unit 5 for the directions. First posts (threads) due by
Wed., Oct. 3, all Discussion should be complete by Saturday, Oct. 6.
Dig Deeper:
___Beatrice Whiting, “Freud in the Field,” Ethos vol. 29 no. 3 (Sept., 2001), pp.
247-258.
___Hortense Powdermaker, Review of The People of Alor, by Cora A. Du Bois,
pp. 155-161 in American Anthropologist Vol. 47 No. 1, 1945.
___ Alan Dundes, "Into the Endzone for a Touchdown: a Psychoanalytic
Consideration of Football," Western Folklore, Vol. 37, No. 2 (1978) Pp. 75-88.
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Social Structure and Enculturation

(Sun., Oct. 7–Sat., Oct. 13)
Readings:
__Barbara Rogoff, “Adults and Peers as Agents of Socialization: a Highland
Guatemalan Profile.” Ethos Vol. 9 No. 1 (1981), pp. 18-36.
__SG to accompany article by Rogoff. 11 pp.
__M.J. Abedi, "Shi'ite Socialization in Pahlavi Iran," pp. 3-18 (excerpt from
chapter on growing up), in Michael Fischer and M.J. Abedi, Debating Muslims:
Cultural Dialogues in Postmodernity and Tradition (Madison, WI: University of
Wisconsin Press, 1990). PDF.
__SG to accompany article by Abedi. 10 pp.
__Lecture Notes: LN 6, “Child Development, Social Structure, and Models.”
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__Discussion Unit 6: "Social Structure and Childhood Experience." See
"Discussion 6" Assignment Sheet under Unit 6 for the directions. First posts
(threads) due by Wed., Oct. 10, all Discussion should be complete by Saturday,
Oct. 13.
__Blog Assignment 4: "Coin Game." Due by Wed., Oct. 10. See the Assignment
Sheet for Blog 4 under Unit 6.
Dig Deeper:
__William Caudill and David A. Plath, “Who Sleeps by Whom? Parent-Child
Involvement in Urban Japanese Families.” Psychiatry vol. 29 no. 4 (1966): pp.
344-366.
___Childhood Rivalry in Bali and New Guinea. 1988 [Orig. 1952]. Gregory
Bateson and Margaret Mead. Narrated by Margaret Mead. University Park, PA
Penn State University, Audio-Visual Services. 17 min. YouTube. 16:14. URL:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NqQ6KL-aUY

EXAM 1 MIDTERM
Exam 1 (Midterm Exam) is scheduled for Monday, Oct. 15. The exam will be
available between 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. The exam covers all materials in
Units 1-6. Please see the Guide to the Midterm for Information on format,
length, what's covered, the types of questions, and tips for success!
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Actors, Social Structure, and Affect

(Sun., Oct. 14-Sat., Oct. 20)
Readings:
__CSS 6: “Agency and Actors.”
__Charles Lindholm, "The Social Structure of Emotional Constraint: The Court of
Louis XIV and the Pukhtun of Northern Pakistan," Ethos 16(3) [1988]: 227-246.
__SG to accompany the article by Lindholm. 5 pp.
__Lecture Notes: LN 7, "Social Structure and Action."
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
___Discussion Unit 7: "Contexts and Actors." See "Discussion Unit 7"
Assignment Sheet under Unit 7 for the directions. First posts (threads) due by
Thurs. Oct. 18., all Discussion should be complete by Saturday, Oct. 20.
__ Blog Assignment 5: “Cognitive Schemas: Colors.” Due by Thurs., Oct. 18.
See the assignment sheet for Blog 5 under Unit 7.
Dig Deeper:
___Erving Goffman, The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (New York:
Doubleday, 1959). Classic book on how we shape how we appear to others.
___"Patrilineal Descent" - important general concept in anthropology.
http://www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/anthropology/tutor/descent/unilineal/patri0
1.html
___"Segmentary Lineages"
http://www.umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/anthropology/tutor/descent/unilineal/segm
ents.html.
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Cognitive Schemas and Cultural Mediation

(Sun, Oct. 21–Fri., Sat. Oct. 27).
Readings:
__CCS 7: “Cognition, Perception and Meaning.”
__ Benjamin Lee Whorf, “An American Indian Model of the Universe,” Int. J. of
American Linguistics, Vol. 16, No. 2 (April, 1950), pp. 67-72.
__SG to accompany the article by Whorf. 8 pp.
__R[oy] D'Andrade and M. Egan, "The Colors of Emotion." American Ethnologist
Vol. 1, No. 1, (Feb. 1974), Pp. 49-63.
__SG to accompany the article by D'Andrade and Egan. TBA.
__ Lecture Notes: LN 8, "Cognitive Anthropology, and Modeling Culture and
Mind."
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__Discussion Unit 8:
"Finding Cognitive Schemas." See "Discussion 8"
Assignment Sheet under Unit 8 for the directions. First posts (threads) due by
Wed., Oct. 24, all Discussion should be complete by Saturday, Oct. 27.
__Blog Assignment 6: "Emoticons in Cross-cultural Perspective." Due by Wed.,
Oct. 24. See the Assignment Sheet for Blog Assignment 6 under Unit 8.
Dig Deeper:
__Laura Martin, "'Eskimo Words for Snow:' A Case Study in the Genesis and
Decay of an Anthropological Example." American Anthropologist Vol. 88, No. 2,
(1986), Pp. 418-423.
__Ward H. Goodenough, “Componential Analysis and the Study of Meaning,”
Language, Vol. 32, No. 1 (1956), pp. 195- 216. Classic article.
___Charles O. Frake, “How to Ask for a Drink in Subanun,” American
Anthropologist Vol. 66 No. 6 (1964), pp. 127-132. Another classic.

Culture and Personality Syllabus Fall 2018

21

Unit 9.
Emotions and Culture
(Sun., Oct. 28-Sat., Nov. 3)
Readings:
__CCS 8: "Emotion and the Self."
__Jean L. Briggs, “Emotions have Many Faces: Inuit Lessons.” Anthropologica,
Vol. 2, No. 2 (2000), pp. 157-164.
__SG to accompany the article by Briggs. 11 pp.
__ Lecture Notes: LN 9, "Thinking about Culture, Emotion, and Personality."
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__Discussion Unit 9: "Cultures and Emotion?" See "Discussion 9" Assignment
Sheet under Unit 9 for the directions. First posts (threads) due by Thurs., Nov. 1
(note date), all Discussion should be complete by Saturday, Nov. 3.
__Blog Assignment 7: "Aggression in the Media." Due by Nov. 1. See the
assignment sheet for Blog Assignment 7 under Unit 9.
Dig Deeper:
__Nancy Scheper-Hughes, "Culture, Scarcity, and Maternal Thinking: Maternal
Detachment and Infant Survival in a Brazilian Shantytown." Ethos Vol. 13, No. 4
(Winter, 1985), Pp. 291-317.
__Michelle Z. Rosaldo, “The Shame of Headhunters and the Autonomy of Self,”
Ethos vol. 11 No. 3, (1983), pp. 135-151.
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Mental Wellness and Illness

(Sun., Nov. 4-Sat. Nov. 10)
Readings:
__CSS 9: "Mental Wellness and Illness."
__Lawrence Cohen, "Toward an Anthropology of Senility: Anger, Weakness, and
Alzheimer's in Banaras, India. Medical Anthropology Quarterly, Vol. 9, No. 3
(Sept. 1995), Pp. 314-334.
__SG to accompany the article by Cohen. 12 pp.
__Mark Andrew Cravalho, “Toast on Ice: The Ethnopsychology of the WinterOver Experience in Antarctica,” Ethos vol. 24 no. 4 (1996), pp. 628-656.
__SG to accompany the article by Cravalho. 8 pp.
Websites and Videos:
__“ESA's Alex Kumar in Skype Chat from Concordia Station, Antarctica.” (This is
also listed in the SG to accompany the article by Cravalho, but it is worth giving it
its own links. 11:49. 2012. Alex is "wintering-over" in Antarctica. He talks about
what it feels like--a wonderful complement to Cravalho's article. Can we detect
signs of that he is a bit "toasty"? Take a look!
URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N56L0SCT8k
__ Lecture Notes: LN 10,
Healing."

"Culture-Bound Syndromes, Neuroscience, and

Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__Tutorial 3: "Benedict Workshop." Due by Wed., Nov. 7.
__Discussion Unit 10: "Ambiguities in Defining Mental Wellness and Illness."
See "Discussion Unit 10" Assignment Sheet under Unit 10 for the directions. First
posts (threads) due by Wed., Nov. 7, all Discussion should be complete by
Saturday, Nov. 10
__Course Project Discussion 1. See PDF File, Project Assignment Sheet
(Available under Main Course Menu > Course Project) Posts Due by Nov. 10.
Dig Deeper:
__Ethan Watters, "The Americanization of Mental Illness," The New York Times,
Jan. 10, 2010,
__Marjorie Wolf, "The Woman Who Didn't become a Shaman." American
Ethnologist Vol. 17 No. 3 (Aug. 1990), Pp. 419-430.
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Unit 11 Aggression, Anthropological Debates, and Models
(Sun., Nov. 11–Sat., Sat. Nov. 17).
Readings:
__CSS 11: "Aggression and Cooperation."
__Browning, Christopher R. "Initiation to Mass Murder: the Jósefów Massacre,"
In Nancy Scheper-Hughes and Philippe Bourgois, eds., Violence in War and
Peace: an Anthology (Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, 2004), Pp. 101-108.
__SG to accompany article by Browning. 8 pp.
__Lecture Notes:
Aggression."

LN

11,

"Psychological

Anthropology,

Violence

and

Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments
__Tutorial 4: "Yanomama Workshop." Due by Wed., Nov. 14.
__Blog Assignment 8: "Culture Change." Due by Wed., Nov. 14. See the
Assignment Sheet for Blog 8 under Unit 11. (This is our last blog assignment.)
__Discussion Unit 11: "Cultural Models of Aggression." See "Discussion Unit
12" Assignment Sheet under Unit 11 for the directions. First posts (threads) due
by Wed., Nov. 14, all Discussion should be complete by Saturday, Nov. 17.
Dig Deeper:
__Stanley Milgram. "Behavioral Study of Obedience." J. Abnormal Soc.
Psychology, Vol. 67, (1963) Pp. 371-8. This is the classic psychology
experiment.
__R. Brian Ferguson, “ Why Yanomami Make War,” Anthropological Theory 1(1)
[2001]. Pp. 100-111 reviews different models of why there is war.
___ Sudhir Kakar, The Colors of Violence: Cultural Identities, Religion, and
Violence (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998). A psychoanalytic
discussion of violence.
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Unit 12. - Trauma and Memory in Cultural Perspective
(Sun., Nov. 18–Sat., Sun. Nov. 25)
Readings:
__CSS 12: "Trauma and Memory."
__Veena Das, Excerpt from, “Our Work to Cry: Your Work to Listen.” Read pp.
362-375. The article is found in In Das (ed.), Mirrors of Violence: Communities,
Riots, and Survivors in South Asia (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1991), Pp.
345-398.
__SG to accompany the article by Das. 5 pp.
__Rainbird, Sophia. "Asserting Existence: Agentive Narratives Arising from the
Restraints of Seeking Asylum in East Anglia, Britain." Ethos Vol. 42 Issue 4
(2014), Pp. 460-478.
__SG to accompany the article by Rainbird. 10 pp.
__ "What are the Symptoms of PTSD?" National Institute of Mental Health.
__ Lecture Notes: LN 12, "Trauma, Memory, Emotion, and the Larger Collective
Imagination."
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__ Discussion Unit 12: "Trauma, Memory, and Emotion." See "Discussion Unit
12" Assignment Sheet under Unit 12 for the directions. First posts (threads) due
by Wed., Nov. 21, all Discussion should be complete by Sunday, Nov. 25 (note
date).
__Course Project Discussion 2: See PDF File, Project Assignment Sheet
(Available under Main Course Menu > Course Project) Posts Due by Tues, Nov.
20 (note date).
Heads-up: The Course Project is due on Wednesday, Nov. 28.
Dig Deeper:
__John Cawte, "Gross Stress in Small Islands: a Study in Macropsychiatry," In
Charles D. Laughlin and Ivan A. Brady, eds., Extinction and Survival in Human
Populations (NY: Columbia University Press, 1978), Pp. 95-121.
___Heonik Kwon, After the Massacre: Commemoration and Consolation in Ha
My and My Lai (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006). Available as an
ebook through RU libraries. Link (log in to the link): http://bit.ly/2MIXShq
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
http://bit.ly/2MIXShq
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UNIT 13 Altered States
(Mon., Nov. 26–Sat., Dec. 1)
Readings:
__CCS 10: "Perception, Cognition, and the 'Altered' State: Some Definitions."
__Michael J. Harner, "The Role of Hallucinogenic Plants in European Witchcraft,"
in M.J. Harner, ed. Hallucinogens and Shamanism (London: Oxford University
Press, 1973), Pp. 125-150.
__SG to accompany the article by Harner. 6 pp.
__Moheb Costandi, "Voodoo, Zombies, and the Puffer Fish,” Neurophilosophy
Blog Archive. 2 pp.
__SG to accompany the article by Costandi. 2 pp.
__ Lecture Notes: LN 13, "Altered States and Culture."
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
___Course Project is Due on Wednesday, Nov. 28. See PDF File, Project
Assignment Sheet (Available under Main Course Menu > Course Project) to
review project components and for directions on final preparation and uploading
of your term paper project).
__Discussion Unit 13: "Culture and Altered States." See "Discussion Unit 13"
Assignment Sheet under Unit 13 for the directions. All Discussion should be
complete by Saturday, Dec. 1.
Dig Deeper:
__Erika Bourguignon, "Suffering and Healing, Subordination and Power: Women
and Possession Trance," Ethos, Vol. 32, No. 4, (Dec. 2004), Pp. 557-574.
__Ruth Fulton Benedict, “The Vision in Plains Culture,” American Anthropologist
Vol. 24, No. 1 (1922), Pp. 1-23. Classic article.
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The Self and Culture Change

(Sun., Dec. 2 -Friday, Dec. 7 (note dates).
Readings:
__CSS 14: "Changing Actors, Changing Selves in Globalizing Cultures
__Christine A. Kray, "The Pentecostal Re-Formation of Self: Opting for
Orthodoxy in Yucatan," Ethos Vol. 29, no. 4 (2002), read pp. 406-424.
__SG to accompany the article by Kray. 8 pp.
__ Lecture Notes 14: LN 14, "Culture Change and the Self, and Transformation.”
Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
Tutorial 5: "Wallace Workshop." Due by Wed., Dec. 5.
___Discussion Unit 14: "Normative Personality and Cultural Change." See
"Discussion Unit 14" Assignment Sheet under Unit 14 for the directions. First
posts (threads) due by Wed., Dec. 5, all Discussion should be complete by
Friday, Dec. 7 (note date).
Dig Deeper:
___Steve Ferzacca, “A Javanese Metropolis and Mental Life,” Ethos Vol. 30
No.1-2 (2002), pp. 95-112.

Unit 15. Culture and Personality in a World of Change
Sat., Dec. 8 - Wednesday, Dec. 12
__Pelkmans, Mathijs. "Ruins of Hope in a Kyrgyz Post-Industrial Wasteland."
Anthropology Today Vol. 29, No. 5 (Oct. 2013), Pp. 17-21.
__SG to accompany the article by Pelkmans. 14 pp.
__Film: The Laughing Club of India. Mira Nair. (New York: Filmakers Library,
2002). 35 minutes. E-resource. Alex. St. You will be prompted to log in with your
RU web id. Link:
http://bit.ly/2wwZSPz
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
http://bit.ly/2wwZSPz
__SG to accompany Laughing Club of India. 4 pp.
__ Lecture Notes 15; "Culture Change, Resilience, and Culture and Personality."
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Discussion, Blogs and Other Assignments:
__Discussion Unit 15: "Resilience, Culture and Personality. All posts should be
complete by Dec. 12.
Dig Deeper:
Leon Festinger, Henry W. Riecken, and Stanley Schachter. 1964 (orig. 1956).
When Prophecy Fails. A social and psychological study of a modern group that
predicted the end of the world. New York; Harper & Row.
Available online on Hathi Trust (you will be prompted to log in with your RU web
id):
Permalink:
http://bit.ly/2wwwr0h
(paste this into your browser window if the hyperlink below does not work)
http://bit.ly/2wwwr0h

RUTGERS READING DAY: Dec. 13.
EXAM 2 FINAL EXAM
The Final Exam will be available on Friday, Dec. 14, between 2:00 p.m. and
8:00 p.m. Please see the Guide to the Final Exam for Information on
format, length, what's covered, the types of questions, and tips for
success!

###

